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PREFACE.

THE great principle of chriftian liberty

allows to others the fame right of interpret-

ing the fcriptures, and ofmaking profeffion of

our judgment of them before the world,

which each afllimes to himfelf; and this

liberty is the corner-ftone and bulwark of

the proteftant reformation. It is to the

neglect of this principle in forne churches,

and the renunciation of it in others, that we

mufl afcribe the exigence of all the bigotry

and intolerance which have difgraced the

annals of chriilianity and proteftantifm. To
the fame fruitful fource we mufl impute all

the corruptions of the chriftian dodrine, which

have



( iv )

have prevailed, or which continue to prevail, in

the chriftian world : for, upon the exercife of

this liberty depends the proper vindication and

more general reception of the leading truths of

the gofpel ofJefus Chrift, and the fimplicity of

our profellion of belief in revealed religion.

The civil liberty of our country is apparent

in the conflitutional principles of its govern-

ment. And, fubjed to a fubftantial reform

in every branch in which it has departed

'from them in practice, and in every cafe in

which time has changed circumftances, it is

deferving of the hearty fupport of the chrif-

tian preacher.

The writer of thefe volumes trufts that

every honeft endeavour he may make to pro-

mote the caufe of religion, liberty, and

virtue will be favourably received by thofe

with whom he is conne(5ted by" general

fimilarity of fentiment, and to whom he is

perfonally attached by many kindnelTes. And,

if he fhall meet with the fame candour on

the prefent cccafion, which he has hitherto

experienced



( V )

experienced from his many refpeded friends,

who entertain different opinions upon the

fubjecf^s difculfed in thefe pages, he fhall

have no reafon to fear their judgment.

Eight of the fermons in the firil volume

were printed very foon after they were

preached.* They were originally publifhed

at the requeil of fome perfons who heard

them, and are corrected in the prefent edi-

tion.

It only remains for the author to acknow-

ledge his obligation to two greatly efleemed

friends for their kind revilion of his papers.

He forbears to recite their names from motives

of delicacy, but he fhall record their friend-

fhip where he believes they wifli him to

depofit it.

March 25, 1793.

* The firft in 1777; the third 1773; the fourth

1781 ; the fifth 1782 j the fixth and feventh in 17915

the eighth and tenth in 1792.





CONTENTS.

S E R M O N I.

Preached at the vifitation of the archdeacon of Lincoln,

May 28, 1777.

THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.

ROMANS XIV. 5.

LET EVERY MAN BE FULLY PERSUADED IN HIS

OWN MIND. p. II.

SERMON II.

Preached in the cathedral-church of Lincoln, at the meet-

ing of the governors of, and fubfcribers to, the county

hofpital, on Thurfday September 23, 1779.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS FOR CHARITABLE PURPOSES;

LUKE X: 29.

BUT HE, WILLING TO JUSTIFY HIMSELF, SAID UNTO
JESUS, AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? p. 61.



viii CONTENT S.

SERMON III.

Preached in the parifti-church of Swinderby, in the county

of Lincoln, on Sunday, April i8, 17735 being the firft

day of opening the church after new-feating it, by the

voluntary fubfcription of fome of the freeholders and

others.

THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS.

PSALM XCVI. 9.

O WORSHIP THE LORD IN THEBEAUTY OF HOLINESS.

p. 83.

SERMON IV.

THE SPIRIT OF INDUSTRY RECOMMENDED.

II. THESSALONIANS III. 10.

WHEN WE WERE WITH YOU, THIS WE COMMANDED
YOU, THAT IF ANY WOULD NOT WORK, NEITHER

SHOULD HE EAT. p. 95.

SERMON V.

Preached in the parifh-church of Swinderby, in the

county of Lincoln, on Friday February 8, 1782, being

the day appointed, by proclamation, for a general faft.

EZEKIEL XVIII. 31, 32.

CAST AWAY FROM YOU ALL YOUR TRANSGRES-

SIONS, WHEREBY YE HAVE TRANSGRESSED ; AND

MAKE YOU A NEW HEART, AND A NEW SPIRIT j

FOR WHY WILL YE DIE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL?

I HAVE



CONTENTS. ix

I HAVE NO PLEASURE IN THE DEATH OF HIM THAT
DIETH, SAITHTHE LORD GOD ; WHEREFORE TURN

YOURSELVES, AND LIVE YE. p. 113.

SERMON VI.

CHRIST INSUFFICIENT OF HIMSELF:

JOHN V, 30.

I CAN OF MINE OW^N SELF DO NOTHING, p. 135.

SERMON VII.

DEFENCE OF PUBLIC, OR SOCIAL, WORSHIP.

HEBREWS X. 25.

LET US NOT FORSAKE THE ASSMBLING 9URSELVES

TOGETHER, p. 155.

SERMON VIII.

VINDICATION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL FROM THE

CHARGE OF SEDITION.

ACTS XXIV. 5.

WE HAVE FOUND THIS MAN A PESTILENT FELLOW,

AND A MOVER OF SEDITION AMONG ALL THE

JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND A RING

LEADER OF THE SECT OF THE NAZARENES. p. 179.



X CONTENTS.

SERMON IX.

Preached on Sunday, November 2, 1788.

THE PiilNCIPLES OF THE REVOLUTION THE SE-

CURITY OF LIBERTY.

. PSALM CXLIV. 15.

HAPPY ARE THE PEOPLE THAT ARE IN SUCH A

CASE; YEA, BLESSED ARE THE PEOPLE WHO
HAVE THE LORD FOR THEIR GOD, p. 195.

S E R M O N X.

Preached on Sunday, November 4, 1792, being the anni-

verfary of the revolution of 1688.

THE PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT OF CIVIL

LIBERTY.

JOB V. 12.

HEJDISAPPOINTETH THE DEVICES OF THE CRAFTY,

SO THAT THEIR HANDS CANNOT PERFORM THEIR

ENTERPRIZE. p. 209.



CONTENTS. xi

SERMON XL

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST A NEVER-FAILING SOURCE
OF PEACE AND JOY.

JOHN IV. 13, 14.

JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID,WHOSOEVERDRINKETH

OF THIS WATER SHALL THIRST AGAIN: BUT

WHOSOEVER DRINKETH OF THE WATER THAT
!l SHALL GIVE HIM SHALL NEVER THIRST; BUT
THE WATER THAT I SHALL GIVE HIM SHALL

BE IN KIM A WELL OF WATER SPRINGING UP

INTO EVERLASTING LIFE. p. 131.

SERMON XII.

A GOOD CHARACTER FOUNDED ONLY IN RELIGION
AND VIRTUE.

LUKE VI. 26.

WO UNTO YOU WHEN ALL MEN SHALL SPEAK
WELL OF YOU. p. 247.

SERMON XIII.

MAN ACCOUNTABLE FOR HIS ACTIONS, CON-

SISTENTLY WITH GOD'S GOVERNMENT OF THE
WORLD.

PROVERBS XVL 9.

A MAN'S HEART DEVISETH HIS WAY: BUT THE
LORD DIRECTETH HIS STEPS, p. 263.



xii CONTENTS.

SERMON XIV.

THE INESTIMABLE VALUE C? CONSCIOUS INTE-

GRITY.

JOB xxvn. 6.

MY HEART SHALL NOT REPROACH ME, SO LONG

AS I LIVE. p. 279.

SERMON XV.

THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF THE GOSPEL.

JOHN XV. 24..

IF I HAD NOT DONE AMONG THEM THE V^ORKS

V/HICH NONE OTHER MAN DID, THEY HAD NOT

HAD SIN; BUT NOW HAVE THEY SEEN, AND

HATED BOTH ME AND MY FATHER, p. 297.

SERMON XVI.

A GENEROUS TEMPER CONGENIAL WITH NATURE

AND REVELATION.

PROVERBS XL 24.

THERE IS THAT SCATTERETH, AND YET IN-

CREASETH; AND THERE IS THAT WITH-HOLDETH

MORE THAN IS MEET, BUT IT TENDETH TO

POVERTY, p. 315.



CONTENTS. xiii

SERMON XVII.

THE PROPER TEST OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH.

MATTHEW VII. 15.

BEWARE OF THOSE FALSE TEACHERS, WHO COME

TO YOU IN SHEEP'S CLOATHING, BUT INWARDLY

ARE RAVENING WOLVES, p. 331.

SERMON XVIII.

Preached on Good-Friday,

CHRIST THE DELIVERER OF MANKIND.

I PETER IIL ig.

CHRIST ALSO HATH ONCE SUFFERED FOR SINS,

THE JUST FOR THE UNJUST, (THAT HE MIGHT
BRING US TO GOD,) BEING PUT TO DEATH IN

THE FLESH, BUT QUICKENED BY THE SPIRIT.

P' 34-7-



xiv CONTENTS.

SERMON XIX.

FUTURE LIFE AND HAPPINESS THE PROPER OBJECTS

OF A CHRISTIAN'S PURSUIT.

JOHN VI. 26, 47.

JESUS ANSWERED THEM (THE PEOPLE) AND SAID,

VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE SEEK ME,

NOT BECAUSE YE SAW THE MIRACLES, BUT BE-

CAUSE YE DID EAT OF THE LOAVES, AND WERE

FILLED. LABOUR NOT FOR THE MEAT WHICH

PERISHETH, BUT FOR THAT MEAT WHICH EN-

DURETH UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE, WHICH THE

SON OF MAN SHALL GIVE UNTO YOU; FOR HIM

HATH GOD, THE FATHER, SEALED, p. 363.

SERMON XX.

THE SHORTNESS OF HUMAN LIFE.

JOB XVI. 22.

WHEN A FEW YEARS ARE COME, I SHALL GO THE

WAY WHENCE I SHALL NOT RETURN, p. 379.



CONTENTS. XV

SERMON XXL

OBEDIENCE TO THE GOSPEL THE BEST PROOF

OF OUR BELIEF IN GOD.

JOHN XII. 44:

JESUS SAID, HE THAT BELIEVETH ON ME, BE-

LIEVETH NOT ON ME, BUT ON HIM THAT SENT

ME. p. 397.

SERMON XXII.

REPENTANCE AND AMENDMENT OF LIFE IN.

SEPARABLE.

MATTHEW IV. 17.

REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT
HAND. p. 413.

SERMON XXIII.

THE OCCASION FOR CIRCUMSPECTION.

I CORINTHIANS X. «.

LtT HIM THAT THINKETH HE STANDETH, TAKE
HEED LEST HE FALL. p. 431.



xvi CONTENTS.

SERMON XXIV.

LOVE FOR MANKIND BEST ASCERTAINED BY PRO-

MOTING RELIGION AND VIRTUE IN THE V^ORLD.

JOHN XV. 13.

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT
A MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS,

p. 447-

SERMON XXV.

THE WISDOM OF GOD IN THE WORKS OF CREATION.

PSALM CIV. 24.

O LORD ! HOW MANIFOLD ARE THY WORKS ; IN

WISDOM HAST THOU MADE THEM ALL: THE

EARTH IS FULL OF THY RICHES, p. 465.

SERMON



{ I )

SERMON I.

PREACHED IN THE

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN,

IN THE BAIL OF LINCOLN,

AT THE VISITATION OF

THE ARCHDEACON OF LINCOLN,

ON WEDNESDAY, MAY XXVIII. M DCC LXXVlh

VOL. I.



( 2 )

'* There are not wanting, however, fome amongft us, who are

" for Ihortening thefe refearc'iies Into truth ; and teli us, it is

*' enough without any tiling farther, if we only know, that fuch
*' a thing is written : in which opinion, it may be worth while
" to oblerve, they feem to differ a good deal from St. Philip ;

*' who, upon feeing a perfon with a bible in his hand, was not
" content with merely afking him, what he faw written there

;

•* but made this farther inquiry, * Underltandeft thou what thou
" readeft ?' And how this bufinefs of underftanding is to be ac-
•' complirtied, without the aft of reafoning, without inquiring
•' by whom any thing was written ; on what occaflcn ; with
** what probable defign j how it agrees with other parts of
*' fcripture ; and poflibly alfo, how confonant it is to our own
" notions of God, and the relation we ftand in to him, is, I

" own, a point far above my comprebenfion. One would not
*« fuppofe, that thefe men thought fcripture falfe ; but furely
«< they talk as if they did : For what harm can inquiries about
" it do, if it be true ? It is the nature of all truth to love the
*• light j of error to avoid it. The one acquires frelh charms
" by being more clearly feen ; and the uglinefs of the other can
" no othenvife be fully detefted, than by being brought into
*' public view. They would do well to tell us, before they
** take the ufe of our reafon away, what difference there is be-
*' twecn a falfe religion, and a true one falfely underftood."

A neweftimate of manners and principles, printed at

Cambridge, 1760. Part II. Chap. lo.
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T O

THE REVEREND THE CLERGY

OF THE

ARCHDEACONRY OF LINCOLN.

REVEREND BRETHREN,

The following difcourfe is ofFered to

your favourable acceptance from the prefs,

in teftimony of the preacher's refpedt for the

clergy of a diftrid, among whom he is happy

to number himfelf. Its contents are a few
plain and undifguifed thoughts on a fubjed:

of the greatell importance to himfelf, and,

in his opinion, to all who, like himfelf, have

undertaken the office of difpenfing the word

of God to a chriftian and protellant people.

It is the fubftance of a plea for a further

reformation in the eflablifhed church of

England, in thofe inftances more efpecialh^

where reftraints feem to be laid upon the

A 2 exercife
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c:^:erclfe of our common rights as chrill:ianS'

and proteHants ; rellraints, which are by no-

means coniiflent (at lead in the preacher's

©pinion) with the principles on which the

proteftant reformation arofe, and orr which

only it can be juftitied.

Nor can he poihbly periiiade himfelf that

there is one among you, his refpedable

brethren of the clergy, who will not fo far

agree with him as to acknowledge, that not

only the free enjoyment of his liberty, but

the full exercife of his function,, according

to his own perfualxon, are privileges which

^no minifter of God's word can give up in

compliment to any man, or any body of

men, while he values himfelf on the prin-

ciples, as well as the profellion, of the pro-

teftant religion.

And being thus perfuaded of you, he

hopes he (liall be readily excufed for holding

forth the fubje^fl in this general view, upon

the conlideration, that while he is alTerting

this liberty to himfelf, and thofe who are

like-minded, he is likewife pleading that the

fame privilege may be fecured to thofe from,

whom it is perhaps his misfortune to differ

in
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wi matters of lefs importance to the common

'Caufe.

The common principle (acknowledged

even by the authority that lays upon us the

reftraints above-men-tioiied) is, that the fcrip-

tures are our only rule of faith and pra<5^ice,

which have not only the fandion of ChriH:

and his apoilles as a divine revelation, ma-

}eflic indeed, and awful in the circumftances

of its promulgation, but at the fame time

accommodated in its contents to the under-

ftandings, the wants, and deareft interefts of

mankind, even of thofe of the meanefl: ca-

pacity.

But what the clearnefs of evidence com-

pels men to confefs, with refpecfl to the

general tenor of what Is propofed to them,

their prejudices, and fome circumftances of

their prefent litiiatiGn, prevail with them too

often to overtook in their practice, and fome-

times to form mifconceptions, both of the

nature and end of the chriftian difpenfation,

and, by confequence, of the means by which

its bleffed author intended it fhould be pro-

pagated.

A 3 Obviou*
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Obvious as this obfervation might be, few

perhaps have been flruck with it in former

times ; nor has it been, 'till of late, laid be-

fore the world with fuffieient freedom, what

pernicious tendency the deference paid to

human authority in matters of religion, has

had towards defacing the beauty, and cor-

rupting the purity of that gracious plan of

falvation by which all the families of the

earth were intended to be bkiTed.

It is no argument againft the importance

of the remonftrances made on this head, that

they have been treated with negle(5l, not to

fay contemptuous and malevolent oppofition.

The preacher has been long convinced that

they (hould never be laid afide, 'till they have

produced fome good effedt -, and, under this

convidtion, whenever he ihall be called upon

to bear his teflimony in the caufe of chrif-

tian liberty, he fhall think it his duty that it

Ihould be made as public as may be ; and he

hopes he fhall need no other apology far

communicating the fentiments delivered in

the following difcourfe by the means of the

prefs. He was called upon, (according to

the
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the cuftom of the jurifdiilion,) to preach be-

fore his brethren on a public occalion, and

he knows but of one individual, among his

hearers, who affected to have forgotten the

fubje(^ of the controverfy. The writer fcru*

pies not to declare, that his convidions have

not been unattended with facrifices of worldly

intereft and profit. Herein, however, he

makes not his boaft, but offers this circum-

flance only as an evidence of his earneft de-

fire to profefs and preach Chrift in all fin-

cerity and truth ; and wherever that appears,

the feoffs and fneers of bigotted and jealous

malevolence will have no other efFed: with

ferious and confiderate men, than to produce

a deteftation of the profligacy of that fpirit,

which can treat a fubjedt of the firfl import-

ance to religion with fo indecent a levity.

If it fhould be faid, or fuggefted, by any

one, that after the late agitation of the quef-

tion in public controverfy, and a folemn ap-

peal to the leglflature, the fubjedt had lain

dormant, and fhould not be revived without

good reafon -, be that good reafon, the great

importance of it. To fay that the policy of

A 4 the
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the times makes fuch revival unfeafonable,

would be faying, that there are feafons when

the advancement of the kingdom of Chrift

fhould be poftponed to the interefts of the

kingdoms of this world. If the fubjedl

ihould be thought to be exhaufted, the anfwer

is, that 'till the relief folicited is granted, the

fubjecfl can never be exhaufted, efpecially as

it is fo well known that oppreffions and im-

pofitions of all kinds grow ftill more grievous

by repetition and continuance, and this,

fome certain appearances give us apprehen-

sions, may be unhappily the cafe in this, as

it has been in other inftances.

It becomes us, however, to form better

hopes of thofe from vyhom only relief is to

be had 3 but whatever may be the event, the

preacher pledges himfelf, never to with-hold

his mite towards the accomplishment of what

is fo devoutly to be wished by all honeft and

confcientious rpen. And though • after the

* way which fome call herefy, he may wor-

* fhip the God of his fathers,' he is only

^nfwerable to almighty God for his faith,

an4 trufts that none of his, errors will be

foun4
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tfbund to be taken up without examination,

or maintained without conviftion. And for

the reft, it may fuffice if he declares his full

belief in the revelation of Jefus, and in the

catholic principle of unlimited charity :

—

wifhing to fliew himfelf.

Gentlemen,

on all occafions,

your brother and fervant in Chrifl:,

lOHN DISNEY.
June 2, 1777,
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SERMON I.

THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.

ROMANS XIV. 5,

LET EVERY MAN BE FULLY PERSUADED IN KIS

OWN MIND.

We here read the great apoftolic rule or

diredlion of candor and charity in our fen-

timents j and the foundation of mutual

meeknefs and moderation towards each other,

in refpeft of the differences and difagree-

ments in our religious opinions, which is

thus introduced, " Him that is weak in

** the faith receive, but not to doubtful dif-

** putations. For one believeth that he

** may eat all things : another who is weak,

" eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth,

" defpife him that eateth not: and let not

" him which eateth not, judge him that

** eateth :
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'* cateth : for God hath received him." *

Again, ** one man efteemeth one day above

** another J another efieemeth every day

** alike." And the apoflle then adds, with

a dignity and decilive emphafis, ** Let ev'ery

** man be fully perfuaded in his own mind."

There have not, however, been wanting,

aniidd the variety of interpreters, fome who

have indaftrioully laboured to prove that this

perfuadon was intended to be confined to

things called indifferent. But it may be

remarked, once for all, that where there is

a law, trangreflion cannot be indiiterent,

even in things not otherwife material ; no

fuch limitation appears upon the face of the

apoftle's reafoning, or is fairly deducible

from it, nor could it be made confident with

any part of his writings.

And in behalf of the free exercife of our

own judgment, formed in confequence of

fuch perfuafion, the apofi;le Paul writes,

** Who art thou that judged another's fer-

** vant? 10 his own mafter he ftandeth or

** falleth:" and that we may have further

confidence in fuch our liberty and our duty,

he

* Rom. xiv. i—3.
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he goes on to fay, ** Yea, he fliall be holden

•* up : for God is able to make him fland."*

Nor does he omit afFedionately to caution

and exhort us '* not to put a ftumbHng-«

" block, or an occafion to fall in our bro-

" thbr's way:"-f- and this with a view, as

is mod: probable, to the declaration of

Chrift, that ** it muft needs be that offences

** come : but wo to that man by whom the

'* offence cometh."J

In the account which Paul gives the Athe-

nians of his own converfion, and in his

fpeech before Agrippa, he prefaces the hif-

tory with the ingenuous avowal of his havino-

been of the fed: of the Pharifees;
||

he re-

cites his having perfecuted the chriftians ;

and even § confefles the fhare he had in

the murder of Stephen. ** And thefe,

when before Agrippa, he very juflly reckons

among thofe things which he did ** contrary

** to the name of Jefus of Nazareth.
"-(-'f- So

far the general dired:ion in my text is ap-

proved

* Rom. XIV. 4. § Afts xxli. 4. xxvi. 10.

t '^iv. 13. ** xxii. 20.

X Matt, xvlii. 7. ft——xxvi. 9.

II
Adsxxiii.6. xxvi. 5.
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proved by the apoflle's confeffion in regard

to his own condu(St. For, as perfecation

implies compulfion, fo perfuafion implies

previous examination, and the voluntary ad:

of the mind. Nor (liould it be unobferved

that perfuafion in all cafes precedes w^illing

obedience, and, therefore, belongs to the man
himielfj forbearance of judgment is the

duty of others.

As fellow- difciples and followers of our

common mailer, we have many obligations

to mutual indulgence and charity. But the

apoftle Paul, in the paflage before us, ex-

tends his exhortation to a tolerating fpirit

towards the gentile, as well as the jewifli

converts i or, to fpeak in a language adapted

to our own day, and to bring the divine

precept into a fuitable application to our own

cafes, candor and charity, meeknefs and

moderation, to which his precept evidently

has efpecial refped:, are to be extended to

all the human race, whether they reject the

glad-tidings of our mefliah, or receiving

them, fhould in fome degree corrupt the

word of God, " and make it of none efFedt,

** through their tradition."*

An
* Mark vii. 13, ^
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An exhortation in the written word of the

infallible God will never be found incon-

fiftent with itfelf, or contradidtory to any of

the component parts, or the general principle

of the whole ; and, if of moral obligation,

will never be found limited or partial in its

extent.

Now, when we confider this exhortation

before us, *' let every man be fully perfuaded

** in his own mind," as it refpedls an inde-

pendent individual, we mufl neceflarily pre-

fuppofe the duty of fair and full inquiry,

whether things are fo or no. And when we

find fuch individual, a member of a chrif-

ttan fociety, we muft take in the reciprocal

duty of the rulers of the people, whether

the helm of governrfiient is guided by one of

by many, by the civil magillrate, or a fo-

vereign pontiff.

It has, however, been the unhappy fate of

chriftianity, under its feveral modes of public

teaching and profefling, to be retrained in

its progrefs and cramped in its benevolent

operations upon the human mind. From

the end of the third to the fifteenth century

of the chriflian sera, the gofpel of the bleffed

Jefus
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jefus was never fufFered to appear in its

native drefs, or in that amiable light in

which its great author and his apoftles left it>

but was viewed and explained through the

thick and deceitful medium of efl:abli(hments

of human formularies of religious faith and

dodlrine. And, during the two lafl: cen^

turies, as alfo in that in which we now live,

the eftablifhrnent of human fyftems has not

a little darkened thofe lights which (hould

have appeared in the world in their original

luftre, and has over(hadowed the labours

even of our mofi: able and fuccefsful inquirers,

and moft judicious expofitors.

In the conftitution of fuch human efla-

blifhments, v/e may, almoft univerfally, dif-

cern the want of liberal examination; and,

even in proteftant communions, an inconfift-

ent departure from our only defenfible ground,

and a more tenacious adherence to conftruc-

tions and interpretations of fcripture, efpoufed

by the leaders of feds and parties, than to

the fcriptures themfelves, the only avowed

tell of our religious opinions *.

Upon

* " Who are they that we muft call reformers, and

" by the opinions of which of them muft we abide? Did

not
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Upon what other pretence can a belief of

the holy fcriptures be rejeded, as an inade*

quate bond of union among fellow-chriftians,

than upon that of their declared infuffi-

eiency ? What avail one or more general

declarations, confronted by the remainder of

the fyftem ? And, when the doctrine of fuch

infufficiency is once admitted, with what

arguments are the alTailants and adverfaries

of

*' not Calvin fee farther than Luther, or do you reft where

" Luther did, and admit the dodtrine of confubftanti-

** ation ? Would you exactly follow the fteps of Calving

** then you muft ufe fports on the lord's day, and inftead

** of writing againft, burn me at the ftake, as he did Ser-

** vetus. If the reformers differed from one ahother, why
*' may not wd differ from them all ? You will hardly main-

*' tain their infpiratioh. What authority have you to fup-

" pofe, that the divine being confined the reformation to

** that particular age ? Is it not miich more probable, that

*' it was only begun then, and that it is our duty to carry

" it on ?'* Dr. Prieftley*s Confiderations on difference*

of opinion among chriflians, with a letter to Mr.

Venn. 1769. p. 53. Wicllfl" acknowledged feven facra-

•lents, though he renounced tranfub'ftantiatibn. See

Gilpin's Lives of WicIifF, Sec. p. 41—43. and 63, 64,

ttenry VIII. the nominal father of the reformation, be-

lieved all the do6lrines of the chiirch. of Rome, fave the

pope's fupremacy. Granger's Biog. hiftory, vol. k

P- 77-

VOL. I. B
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of that *' faith which was once delivered fo

*' the faints"* to be filenced and convinced ?

It will be of little avail to object to the ad-

ditions to the fcriptures, and the reqaifition"

of implicit faith in the decifions of the holy

fee, when it may be replied to the obje(5tor,

that by impofing interpretations and conceits

of human device, and eftablifhing confent to

thefe, as the terms of admiffion to our mi-

niftry, we do the fame thing under another

Hame-f-. The fuppofed truth or falfehood

of

* Jude J-:

f With as great' truth as wit, it has been oBferved by

that excellent prelate, bifliop Benjamin Hoadly, in his

dedication to Pope Clement XI. prefixed to Sir R. Steele's-

Account of the ftate of the roman catholic religion

(vol. i. p. 535, of the bifhop's works in folio) " That

" you cannot err in any thing you determine, and we
*' never do : that is, in other words, that you are infal-*

" lible, and we always in the right. We cannot but

" efteem the advantage to be exceedingly on our fide, in

" this cafe, becaufe we have all the benefits of infallibility,.

*' without the abfurdity of pretending to it ; and without

" the uneafy tafk of maintaining a point fo (hocking to the

" underflanding of mankind. And you muft pardon us,

*' if we carinot help thinking it to be as great and as

" glorious a privilege in us, to be always in the right, with-

" out the pretence to infallibility, as it can be in you to be

" always
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of thefe impofitions are no way concerned in

the queftion, for that authority which hath

power to impofe, will alTume alfo the right

<o interpret.

If in abatement of the force of this argu-

ment, it fhould be infilled, in behalf of our

church, that fuch impofition is confined to

the clergy, we have returned upon us the

abfurdity of compelling the clergy to preach,

what we confider the people under no obli-

gation to believe. How aptly then would

the clofe of PauFs reafoning in proof of the

important dodrine of the refurredtion of

Chriil: be applied to our fliame and confufion,

for might not our adverfary fay, " Then is

'* your preaching vain, and then is their faith

" alfo vain ?"*

B 2 It

" always in the wrong with it." This obfervation cf

bifliop Hoadly's is noticed by the venerable and learned Dr.
Robertfon (formerly re6lor and vicar of Ravilly, in the

diocefe of Leighlin, in Ireland) in his Attempt to expl-ain

the words, Reafon, Subftance, kc. (3d edit. 1767.

p. 23S.) where alfo he makes tiie following obfervatio.i,

" The cfergy of the church of Rome fubfcribe to XXIV
« articles of religion} the clergy of the church of England,
" as more orthodox, fubfcribe to XXXIX."

* I Cor. XV. 14.



It has been a favourite argument, in the

mouths of fome controverfialifis, that " all'

*' focieties mull have feme bond or centre of

*' union, and that a fummary of certain mat-

** t€rs both of faith and do6trine is necef-

** fary and lav^^ful in every chriftian fociety,

" asi a guard and bulwark againfl miiinter-

** pretation of fcripture, feeing that the

" wildefl: fanatic calls fcripture to his

*' proof.*"

That all focieties both fhould and muft

have fome bond or centre of union, fhall be

granted in the fuUeft extent of the main-

tainer's w^i(hes. And as we are agreed in ac-

knowledging Jeful Chrift to be the head of

the

* The writer who feems to venture t^e ntioft upon the

fuccefs of this figment, is archdeacon Balguy, whofe

words are, " It is fcarce poflible to name or to invent an

*' opinion more abfurd in itfelf, or more hurtful to fociety,

« or more fatal to the caufe of virtue and piety,^ than many

« of thofe tvhfch have adually been maintained by rften,

« who calkd themfelves chriftians." Charge in 1772,

p. 10. There are fome fentiments and arguments of

blfliop McaJIy's in his Common rights of fubjeaSj

chap. ii. § 6. (tol. ii. p. 732. of his works) well deierv^

ing the perufal of Dr. Balguy, and which muft havd

cfcaped his notice while he was forming his prcf(-nt per*

*a«fion.
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the cliriftian fociety, we have none otlierto

•.whom we can look up, or refer ourfelves for

lawful diredions relating to fuch bond of

,union.*

The furtheft that our inquiries into thrC

conduct of Chrift himfelf will carry us, is

the fatisfa<5tion heexprefTed at Peter's anfwer

to his queftion, *'* Whom fay ye that I am?
" Thou art Chrift (the fon of the living God,"

returned Peter. ^* And Jefus anfvvered, and

'* faid unto him, BlefTed art thou Simon

** Barjona : for fleih and Wood hath not

*' revealed it unto thee, but my father

*' who is in heaven. And I fay alfo

" unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon
** this rock I will build my church j and the

** gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it.-j^"

In more familiar language^ This confeffion

B 3
of

* This bond of union, & sfavourke idea -In the writ-

ings of the worthy dean of Gloucefter, feems to be even at

this day, and in our own church, a vague and unfettled

expreflion, in refpedl to what, properly fpeaking, is under-

ftood by that term, and fliould operate as fuch. Thus

much may be colledled from an excellent Letter to Sir

William Meredith, upon the fubjedt of fubfcriptionj &c,

4to, printed for J. Swan, 1772.

f Matt. xvi. 15^18,.
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of belief in me as the Chrift, the fon of God,

is full proof of faith in me as the promifed

mefTiah and mediator of a better covenant.

The apoftle Paul, in an addrefs to the

jews, in all the glowing warmth of affedion

for their befl interefl:, declares " the word
** of faith which he preached to be, that if

** thou flialt confefs with thy mouth the

** lord Jefus, and flialt believe in thine

*• heart, that God hath raifed him from the

" dead, thou flialt be faved."*

Thefe then are fummaries of confessions

which fatisfied the demands of Chrifl and

Paul i the firm belief of which (a correfpon-

dent

* Rom. X. 8, 9. Confult alfo A6ls xvii. 2, 3.

where Paul is related to have reafoned with the jews of

ThefTalonica, " out of the fcriptures, opening and alledging

*' thatChrift mufi: needs have fufTered, and rifen again from

*' the dead ; and that Jefus whom he preached unto them

<• was Chrift." See alfo John xi. 25—27. where Jefus de-

clares the fufficiency of Martha's faith, that he, was "the

*' Chrift, the fon of God, which Ihould come into the

" world 5" and ver.40—44 confirm it by the refurre6lion of

Lazarus her brother. Compare alfo I John iv. 14, I5'—

Let now the advocates for a form of found words find

other than thefe, as fufficient evidences of a chriftian's

faith, warranted by Chrifl ; and they will have feme reafon

to plume themfelves on their difcovery.



( 23 )

.•dent conformity to their precepts fuppofed)

is declared to be the foundation of the

chriflian church, and to give men a full af-

furance of falvation. To this confeirion of

faith in Chrift, might be joined a declara-

tion of the fufliciency of the fcriptures, as an

outwork placed againfl: the incroachments

and fpread of the grand apoflacy of chriftian

Rome ; and, as on the one hand the autho-

rity of man fhould be bounded by this bar-

rier, fo on, the other, the wit of man cannot

iuggeft or devife a more efFe6tual bond of

union for chriftians and proteftants.

When it is urged, that fome fummary is

neceffary and ufeful for the inftrudion and

diredion of fuch fubfcriber ; I would be un-

derflood not to objed to the utility of any

proper and judicious affiHances, fo far as

may enable inquirers to form a judgment or

perfuaiion for themfelves 3 but to the impofi-

tion of them as terms of communion, pre-

cluding a free and impartial judgment by a

peremptory dogm.atic determination. In that

light, I cannot forbear to confider them as

highly derogatory to the credit and autho-

rity of the holy fcriptures. Nor need I to

B 4 remark.



( 24 )

remark, in aid of my argument, that all ne^

ceflary articles of faith and rules of pradice

are clearly revealed, fo far as relates to the

inftrudtion of the poor (or illiterate) who
were to " have the gofpel preached unto

^' them."* That gofpel, to which may be

applied the direction given to Habakkuk in

refpecft to a vifion, " make it plain upon
^' tables, that he may run that readeth."+

The meafure then of neceffary information

and intelligence could not be lelTened by the

removal of certain modern tfonfeffions, or

fymbols of certain churches.

That fanatics may appeal to the fcriptures

in proof of their opinions, is very poiTible;

fome writers have gone further, and faid,

that every religious opinion has its martyr j

but it is certain that there is as much difa-

greement among ourfelves with refpedl to the

explications of our eftabliQied formularies,

as could poiTibly have been in the interpreta-

tions of thofe fcriptures from whence cer-

tain advocates maintain them to have been

taken. Nor is this difagreement in opinion

confined to two oppofite parties, but mul-

tiplied

* Luke iv, l8. vii. 22. f Hab. ik 2.
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tiplied Into as many as there are diftind pro-

pofitions contained in thofe formularies.*

Such, indeed, are the temper and conftitu-

tion of the human mind, that this diverfity

of opinion is unavoidable, Infomuch, that

it v/ould be no lefs wild a projed: to attempt

to regulate the ilature of all mankind by one

flandard, or to reduce their countenances to

one mould or fafhion, and at the fame time

preferve the human form and figure entire,

than to make them of one mind ; and, in fome

inftances, it would be the lefs injury of the

two to disfigure or maim the body of a man

to bring it to a certain flandard of bulk or

flature,

* " Thefe fame articles are called only thirty-nine,

*' yet no man muft from hence imagine, that he has only

*' thirty-nine propofitions to deal with ; he will find four

" or five times that number, though bound up indeed into

" fo many bundles. The fecond article alone contains

" thirteen very fubftantial propofitions ; the feventeenth

^' twelve ; the twenty-fifth as many. How many are in-

•* eluded in the thirty-fifth, it is impoflible to fa}', as it

f implies our afi'ent to two whole books, one of v/hich is

" now fcarcely extant, and the other appears to want con-

" fiderable elucidations, before it can be rightly under-

*' {landed of the people." See the learned bifhop Law's

Confiderations on the propriety of requiring a fubfcriptioi^

to articles of faith. 2d edit. 1774. p. 6.
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feature, than to torture and wrefl: his mental

faculties to a conformity with certain pre-

fcribed theories in matters of a fpeculative

kind.*

Such differences of opinion, though

fcmetimes, alas ! uncandidly maintained and

uncharitably conduded, promote inquiry,

and all inquiry is favorable to the invefliga-

tion of truth and the rejedion of error, and

goes a great Vvay towards giving ample fatis-

fadlion

* " We ought no more to expecEl to be all of one

'' opinion, as to the worfhip of the deity, than to be all

" of one colour or ftature. To firetch or to narrow any

*' man's confcience to the flandard of our own, is no lefs

^' a piece of cruelty, than that of Procrufles, the tyrant of

" Attica, who ufed to fit his guePcs to the length of his

*' own iron bedftead, either by cutting them fhorter, or

*' raclcing them longer. What juft reafcn can I have to

*' be angry with, to endeavour to curb the natural liberty,

,

" or to retrench the civil advantages of an honeft man
•*' (who follows the golden rule of ' doing to others as he

*' would have others do to him,' and is willing and able

*' to lerve the publicj only becaufe he thinks his way to

" heaven furer or fliorter than mine ? Nobody can tell

" which of us is miftaken, 'till the day of judgment, or

^' whether any of us be fo, for there may be different ways

*' to the fame end, and I am not for circumfcribing God
" Almighty's m.ercy." Lord Molefworth's preface to liis

tranllation of Hotoman's Franco-Gallia.
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fadion to a thinking chrifllan, who would

gladly be able to *' give an anfwer to every

" man that alketh him a reafon of the hope

** that is in him,"* and to eive an account

of the faith that he is required to pro-

fefs.-f*

The intemperate zeal, which we may not

unfrequently obferve in polemic writers,

owes not its fpirlt to that gofpel which,

with much good meaning, it aims to de-

fend, but to the genius of that fyflem, which

direds the force and fcope of the writer's

arguments to the terms of fome human

compofition, and by that means often ends

in creating an irreconcilable variance be-

tween the fame perfon and himfelf, in the

twofold character of fubfcriber and writer.

"This has been done in more than an hun-

• dred

* I Pet. ili. 15.

f If this queftion fliould yet be judged contro-

vertible, the reader may promife hinifeif very confiderable

fatisfadtion fiom the perufal of an excellent " prefatory

" difcourfe, containing fome thoughts on the ufe and

*' importance of theological controverfy," prefixed to

the fecond edition of an Hiftorical viev/ of the contro-

verfy concerning an intermediate Hate, printed for

Wheble, 1772, 8vo.
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•dred in (lances among our moft able, as well

as dignliied, expofitors of the prefent age^

And this is a ditiiculty, which will more fre-

quently embarrafs future defenders of our

common chrijftianity, in proportion as our

knowledge is increafed. But, furely, we may

jiope that the dogmata of dark and ignorant

ages will not for ev^er hide from us the light

idf the gofpel, or the pure milk of the word

be much longer withheld from thofe whole

fixii duty it is to give it to otliers. Every

branch of philofophy has undergone a vari-

€iy of changes, and received confiderabk af-

fillance within that compafs of time to which

I refer; nor has the knowledge of the fcrip-

turcs received lefs acquilition. As a fcience, it

has had confiderable aflifla/jice from the

united and fuccedive labours of feveral

learned phiiologifts and critics ; and much

additional collateral knowledge has been

gathered from the teflimony of, certain

learned and inquifitive travellers into the

caftern world,* who, by accurate dif-

qui{ition,s

* See an excellent work intitled Obfervations on

<iivers paflages of fcripture, collected from books of

voyages and travels into the eaft. By Mr. Harmef,

4 volso
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quiations into the cuftoms and manners of

the ancients, as well before, as after the

birth of Chrift, have happily illuftrated

many particulars in the facred writings,

which had occafioned no little perplexity

to former commentators. Even the writings

of unbelievers, though undefignedly on their

part, have been of great fervice to the caufe

of chriftianity, by exciting the fpirit of ex-

amination in its profeflbrs, and by giving

occafion to many rational and truly va-

luable defences of revelation. Nor has

a rational knowledge of our bible been im-

proved and increafed among us, by any

thino- more than the obfervance of that

canon of icripture-criticifm laid down by the

immortal Lccke, of making the fcriptures

their own interpreters.*

When,

* See his Reafonablensfs of chrrflrianrty, and his

two Vindications of it: " Wiclift," alfo, fays his. ele-

gant biographer, Mr. Gilpin (2d edit. 1776. p. 4.)

" feems to have chalked out for himfelf a fimpler path^

** He took the naked text of fcriptiire into his hands,

" and became his own annotate. r. The writings of the

* fchoolmen, he f^on found, were calculated only to

^ make
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When, excluiive of the confideration of

any fcriptural grounds for the inftitution of

human formularies of religious faith and

dodrinb, we are told of their utility and ex-

pedience in other refpc-fts, it is not eafy to

fee the force of the argument. To conclude

that fuch fuppofed utility and expedience

were intended to be referred to the emolu-

ments and interelis annexed to our feveral

ilations, would be to harbour uncharitable

and difparaging fentiments of the propofers,

and would argue almoll: as malevolent a mind

in the perfon who fhould give it credit, as it

"would doubtlefs argue a profligate avarice in

the

** make fcclaries, the bible alone to make a rational

*' chriflian"—'* The day will come, I hope, faid

*' Wicjift", (ib, p. 63.) when men will be v/ife enough

" to fhake from their necks the dominion of human ordi-

" nancts j and difdain fubmiilion to any ecclefiaftical

" injunilions, but fuch as are plainly authorifed by the

*' word of God." Lord Cobham, concluding his ac-

count of his faith, fays, *' Finally my faith is, that God
" will a(k no more of a chridian in this life, than to

*'- obey the precepts of his bleiTed law. If any prelate of

*•' the church requircth more, or any other kind of obe-

*' dience, he contemneth Chrift, exalteth himfelf above

*' God, and becometh plainly andchrift." lb. p, 121.
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the perfon who Ihouki advance It. It v/ould

be afcrlbing to them the fpirit of Deme-

trius, who had the afTurance to proclaim,

that by his craft or employment, he and his

fellow-craftfmen had their wealth, and join-

ing in the cry againft Paul, '* great is Diana

** of the Ephefians."* For this idea then

we will fubilitute a more candid one, and

fuppofe that fuch utility and expedience are

referred to the fpirltual interefls of the body

of chriflians, or, in other words, to the fup-

pofed true interefls of chriitianity.

But we may immediately fugged, in

behalf of the reverfe of this plea, one un-

anfwerable truth. The uniform and con-

current experience of all ages fince chrifti-

anity was firft connedled, or taken into al-

liance, with the civil power, declares againft

both this utility and expedience. I do not

confine myfelf to the latter periods of ourown

church-hifiory,for the fad; is equally evident

with refpe^fttoform.er ages, and with reference

to every chriftian church. The prefumptive

argument carries on its very face the fuppo-

fition of the lefs utility of the chridian fcrip-

tures

* Ads xix. 24—28, ^c.
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tures to the dodrines and explications of

men. If it be urged that it promotes confent

touching true religion ; I not only deny the

fa(fl from experience, but the poffibility of

it from the nature of the thing itfelf : and

will venture to obierve, that human formu-

laries of religious faith and doutrine> efla-*

bli filed in christian and proteftant coun-

tries, have caufed numberlefs inconve-

nlencies to the profellbrs of true religion^

And might not inftances be brought of

writers in our own church, who, to accom-

modate themfelves and their works to the

reigning fyflem, have been obliged to mif-*

reprefent the genuine dodrines of thegofpel,

and thereby have afforded triumph to their

adverfaries of different denominations, and

matter of doubt, perplexity, and offence to

many of their own communion, who

might be otherwife defirous to edify by

their labors ?

Thefe expedients then riot ohly fail of

fecuring an uniformity of opinion, but even

of fecuring an uniformity of profefiion. Each

ingenuous inquirer abounds in his own fenfe,

and it is no more unufual to fee a number of

members
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members of our own church as far from

agreement with each other in their opinions

on fome points, on which, however, the

church has decided with tolerable precilion>

as we find them unanimoufly difagreeing

with diflenters or feparatifts from the church

of England upon certain other topics. It

will not be foreign to this part of my ar-

gument, and more particularly after the

foregoing coniiderations, to aik. Why this

diveriity of opinions may not as fafely be

exprefsly allowed by the fupreme authority

of the ftate, as left to be enjoyed on the

precarious tenure of connivance; in apparent
'

contradidion to the avowed deiign of the

impolition, to the prejudice of truth, fmce-

rity, and freedom of inquiry ; and to the

great unhappinefs of many worthy and con-

fcientlous men ?

Whatever arguments in favour of an ella-

blifhment of human formularies of religious

faith and dodlrine are acknowledged to owe

their rife and force to mere political wifdom,

will be found upon inquiry to have origi-

nated from a fource in no connection with

VOL. J. C the
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the gofpel of Chrlft, who built on no fuch"

found.uion, and confeqiiently are of illegi-

timate defcent -, and when carried to their

utmofl: pitch of authority often make agaiinft

their very patrons.

So far as the gafpel of Chriil is favorable

to the reafoDable liberty of every man ; fo-

far as it inculcates, and is calculated to pro-

mote, the profeffion of faith in Chrift, and

the hopes of a life to come, in all fmcerity

and truth, and a life here in all godlinefs

and honefty ; fo far as it teaches obedience to*

all the lawful commands of government ;

'

juft fo far is that gofpel pure and unadul-

terated, favorable to the interefl: of the whole

and of every member of civil fociety. But, no

foorrer do the civil powers impofe their addi-

tions, or inforce the obligations of chriftians

by human penalties, than the humble fpirit

of the gofpel and the willing obedience of

the chriftiarr are at an erpd. The motives of

duty are no longer affedlion and gratitude

to God, but abjed fear of punifhment, or

fordid hope of reward in the prefent life,

v/hich never fail to difappoint the civil.

magi (Irate
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maglilrate of that fupport and feciirlty which

he would otherwife derive from religion. If

it were poflible to fuppofe a focietj to exif!:

which had interefts oppofite to the prefent

happinefs, and future hopes of its members,

fuch fociety would indeed receive no benefit

from the gofpel of Chrift, and might, there-

fore, confiflently enough with its own views

and ihtereils, deface or even deftroy it. And
if any thing like this is the effed; of exclufive

eftablifhments of religion as they are now
conftituted, can the offenfive parts of them

be removed too foon * ?

C 2 Let

* i)r. Campbell, in his fermon preached before the

Synod of Aberdeen, 177M obferves, in anfwer to the

queftion, What is the church of Ghrift ? " If we recur,"

fays hci (p. 59.) " to the new Teftament fol" an expla-

*' nation^ it is no other than the community of his faith-

*' ful difciplesj a<Sluated by his fpirit ; for if any man
*' have not the fpirit of Chrift, he is none of his.

" (Rom. viil. g.) I fliall add one queftion more. What is

*' the intereft of this church ? In the view which our

" religion gives of it, it is not their wealth, or rank, or

*' fame^ or even the fecurity of their lives and fortunes ;

** but it is their advancement in faith and purity. Can
** I, then, by corrupting one of the members, and

*' .hazarding the infection of the reft, advance the purity

** of the whole ? Indeed, if you mean by the church,

" according
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Let u« now return to the confideratlon of

the duty of the individual, in contradiftiniflion.

to the duty of the fociety to which he belongs,

as we may collet it from the precept of our

infpired apoftle Paul, *' Let every man be

** fivlly perfuaded in- his own mind."

No man can juftly be faid to '' be full/

*' perfuaded in his own mind," until he has

€X£rcifcd his inteliedual iacukies in a fair

and full inquiry^. And that convidion:

which follows inquiry, will ever be the right

faith to that individual, however different

from the profeffion of thofe among whom he

may live^ or the principles of tliofe under

whorrk

"' according: to the acceptation of the word with many,

<^ a certain order of men only; and> ^^ y^i* mean by

« their intereft, their lucrative offices,, dignity, and

« power, and the credit of thofe dogmas on which the

« whole is founded ; I fhall admit, that the caufe of the

« church, in your fenfe of the word, and the caufe of

*« virtue, which is the caufe of God, may be as oppofitfi

'' as truth and falfehood, heaven and hell."

* " Scepticifm and credulity are equally unfavorable

« to the acquifition of knowledge. The latter anti-

*« cipates,. and the former precludes all inquiry. One

" leaves (he mind fatisfied with error, the other with

''• ignorance;" Dr. Percival's *• Father's Inftrudion*-

tjohis children." i2mo. ad edit, parti, p. 90-.
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^'liom he may have been educated -j-. Ortho-

doxy is a word of very vague and indeter-

ininate fignification : it meaneth one thing

to-day, and another to-morrow ; one thing

with the proteftant, another with the papift,

^nd fomething very wide from the meaning of

cither, when ufed by the jew .or mahomedan.

C 3
Inquiry

f " A man may be an heretic in the truth ; and if he

^* believe things only becaufe his paftor fays fo, or the

*' aflembly fo determines, without knowing other rea-

**' fon, though his belief be true, yet the very truth he

** holds, becomes his herefy."—-Milton's Areopagitica.

l(p. 318.^—edit, affixed to Remarks on Johnfon's Life of

Milton. i2mo. 1780.—And, in a following page f328)

of the fame invalu-able plea for unlicenfed printing, the

fame great *' John Milton of the commonwealth" writes,,

"*' 'Tis not denied, but gladly confeft, we are to fend

"** our thanks and vows to heaven, louder than moft of

^* nations, for that great meafure of truth which we en-

** joy, efpeciaHy in thofe main points between us and

** the pope, with his appurtenances the prelates : but he

^ who thinks we are to pitch our tent here, and have at-

*' tained the utmoft profpecl of reformation, that the

*** mortal glafs wherein we contemplate, can ftiew us,

*' 'till we come t© beatific viiion, that man by this very

^* opinion declares, that he is yet far fliort of truth."

And again (p. 352.) *' Let truth and falfehood grap-

" pie; who ever knew truth put to the worfe, in a free

*' and open encounter ? Her con-futiiig is the fceft aad

** fureft fuppreiTwig."
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Inquiry, therefore, is the duty of every

man from the nature of things. Under the

gofpel-difpenfation, and as members of a

proteftant church, we are under the obliga-

tion to make and purfue Qur inquiries, other-

wife we take up our chrillianity and protef-

tantifm with a fecret refolution to difobey the

commands of our lord and mafter, when they

interfere with the injunctions of a different

authority, and, confequently, to ad: inconfift-

ently with our charader and principles, when

contralled with thofe of the papid:, againfl

whofe impofitions we pretend to proteft.

The apoflle John exhorts the follpwers of

Chrift *' to try the fpirits, Vv'hether they are

?* of God *". Luke highly commends the

greatnefs of mind in the Bereans, declaring

them, as we read it, *' more noble," or of a

better difpofition, " than thofe of TheiTalo-

'* nica, in that they received the word with

** all readinefs of mind, and fearched the

" fcriptures daily, whether thefe things were

** fo-f." Paul calls upon the ThelTalonians

to " prove all things," and having fo done, to

*^ hold faft that which is good J." He bids

th,e

* I John iv. I.

i- Ads xvii. II, and fee biftiop Pearce's Commentary

on the place. % i ThefT. v. 21.
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the Galatians to " ftand faft in that liberty,

** wherewith Chrift had made them free, and

" not to be entangled again with the yoke of

*^ bondage §." To Timothy he writes, "Be
** not aihamed of the teftimony of our lord,

** nor of me his prifoner ||." And early in.

his epiftle to the Romans, with unfliaken

£rmnefs and undaunted courage, he declares

his ®wn attachment to, and ready fervice in,

tlie caufeof his mafter; " I am ready,"* fays

he, ** to preach the gofpel to you tliat are at

** Rome alfo : for I am not afhamed of the

•*' gofpel of Chrift ^ for it is the power of

-** God unto falvation, to every one thatbe-

** lieveth, to the jew firfl, and alfo to tlie

*' Greek**,"

Let me afk, howcan we, as proteftants, juf-

tify our departure even from the ** mother of

C 4 *' harlots

§ Gal. v'. I. I 2 Tim. i. 8.

** Rom. i. 15, 16. " It ie to the laft degree criminal

" and difhonourable for a minifter ofxhe gofpel to conceal

*' the truth, or in a timid and illiberal manner to approach

*' it, likeNicodemus in the night, for fear of the cenfures

** of the world. Hoary and venerable error would to this

** moment have maintained her throne, and the empire of

** darknefs and dullnefs be perpetuated to the end of

** time.
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** harlots and abominations of the earth
-f-,"

but by confulting and reading our bible; pri-

marily maintaining the fupreme and exclufive

authority thereof, and thence confronting

the idolatry and impieties of the Romanifts,

with the ** moft fure word of prophecy,

** whereunto we do well that we take heed,

" as

*' time, and there never would have exifted any fuch re-

*' ligion as the chriftian, any fuch charadlers among man-
*' kind as martyrs and confeflbrs, or any fuch illuftrious

*' aeras in the annals of the world, as religious reforma-

*' tions J had wife and good men ever complimented

*' priefts and princes with believing as they believed, and

*' facriiiced their underftandings at the flirine of the

*' popular fuperftition. Almighty God hath blefled,

" and divine providence will continue to give a blefllng

*^ and fuccefs to every attempt of this kind, to promote

*' rational religion, and the facred caufe of trojth, until

*' at laft thofe things, which now give juft offence to

** intelligent and ferious chriftlans, which damp the fpi-

*' rit of their public devotions, which they ardently, but

*' incfFeclualJy, wifh were removed, will be totally ex-

*' terminated, and the bleffed gofpel in its primaeval purity

*' and fimplicity, free from all human fchemes and cor^

*' rupt admixtures, convince the underftanding, confti-

" tute the faith, direct the pra6lice, and infure the beft

" interefts and happinefs of the whole world." Dr.

Harwood's preface to his Five differtations. 1772, Svo,

t Rev. xvii. 14.
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'* as unto a light that ililneth in a dark

*' place*?" ** Secret things," lays Mofes»

*' belong to the Lord our God ; but thofe

" things which are revealed, belong to us,

** and to our children for ever-f-."

When we put on the charader of mini-

flcrs of a chriftian and proteflant church, it

becomes a confideration of the iirft import-

ance to us, how far our refpedtive engage-

ments admit of any attempt towards the re-

moval
* 2 Pet. i. 19.

Since the firft publication of tiiis fermon, Mr. Evan-

fon has given to the world a very valuable trail entitled,

*« A letter to the right rev. Richard Hurd, D.D. lord

" bifhop of Worcefter ; wherein the importance of the

*' prophecies of the new Teftament, and the nature of

*' the grand apoftacy predicted in them, are particularly

** and impartially confidered." Printed for B. Law, jzd

edit. 1792. In this trail, the author, with the fpirit of a

free and confiftent proteftant, deftroys the limitation or

appropriation of the prediiled rife and reign of antichrift

to the church of Rome. And furely the fpirit of fuch

prophecies reafonably extends to all churches, without

diftinilion of place or perfon, which claim and cxercife

the fame or the like fpiritual power : and the arguments of

Mr. Evanfon (zs a critic or commentatorj go a great

way towards fixing the letter of fuch prophecies upon all

other eftablifhed churches which l^ave pafled the fimpl^cs

bounds of the chriftian fcriptures,

t Deut. xxix. 29t
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moval of thefe flumbling- blocks of oitencc,

and thefe impedinients to the free courfe of

the gofpel, with which it was disfigured and

incumbered before the reformation.

To many of our brethren, refpedable for

their abilities as well as ftation, and truly

amiable in their difpolitions, the previous

engagement to a particular eftablifhed fyftem,

has been ^thought to preclude all farther pro-

grefs in the good and neceffary work of re^-

formation, fo nobly begun by our forefathers.

One writer, indeed, (of fome note in the

controverfy, and who was not without his

followers) advanced the very reprehenfible

paradox, that ** authority once eftabliflied

*' muft be obeyed." A jew or an heathen

would thank that writer for the conceflion,

and would not fail to improve it to conlider-

able advantage, when either of them difi-

puted their faith with the chrlftian; fo like-

wife would the papill when diftr^efled by the

irrefragable arguments of a confident protef-

tant opponent. This dofirine ofindifcriminate

obedience, if as clofely followed in practice

as maintained in theory, would long fince

liave rendered our political creed as precari-

ous
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ous as our religious faith ; it would not only

have militated againft the elTential obliga-

tions of a good chriftian, and good proteilant

in the one cafe, but againft thofe of a good

citizen in the other*.

* It may not be thought unworthy the obfervation of

the inquifitive reader that Dr. Tillotfon afTerted, in a

fermon on Jofh. xxiv. 15. preached at court the 2d of

April, i68q, and which was unexpe6ledly commanded by

the kjjr^g to be pubJifhed, that *' no rnan without an ex-

*' traordinary commiflion from heaven, teftified by work-

^* ing miracles as the apoftles did, ought to affront the

^' eftabliflied religion of a nation, though it be falfe, antf

*' openly to draw men off from the profeffion of it in

^* contempt of the magiftrate and the law, &c." King

Charles II. having flept moft part of the time while the

fermon was delivered, a nobleman flepped up to him,

as foon as it was over, and faid, *' 'Tis pity your majefty

*' flept i for we had the rareft piece of hobbifm that ever

^' you heard in your life." " Od's fifli, he fliall print it

*' then," anfwered the king, and immediately called the

lord-chamberlain, and gave him his command to the dean

to print the fermon. When it came from the prefs, the

dean fent a copy, as a prefent, to the juftly celebrated

Mr. John Howe, who did not only write a long letter

to him upon this erroneous dodlrine^ but expoftulated

with him upon it in a friendly manner ; Dr. Tillotfon

^then dean of Canterbury) burft into tears, and frankly

acknowledged that it was not to be juftified. Dr.

Tillotfon
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But further, it may generally be obfei-ved

that the warmed: friend of the prefent fydem

would hardly choofe to adhere to the expec-

tations and requirements of the formularies

of it fo far, as to oblige himfelf to defend

them at the expence of his prior, more im-

portant, and more binding, obligation to the

church of Chrifl.* In my own eflimation,

our

Tillotfon afterwards added an explanatory paragraph^

(fee Confeffional, 3d edit. p. 263—2-68, note) but it

came fhort of the retradation expe£led by Dr. Patrick,

(afterwards bifhop of Ely,) otherwife it would have

decifively confirmed this anecdote of this eminent englilTi

prelate, which was firft publiflied by Dr. Calamy.—It

is received, however, vi^ithout any referve, by Dr. Birch,

in his life of archbifliop Tillotfon, 8vo. 1752. p. 6f, he.

Sec alfo Mr. Granger's Biographical hiftory of England,

8vo. vol. iii. p. 312. art. Howe: and more particularly

Mr. Palmer's Non-conformifl's memorial, vol. i. p,

414. art. Howe.—There is no judging of the probability

of Dr. Balguy's converfion from hobbifm, as he has not

thought proper to announce the mcafureof hi$ convidlion.

• It fliould feem that every confiftent proteftant would

wifh to refer himfelf on all occafions to the bible only,

as a never-failing barrier againft the devices of men, and

all equivocal defences of them, or hazard the very hu-

miliating confcffion of pope Alexander the III. Sir

John
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©ur church, in none of her ftipulattons- ex-

prefsly requires terms fo hard upon her

members, or fo ruinous to her own foun-

dations. Ultimately, however, the reafons for

our own perfonal cGndud:, whether they re-

fpe(5t our joining in, or objecting to, the late

applications for relief from burdens grievous

to be borne ; or the undefireable alternative

of our continuing in, or renouncing, our mi-

niftration-s under them muft be referred,

and are only amenable, to the confcience of

every individual. Neither the fneers of

weak or wicked men, nor the afperfions

of the malicious, nor the cravings of expe(5l-

ants, ought to afFed: our refpedtive de-

terminations. ** Who art thou that judged
** another's

John Harrington, in a letter to Henry Prince of Wales

(1609.) acquaints him, that " every day during that

*' lent, friar Fulgentio, of the order of Servites, preached

* the word of God purely and without mixture. The
*' pope, hearing of the fermons of this honeft man, fent

" for the Venetian ambaflador, and told him, that he

•' had been informed, that one Fulgentio bad preached

*' doctrines contrary to the catholic faith. The am-
*' baflador anfwered, that he preached nothing but

" the Vv'ord of God. ^o I underftand, replied the

** pope, but do not you know, that to preach the gofpei

^^ and the word of God, is to deftroy the catholic reli-

«* gion ?" See Birch's Life of Hen. prince of Wales,

8yo, 1760. p, 167..
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** another's iervant ? To his own mafter nc
** ftandeth or falleth*. Oiir rnafter is Chrift,-

and his gofpel the law by which we fliall b^

judged.

It is the opinion of fofne of our bfethrehi

^nd thofe not a few, that a juft fenfe of our

duty and attachment to the national church,-

does not extinguifh the obligation to dif-

cover the blemifhes and weaker parts of its

efuabllfhment J but that while we do juftice

to its excellencies, W^e fliould not conceal its

defetfls, for by fo doing we fhould be

better able to giiard ourfelves againft thd

infidioiis attacks of our avowed adverfaries,

who often come atnong us only to difcover

the nakednefs of our land, and to reproach

us for our partiality. And, under this per-

fuafion, the fame perfons confidered them-

felves under the further obligation refped:-

fully to folicit the removal of all tin-

fcriptural and unedifying impofitions, and

the fubftitution of the chridian fcriptures

alone* as the only legitimate terms of ad-

miflion into the miniftry of a chriftian and

a proteftant church* and the only terms

of communion with her. With equal refo-

lutiori

* Rom. xiv. 4.
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lution, equal judgment and zeal, it is Koped

that the fame men would refolutcly have

maintained and defended that barrier which

chriftianity and proteftantifm have jointly

placed, as well for the defence of true reli-

gion, as the prevention of all foreign en-

croachment and ufurpation.

It deferves to be remarked, however, that

there feemed, upon the whole, to be as

little agreement in the feveral reafons af-

ligned for the continuance of our human

formularies, as is generally found in the

interpretation and conftrudtion of them.

One refpeded antiquity ; another objecfted

the danger of innovations ; a third wiflied for

a partial and fuperficial reform, far fhort of

the root of the grievance ; a fourth objeded

to the mode of application; a fifth to the

conftitutional impradicability of any further

alterations.

Antiquity is, indeed, a venerable and re-

fpedable name. But the gofpel in its fim-

plicity, is of longer Handing than any of

thofe additions which are pretended to be en-

grafted upon it. Antiquity, if made to refer

to any matter fubfequent to the publication

of the- gofpel, will juftify nothing, which

the



{ 48 )

the light of our own age informs us is in-

congruous with, or repugnant to, the defign of

publilliing the chriflian religion to the world,

which can only be difcovered by recurring to

the aera whence it derives its original ; and

to be guided in this inquiry by any thing

but the original record, would only lead us

into perplexity, deception, and darknefs*.

The

* " That which I complain of is, that we look upon

** wife men that lived long ago with fo much veneration

*' and miftake, that v/e reverence them not for having been

" wife men, but that they lived long fince-'* Bifliop

Jer* Taylor's Liberty of prophefying, § 8. p. 210.

And, indeed, while we refpe^l men who lived feme ages

ago merely on account of their knowledge (except in

cafes where their teftimony is evidence of fa(5ts,) it is

certain that the longer interval between thdir days and

our own, the weaker fhould feem their difcernment, as

far as fmiple authority is concerned. Agreeably to

this idea is an old obfervation, which hath been fre-

quently repeated, *' A pigmy on a giant's (boulder,

'* can fee further than the giant himfelf."
,
See Daille

on the Right ufe of the fathers, part 2d. p. 192. and

biftiop Croft's Naked truth, p. ii, printed 1675.

Luther allowed that heretics " might be corredtcd and

*' forced, at leaft to filence, if they publicly denied any of

^ the articles received by all chriftians, and particularly

^* that Chrift is God." See Toulmin's Life of Socinus.

gvo. J777. p- 114. ^rid Socinus in a letter to Martinus

Vadovitz,



( 49 )

The danger of innovation is an ecclefiaf-

tical watch-word of very trifling importance

when ufed to difcourage the removal of

forms

Vadovitz, profeffbr in the academy at Cracow, writes

" The only thing to be regarded (with an herefiarch)

is to hinder his endeavour to propagate his doi5lrine,

and, if it cannot be otherwife done, by chains and a

prifon." (p. 105) Schlichtingius, a difciple of Socinus,

improved confiderably upon the limited principles of

toleration maintained by his mafter. Upon all which

Mr. Toulmin obferves in his Life of Socinus, 8vo. 1777.

p. 119. that " Schlichtingius would probably have never

" proceeded fo far in liberality of thinking, if Sociniis

« had not opened the way. Mankind are difpoffefted of
*' their miftakes and prejudices only by degrees. A juft

" fentiment is ftarted by onej another adopts it, places it

** in new and different views, and carries it to its utmoft

" extent. The garden, which has been over-run with weeds
" and noxious herbs, requires, befides the hand that clears

" the foil of thefe obftrudlions to the growth of good
" feed, the care and ikill of others to carry the beautiful

" flower and generous fruit to perfe(Stiori : this is the
*' more pleafing ta(k, and is apt to engrofs applaufe ;

" but the former labor is rather moft meritorious, and
" prepares the way for the latter's more agreeable toil.

" To them, therefore, whofe ftudies have cleared away
" the clouds of error, and fcatfered, in any good def^ree,

" the mifts of ignorance and bigotry, be merit and '

" praife afcribed ; though they did not pour upon the

" human mind the full light of truth, nor entertain the
" moft generous fentiments themfejves.*'

VOL. I, D
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forms and ordinances which confeil'edfy ob^

ilrud chriftian edification, for the fake of

which, furely, fometbing more ought to be

hazarded than the lofs of a merely ideal

uniformity J and upon which the fpirit of the

gofpel, bleffed be God^ lays no fuch ftrefs, as-

to make the ufe of them an indifpenfible con-

dition either of chriftian communion here, or

ofeverlafting falvation hereafter. Theapoflle

Paul was not backward, to declare, in his

epxftle to the Romans, in the true fpirit of

an apoftle, " Let God be true, but every

man a liar*." And this fuppofed danger

was (we well know, and ought to remem-

ber with unfeigned thankfulnefs) fuccef-

fively difregarded by Mofes and the pro-

phets, by Chrift and his apoftles, by Luther

and his followers, in fpite of all the inte-

refted clamors of their opponents.

In anfwer to thofewho have wi(hedfor a

partial reform-, and alfo have objected to the

mode of application, it will be fuffieient to

reply, that nothing was thrown in the way

of others of our brethren who chofe to feek

their own relief in their own way. The expe-

riment

* Rom. iii. 4.
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nm6nt was tried by a body of very learned

and refpedable men; and ended in fome-

thing very like the converfion of the firft

promoter of it to the principles and pro-

ceedings of the petitioning clergy*.

D 2 In

* See an excellent pamphlet^ generally afcribed to Mr.
WoUafton, entitled, << Confiderations on the ftate of fub-

ftription to the articles, and liturgy of the church of

Englandj towards the clofe of the year 1773. By a

confiftent proteftdnt." Printed for Wilkie. p. 35—37.
Korean the conclufion ftated above be thought more than

the words of the worthy and ingenuous confiderer will

juftify. After fpeaking of the application of Mr. WoU
lafton and his aflbciateS to the bifhops^ and the anfwer

returned that " in their opinion, it was neither prudent

" nor fafe to do any thing," the writer (who was not

a petitioner, p. 46.) obferves, " The petitioner's thereby

" feem to be juftified in not halving applied to them at

« firft." p. 37, And again, (p. 48.) after telling his

reader that he had thought an amendment of the articles

more to be defired than their being wholly laid afide, and,

therefore, he had joined in the application to the

bifhops for a revifal :
« But I have fince, fays he, been

" convinced of my error^ and am not afhamed to ac-

" knowledge it. A man need never be afhamed of
" amendment. I am fatisfied upon fuller confiderationj

" that the requiring of fubfcription to human articles of
" faith, though pradifed in proteftant churches, can only
•* be defended on the principles of popery." &c, &c.
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In- favour of the conftitutional impratflica-

bility of the meafure, a claufe in the a<£t'

of union which declares the prefervation of

the ecclefiaftical eftaHi (hmen t of both king-

doms, to be a fundamental and effential coa-

. dition of the uni^n, has been much infifted

on. But this ad was clearly intended only

to prevent each of "the contradrng parties

from interfering with the other, v^^ithout the

mutual confent of both. In this fenfe, have-

fome diftingui(hed lawyers, and other emi-

nent writers, interpreted this favourite no-

tion of fome men', which is the (heet-an-

chor of their oppofition, to any further re-

formation ; in this fenfe, it was ably ex-

plained in parliament, and correfpondent

with fuch explanation, is the account of thd'

beft contemporary hiflorian*.

* See bifhop Bun>et's "' Hiftory of his pwn times,'*

vol. ii. p. 463. The only law-authority that I can recol-

ka, at this time, for the real exiftence of this objeaion,^

is Sir William Blackftone, who was long ago con-

futed by the mafterly pen of an anonymous writer^

under the name of Mifomumpfiitius, in two letteFs in the

St. James's Chronicle, of February 6, and April 8-,-

I J 66, and fince republiibed in a valuable colleaion of

" Letters
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The apoftle Paul fays, *• Let all things

^ he done decently and in order*," and

P 3 fo

"Letters and effays in favor of public liberty," in i2mo.

vol. i. p. 162 and 191. Alfo by Dr. Furneaux, in his

*' Letters" to him (lecond edit. 8vo. 1771.)^ by Dr,

Prieflley, in his " Remarks on fome paragraphs," and by

the author of ** An bbjeflion drawn from the zQl of

union confidered, 'Sec." (printed for Dilly, ijji.) and,

occafionally, by certain other learned and ingenious

writers, as alfo by the then foJici tor-general, (Mr. Wed-
derburne,)in the houfe of commons, on February 6th,

J 772 : notwithftanding thefe feveral confutations the ex-

ceptionable paragraphs are continued in the ninth edition

of the commentaries, which is now before me. (See

Introd. §. 4.) Hence I conclude, guiding my judgment

by my own digeft of their refpaftive pleadings, that the

queftion fo peremptorily decided by the commentator is,

while limited to his work, coram .non judice.

Since the firft publication of this fermon, the writer

has Obferved fome very material alterations, which have

taiken place in the fuppofed conftituent part of the union,

judicioufiy recrted-by the inveftigating pen of Mrs. Ma-
caulay, and which precedents were indeed announced

by Mr. Wedderburne, in the houfe of commons. " A
** bill pafled both houfes, (17 12) with little oppofition,

*' for granting a toleration to all fuch as fliould ufe the

" liturgy of the Englifh church in Scotland, with a

<» claufe which required the civil magiftrate to execute

** none of the fentences of the judicatory of the church

« of
^ I Cor.xiv. 4Q.
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fo far as this is applied to modes of difciplihe

which encroach not on the rights of con,

fcience, all may be well. The apoftle does

not appear to have intended more. The
civil magiftrate has no concern with the

religion of his people, fo long as obe-

dience is paid to him in all things law-

fully

*? of Scotland: by another a£t, the courts of judicature

*' were commanded to difcontinue their fitting during

*' fome days at-Chiiftmas : and, by a third, patronages,

" which had been aboliflied by king William, were re-

** ftored." Hifl:. of Eng. from the revolution to the

prefent time, 410, vol. i, p. 258. and alfo Burnet's

O. T. vol. ii. p. 5^4 and 595. '* The Scotch

^' clergy," continues the fair hiftorian, *^ were vehe-

^' ment in their complaints and petitions on thefe fub-

*' je£ts, and with fome juftice complained, that fuch zi\

*' invafion on the church of Scotland was no fmaH
*' breach of the union between both kingdoms." But

in the prefent cafe the difcriminating barrier of the union

would have been no way affected,

The parliament of Great Britain conftitute the fupreme

legiflature of thefe kingdoms : by an a£l of their coU

ledive body the grievance is impofed, and by them only

it can be conftitutionally removed. To them did the

proteftant petitioners apply, but through certain preju-

dices and mifapprehenfions, (of which perhaps this might

rnake one,) and through influence of another fort, which

it would be invidious to recite, they were fuppofed to (a,i\

of fuccefs.
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fully and conflitutionally enacted refpeding

civil matters. His authority is bounded by

overt ads -, the operations of the mind and

the didates of conlcience, as they are out of

his province, {q sre they beyond his autho-

rity. And he is then an enemy to his own

dignity, peace, and intereft, and the good

of the people, w^hen he intermeddles with

the terms of man's acceptance with God

;

he expofes himfelf to the reproach of grofsly

proftituting religion to the moft iniquitous

purpofes, and of reducing it to a mere en-

gine of his fecular government.

To conclude. The church of Chrift

will furvive its corruptions and incum-

brances, infomuch that even ** the gates

of the grave (hall not prevail againft it*."

Under this faithful faying, I truft and

am confident that, in the fulnefs of time,

chriftianity will not only find a full tolera-

tion, but have its free courfe among chrif-

tians, by means of free and liberal ex-

amination ; and, likewife, that the liberty of

interpreting and preaching God's written

word will be allowed and encouraged among

D 4 lincere

* Matt. xvi. i8. and Luke xvii. j.
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fincere and ferious chriftians of all dencmina-.

tions ; and that the difciples of our common

lord and mailer will pradically confiderhim,

not only as the iirfl: publiflier, but ** the

" finlflier of their faith*." In the mean

time, let us remember the exhortation of

Paul to the Romans, to *' mark them who
*' caufe divifions and offences contrary to the

•' doctrine which they had learned ^ and to

" avoid them-f;" and the prophetic lan-

guage of Jefus, ** It is impoffible, but that

** offences will come," and more particu-

larly the admonitory clofe of them, •* but

** woe unto him through whom they

" comej." Be it remembered alfo, that of-

fences equally criminal may arife from the

undue exertion of power, as well as frora

oppofition to eftablifhed authority.

The teflimony of a good confcience will

rife fuperlor to all the revilings and unjuft

reproaches of a fmful and adulterous gene-

ration, and far more than compenfate for all

the facriiices of worldly intereils which we

may be called upon, in the courfe of our

probation,

* Heb. xii. 2. t Rom. xvi. 17.

% Matt, xviii. 7. and Luke xvii. i.
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probation, to make at the altar of truth.

If any of us fhould be called upon tq

f * fuffer as a chriftian, let us not be aihamed -,

** but let us glorify God on this behalf*."

Highly commendable and happy are thofe

who ad with lincerity from their refpedtive

convidtions, and who have previoufly done

themfelves fo much }ull:ice, as to have be-

flowed all neceflary inquiry : but that fer-

vant who fhall have wilfully hidden his ta-

lent, will not be lefs accountable, in the

event, than he who fhall have wilfully mif-

applied it. If we take to ourfelves the cha-

raders of minifters of Chrift, and ftewards

of the myfteries of God, let us not, for the

fake of God and his Chrift, for the fake of

thofe of whom we have taken the overlight,

for the fake of ourfelves, let us not forget,

that ** it is required in flewards, that a man
** be found faithful-f

."

Let temper and moderation diftinguifh us

in all our differences through our chriflian

warfare, as the marks of our difciplefhip,

being vvell alTured that love and mutual cha-

rity

t I Pet. iv. i6. f I Cor. iv. i, 2.
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rity are the principal charad:erirt:ics of a gof-

pel-fpirit. ** Though I fpeak," faith the

apofHe of the gentiles, " with the tojigues of

** men, and of angels, and have not charity,

** I am become as founding brafs, or a tink-

*' ling cymbal. And though I have the gift

" of prophecy, and underftand all myfteries,

'* and all knowledge; and though I have all

** faith, {o that I could remove mountains,

** and have not charity, I am nothing*."

Whatever be our faith, ** Let us add," faith

the apoftle Peter, " to our fa'th virtue : and

** to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge

** temperance ; and to temperance pa-

** tience; and to patience godlincfs ; and to

** godlinefs brotherly kindriefs ; and to bro^

** therly kindnefs charity. For if thefe

*' things be in us, and abound, they make
** us that we fhall neither be barren, nor

" unfruitful in the knowledge of our lord

" Jefus Chriftf." And yet, after, all, we

mull further remember that we are not to

be fupine or negligent, but to ftand faft in

our chriflian liberty, as well as our chriftian

faith i

* I Cor. xiii. i, 2, Sec. f 2?et. I 5—8,
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faith ; and be diligent and watchful over

both. We are exhorted to be good foldiers

as well as good fervants of Jefus Chrlft ; and

•' earneftly to contend for, as well as to

^* preach, the faith once delivered unto the

" faints*." But, at the fame time, we are

to ** make our moderation known unto

'* all men-f."

Finally, my brethren, let us, however

differing in fentiment, agree in thofe things

which are iirft needful. Let us refpedl

our fevcral congregations as flocks com-

mitted to our care, of whom we have

taken the overfight, ** not by conftraint but

** willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a

** ready mind ; neither as being lords over

** God's heritage, but being examples to the

** flock J."
** Let our converfation be as it

•* becometh the gofpel of Chrifl:, fland fafl:

** in one fpirit, with one mind, fl;riving

** together for the faith of the gofpel ; and

** in nothing terrified by our adverfaries

:

* which is to them an evident token of per-

** dition, but to us of falvation, and that of

** God§." Let us be infl:ant in feafon, and

out
* 2 Tim. ii. 3. Jude3. f Phil. iv. 5.

X I Pet. V. ji, 3. § Phil, i. 27, 28.
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out of feafon in promoting ev^ry gopd word

and work ; and, like the good Samaritan,

attend to the condition of our weak and

ipiritually wounded brethren, and not like

the pried or the levite, pafs by on the other

iide. Let us, in few words, be " no more

** children toffed to and fro, and carried

** about with every wind of dodtrine, and by
'^^ the fleight of men, and cunning craftinefs,

** whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; but

' fpeak the truth in love, that we may
*' grow up unto him in all things, who
^' is the head, even Chrift*." Ifitbepof-

fible, let us " not only be almoft, but

^* altogether fuch as Pauh|-." Let us be

fuch, as to be entitled to be numbered

among thofe that *' keep the command-
" ments of God, and the faith of Chriil:J:."

** Now unto him who hath power to

*' ftablidi you according to the gofpel and

" preaching of Jefus Chrift. To God only

'* wife, be glory, through Jefus Chrift, for

*' ever§." Amen.

* Eph. IV. 14, 15. f Ails xxvi. 29.

4: Rev. xiv. 12. § Rom. xvi. 25, 27.

5ERMON
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S E R zM O N II.*

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS FOR CHARITABLE PURPOSES.

LUKE X. 29.

BUT HE, WILLING TO JUSTIFY HIMSELF, SAID UNTO JESU*j

AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR ?

The occafion on which this queftion was

afked of our lord is fo immediately con-

nedted with the affedling and well known

flory, in the gofpel-hiftory, of the good Sa-

maritan, that it deferves our particular con-

fideratiori.

While our lord was giving to his difciples

directions for the difcharge of their miflion,

and alfo telling them of the importance of

that gofpel which he had preached unto them,

and which they fhould preach to all nations,

a certain lawyer flood up, and with a defign

to

* Preached in the cathedral church of Lincoln, at the

meeting of the governors of, and fubtcribers to, the

county hofpital, on Thurfday September 23, 1779.
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to draw from him fome determination fa-

vourable to his own notions and his owit

practice, faid, "Mafter, what fhall I do toin-
*' herit eternal life ?" Our lord referred him>
as he had others on the like occafions, to the

law of Mofes, (which was, or (hould have

been the rule of his religious condud:,) by
afking him this pertinent queftion, ** What
*' is written in the law ? How readeft thou ?

And he anfwering faid. Thou fhalt love

the lord thy God with all thy heart, and

with all thy foul, and with all thy ftrength,

and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour

as thyfelf." Jefus then gave him in re-

ply a plain folution of his queftion ; and to

fatisfy him that he was in no wife deficient,

at leaft in the knowledge of his duty, added^

" Thou haft anfwered right ; this do, and
'* thou fhalt live."

But this was not fuffieient for the querift.

The word " neighbour" was to him a.term of

doubtful meaning ; and Jefus adting and

teaching in a manner fo different from the

ordinary tribe of teachers, he reafonably

enough fiifpeded that Jefus might put

a difftrent fenfe upon the expreflion ; in

whic^i
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which cafe he might not find his juftificatiori

in the true fenfe of the precept, compared

with his pradlices. He, therefore, afl^s this

further queftion, *' Who is my neigh-

** hour ?" Jefus, with a view to the fatis-

fa(5tion of his hearers, as well as the infor-

mation of the inquirer, chofe to give his

anfwer, in a (hort and affecting hiftory,

which being perfectly intelligible to his

audience, fufficiently explained his own idea

of the love of their neighbour, and the

propriety of it would be abundantly con-

firmed by having the aiTent of the lawyer

from his own moutlu

The literal account, as we read it in

the gofpel, is as follows. ** A certain

" man went down from Jerufalera to Jeri-

'* cho, and fell among thieves, who ftripped

** him of his raiment, and wounded him,
** and departed, leaving him half-dead. And>
*' by chance, there came down a certain

** prieft that way, and when he faw him^
*^* he paiTed by on the other fide. And like-

•* wife a levite, when he was at the place,

** came and looked on him, and pafled by
** oh the other fide. But a certain Sama^

** ritan>
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** ritan, as he journeyed, came where he
** was; and when he law him, he had com-
** paffion on him, and went to him, and
** bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and
*•' wine, and fet him on his own bead, and

* brought him to an inn, and took care of

** him. And on the morrow, when he de-.

*' parted, he took out two-pence, and gave

" them to the hoii, and faid unto him, take

** care of himi and whatfoever thou fpendefl

** more, when I come again, I will repay

** thee. Which'now of thefe three, thinkeft

** thou, was neighbour unto him that fell

** among the thieves ? And he faid. He that

** fliewed mercy on him. Then faid Jefus

** unto him. Go and do thou likewife-f*."

A variety of refledions arife in the mind

of a thinking man on the recital of this

fad tale. The traveller is reprefented to be

** half-dead" from the ill treatment he had

met with, and not in a condition, to make

any audible complaints. It was neceffary,

to be fenfible of his mifery, to take a nearer

view of him, and to examine in what con-

dition he was left. The law of Mofes pror-

nounced

fLukex. 30—37.
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ttoiinced that perfon unclean who iliould

touch a man who was (lain with a fword in

the open fields *. And it concerned the

priefls and levites more particularly to be-

ware of fuch uncleannefs. Their fcruples,

iuggefted by this and the like precepts, might

probably deter the prieft and the levite from

lending this miferable objetft their afiiftance.

They had other precepts, however, and were

often put in mind of them by our lord,

from which they "might learn that ads of

charity and compaffion would atone for any

irregularity in the legal performance of them.

This is the beft conftrudion we can put upon

the behaviour of this prieft and levite. Ths
objedlion of the Samaritan to this a6l of

charity was equally ftrong. He was prohi-

bited any communication with jews, and this

unfortunate traveller was one of that people.

But the differences between the jews and
the Samaritans did not extinguifh the feel-

ings of humanity in the breaft of this good
man, or difpofe him to add to the diftrelTes

of one nearly overpowered and ready to link

under his fufferings, either by felfiil:i indif-

ference,
* Numbers xix. i6. In lxx wounded.

VOL. J. E
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fercnce, deriiion or exultation. He dM not

think it a way to render an acceptable fer-

vice to the common father of all, to over-

look, to perfecute, or deftroy one of his'

creatures, who looked towards heaven as-

well as himfelf, and might be paffing on his:-

journey thither by a different road. But,

whether he was or no, the poor man was

a fellow-creature, whom he was virtually

commanded to fuccour and preferve, in ths

great prohibitory injundion not to hurt of

deftroy him.

Whatever might be the faith of the Sama-

ritan, the divine religion of humanity, in all

it's full force, rofe fuperior to the little pre-

judices of fedt or party. His heart expanded,

and his hand was employed in the heavenly

occupation of doing good. *' He went to

** to him, he bound up hi5 wounds, he^

** poured in oil and wine, he fet him on his.-

** own heart, he brought him to an inn, he

" took care of him ; on the morrow whea
** he departed," purfuing the call of his.

journey, " he took out two-pence", (as much,

poflibly, as he had, or as much at leaft as

was neceflary,) ** and gave them to the hoft,.

" and
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** and fald unto him. Take care of Him j ahd

** vvhatfoever thou fpendeft more, when I

*' come again, I will repay thee."

With great propriety was this narrative

chofen for the convidion of the lawyer, and

given as the triie interpretation of the law,

which was the objedt of his inquiry : and

juftly was the example of the good Sama-

ritan propofed to him by Chrift, and urged

by his admonitory advice, ** Go and do thou

** likewife."

If there be one virtue or ad ofgoodnefs upon

which extraordinary ftrefs is laid throughout

the new Teftament it is brotherly love,

benevolence, or charity, in it's moft extended

fenfe. Benevolence, limited neither by the

boundaries of country, nor the profefTions of

religion, nor modes of government. We are

all human, and are fubjed to the fame v/ants,

infirmities, and neceffities, as well intelledual

as corporeal; and, as fuch, the fame duties

of forbearance, protedion, and humanity,

are bound upon us by the univerfal law

of nature. To us, who embrace the glori-

ous and ever bieffed gofpel of Chrift, the

obligation comes with fuch an irrefiflible

E 2 recom-
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recommendation, that we mu{l be hardened

againft all imprefllons of piety to refift the

motives on which the duty is enforced. We
miift be not only without the awe of religion,

and the fuggeftions of reafon, but even the

affedions of humanity. If we had no other

revelation of Goer's will than that law

which i-s written upon our hearts, (of which

we are all confcious,) the great duty of

charity towards each other is infeparably

annexed to our nature. Much more then

upon us reds this duty in all it's branches,

and on all poflibleoccafions, who, profefling

ourfelves chriftiaiis, fhould walk even as

Chrift walked; and diligently obferve thofe

law^s v/hich regulated his own condud:,

which he left for us, and confirmed by his

death, and by which, at the end of time, wc

fhall finally be judged.

However exalted, or however humbled,

*' the Lord is the maker of us- all ; he

** maketh poor, and maketh rich ; he bringefh

** low, and lifteth up *." And from thefe

difpenfations of his providence, arife the

rcfpecftive duties of contentment and refigna-

tion

* Prov. xxli. 2. and r Sam. ii.
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tion under all afflicfiions and vifitations of

his hand ; as alio the exercife of protec-

tion and beneficence from the great and the

wealthy, and thofe in affluence and eafy cir-

cumftances, towards the poor and the needy,

and thofe whole lot it is ** to eat their bread

** with fcarcity*." And what can exceed

that exclamation of Job, " I was eyes to

** the blind, and feet was I to the lame.

*' I was a father to the poor ; and the

** caufe w.hich I knew not, I fearched

*' out -f-."

Under the gofpel-difpenfation, however,

fome perfons, mifcalling themfelves chrif-

tians, may be inclined to alk, *^ Who
** is my neighbour ?" It is anfwered. We
Jiave not only the duty of charity impofed,

but it's nature and extent declared to us.

The exercife of it is not cut off, as the

land is feparated by the waters : it is

alfo left free and voluntary, intended to be

directed according to our judgment, and in

proportion to our ability ; and both in re-

fpedt to our judgment and ability, every man
is a law of charity unto himfelf. The poor

E 3 widow's

* Deut. viii. 9. f Job, xxix. 15, 16,
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widow's two mites, which were caft into the

tireafury *, were the tribute of a good and

generous heart, and were accordingly re-

ceived as a more acceptable offering than

the donations of others, more confiderable in

fpecific value, extorted by much intreaty,

by fear, or by vanity. Partial indeed would

be the ways of almighty God, if it was the

value of the gift, that "covered the multi-

** tude of fms -f-,"
and opened the gates of

heaven ; for then only would " the rich in

** this world's goods J" meet with forgive-

nefs, and polTefs the keys ** of the city of

^* the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem§."

We ought to remember the words of our

lord, ** It is more blefTed to give, than to

** receive
||

:" and that the fervant who had

but '* two talents" committed to his care,

was proportionably rewarded with him that

had *' five :" he only that had one talent

was ** caft into outer darknefs," becaufe

he had not ufed it *' profitably," but had

1* hidden it in the earth**."

We
* Mark xii. 42. Luke xxi. 2.

t I Pet. iv. 8. I I John Hi. 17.

§ Heb. xii. 22. p A6ts xx. 25.

t* Matt, xxiii. 14—30.
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We are indeed cautioned in the exercife

:of our charity " not to do our alms before

-*' men, tobefeen of them, otherwife we have

** no reward of our father who is in heaven :

** and that when we do our alms, we are not

** to found a trumpet before us, that we may
** have glory of men, but todiftribute them in

*^ lecret, and our father who feeth in fecret,

*^ will reward us openly*." But it may

not always be poflible to conceal our adts of

jcharity and bounty j and, in fome inftances,

to conceal our benefadions would amount

io the defeating the ufe of them. The affec-

tation of appearing munificent to the public,

for the fake of the reputation of being cha-

ritable and generous, is really the thing for-

bidden ; an(J there may be fomething worfe

than affe(flation in refufing to contribute to

public charities, on the pretence that you

are enjoined to do your alms only in pri-

vate
-f-.

E 4 In
«• Matt. vi. I—4,

t See Cooper's " Letters concerning Tafte," 3d edit

1737. Letter 1 8. (p. 116.) a fine apoftrophe in favour

of fecret charity.—" Of all tafte may heaven beftow on
<" me chiefly this ! that when I rock the cradle of the

^' orphan.
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In behalf of public inftitutions in favour

of the afBided and unfortunate, it may juftly

be argued that they are public invitations to

the diftreiTcd and the needy, and have, in

that refpecl, an advantage over the private

benefaclions of the liberal. The diftrellcs

of a fellow-creature may not be known to

him who would relieve ; or, if known, the

relief wanted may exceed the means for a

fupply ', or, from the nature of the cafe, the

fufferer may linger under his afflidions, be-

(:aufe the remedy may not be within the

compafs of his ability or procuremicnt. But

when the fons and daughters of adverfity,

who have drunk deep of that bitter cup,

lie on the bed of ficknefs, or under the

pains of a fradure, and know where the

doors are open for their reception, and that

their admiiton is eafy, it is more than

probable that they will lift up their dejeded

countenances and direct their voice to that

afylum.

" orphan, cr wipe the gu&ing tear from the eyes of the

*? widow, I may adminifter both in fo filent a manner,
" tha-t neither they fliould feel the pain of receiving, nor
" the tainting breath of the world's promulgation diftur

" the quiet purpofe of my heart, brooding over it's un-
'f fpcakable tranfport in facred fecrefy."
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afylum. Suppofe, for a moment, that they

were not to know the hand that could ad-

mit them, they could not but know thofc

who would, at leafi:, lead them thither,

and feek them a friend in the time of their

dreadful need. Diftrefs is unafteded and

ever eloquent -, it calls the attention of the

thoughtlefs, and finds accefs to the mofl

obdurate heart. If the afflidled " afk," they

will ** receive ;" if they ** feek," they will

not fail to ** find ;" if they ** knock, the door

* will be opened unto them*." Cold, hunger,

and nakednefs are fometimes, alas! the

wretched companions of health; but in

ficknefs they muH: fliake the mofb robuft

conftitution, and more frequently lay low in

the duft the firongeft of the fons of men.

Another argument in favour of public

inftitutions for the purpofes of relief

and affiftance to the fick, and the lame,

is the very fpirit which it excites among

our fellow-chriftians and fellow-citizens,

among our ** kinsfolk and acquaint-

*^ ance -"-f it is having intercourfe, fociety,

and

* Matt. vii. 7. Luke xi, 9.

f Luke ii. 44,
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and communion with others in ads of be-

neiicence ; it is a pradical invitation to all

to come and " do likewife," In many cafes,

and with many people, precepts die away,

they pafs over and are forgotten, but ex-

amples prevail and are followed. Thefe con-

fiderations, added to an honefl and judicious

difpofition of the public flock, will, in time,

bring over the fpeculative approvers of our

inftitution to clafs themfelves among the

willing benefadors -, and, in proportion to

the increafe of the means for its fupport^

the utility of the inftitution will be con-

firmed and extended.

Thofe who now fblicit your affiftance,

folicit in behalf of others, not of themfelves.

Did the fucceflion of patients who have been

benefited by the bequefls made to our county-

hofpital, prefent themfelves before you, they

might, probably, plead with more fuccefs

;

but, having obtained the advice andaffiftance

which thcii feveral cafes required, they are re-

turned to the protedionof their families, th€

comfort of their friends, and to the fervice of

their country. The annual flat-ed accounts are

authentic documents in proof of the matter

of fad. But further, the deiign of this infti-

tution
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tution is not only favorably circiimftanced in

refpe(fl to the difintereftednefs which attends

the folicitations of its advocates, but the

neceffities of the patients are fuch as arife

from cafual, unforefeen, and involuntary

dirtrefs. If any objedls deferve relief, thofc

furcly have a good claim to it for whom we

now plead; their ficknefs and infirmities have

not been the immediate purchafe of vice, but

are the fatherly vilitations of the wife and

good providence of God, as well, poffibly, to

try the virtue of benevolence in us, as thofe

ofpatience and refignation in them. To thefe

conliderations let me add one more, which is

neceffarily and immediately conne6led with

the others, in order to carry them finally

into effed: ; for it ought not to pafs unob-

ferved, that it is no fmall encouragement to

the carting in our mites, that we may reft

aflured that we (hall have faithful proxies

In the difpofition of our benefactions.

Thefe and limilar inftitutions for an al-

moft infinite variety of diftreffing cafes,

which cannot be fufficiently provided for by

law, have reflefted much honor upon our

iiational charad;er. The great number of

them
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them planted in the metropolis and in dif-

ferent parts of the country, and the generous

fupport they have received, and the fpirit

with which they have been conduded, have

defervedly diflinguiilied us as Britons, in

this refpecl, above all other people in Eu-

rope. But we mufl not take to ourfelves

any further fhare in this honorable diflinc-

tion, than what we are juiily entitled unto.

This county, to which we more particularly

belong, is of large extent; and as it contains

many objedis of our bounty, fo ought it to

fend forth many benefadors to their necef-

iity ; for our affluence is certainly more than

proportionate to our population. PofTefled

of the means, and convinced of the occa-

fion for the exercife of thofe means, by

the authentic annual reports of the hofpitaU

we fhould endeavour, with a laudable and

difcreet emulation, to raife our provincial

character to its due equaHty with others of

our countrymen.

The particular charity under our prefent

confideration has hitherto had to ftruggle

with all the difficulties attendant on a new

inftitutlon; the fettling of proper rules forits

government.
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government, the purchafe of a convenient

and healthful iituation ; and the eredion of

a building, (which confefTedly is elegantly

plain,) have employed much time and money;

it now only waits for the generous fpirit

of a large and opulent county to be com-

mendably exerted in order to give it a full

and ample fupport. It has already done

great and extenfive good, and by the further

foftering care of thofe, who, as patrons and

benefadors to this charity, are really in-

terefted in its fuccefs, would appear in full

vigor and maturity. We all profefs our-

felves chriflians, and {liculd, therefore, live

under the influence of the precepts of chrif-

tianity, and the example of its great preacher,

without regarding the petty difficulties and

frivolous obje<ftions that are thrown in our

way.

If the Samaritan was ready to exert him-

felf, and open his heart and his purfe in be-

half of the traveller palling on his journey

between Jerufalem and Jericho, who being a

jew had, on ordinary occafions, no com-

merce or intercourfe with the Samaritan,

confequently no other tye in his eftimation

linked them together than that of humanity,

much
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much more ought we, who are here affern-«

bled together, to feel for thofe whofe cauft

is this day pleaded before you, not only as

men, but as chri(^ians ; not only as out

countrymen, but as thofe of our houfehold.

Local confiderations make their cafe mord

nearly connecfled with our duty; ** if any

** provide not for his own, and efpecially

** fcr thofe of his own houfe, he hath de-

" nied the faith, and is worfe than an in-

*' fidel*." As fellow-creatures, and fellow-

chridians, they have a good title to our bed

fervices ; as our countrymen and neighbours;^

they are placed under our more immediate

obfervation and protcSlion.

We are bound by intereft as well as

charity to afiift the laborious poor. Com-

mon occafions may find relief in the more

common wav ; but extraordinary occalions

neceiTarily require extraordinary remedies.

And it will be hard to. fay, where,, but in a

public or county hofpital, fufficiently fup-

ported and judicioufly conduded, thefe

remedies can be found, either fo comfort-

ably or fo effedually to the patient. The

improvement of the healing art, from the

variety
* I Tim. V. &.
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variety of cafes which call for medical

ailiftartce, is another argument in favour of

our caufe, of confiderable advantage to the*

community at large.

Finally, Let th^ merits of the whole un-

dertaking then reft upon their own proper

ground. Let the feelings or pafTions cf

men, or, if thefe are fafpicious motives, as

more eafily imputable to partial aftedion and

delufive appearances, let the difpaiiionate

judgment of mankind, formed only upon

reafon and matter of fad:, dired; the hand

that withholds, Ornd the hand that gives. It

is, perhaps, in more fenfes than one, ** more
** blefTed to give, than to receive."

The collected reafons in favour of this

laudable and charitable inftitution arife,

with a convincing force to willing minds,,

from the laws of nature, and the pofitive

written word of God ; from the example of

Chrift, whofe followers and difciples wc

pfofefs ourfelves, and whofe whole life was

employed in ads of mercy and kindnefs, and

in doing good. Other reafons wxre fug-

gefted as well from certain inftindive feel--

ings, as from motives of temporal intereft,

whether
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ivhether we confider that the cafe of thefe

sfflicfted cbje6ls may be our own, or that

we may be deprived of the fervices of the in-

duftrious mechanic, who ** formeth the

*' mattojck and the plough," or of the la-

bourer who tilleth the earth and gathereth

in the corn for our fupport and pleafure, or

of the herdiman who Vv^aiteth on the flocks

which yield our covering and our food.

By the w'iCq ordering of almighty God>

all his creatures are made dependent upon

him, and that dependence is a continued,

though filent, admonition to obey him

:

the dependence Vvhich he hath alfo or-

dained to fubiift between one man and ano-

ther, in a continued feries, is alfo a further

excitement to the obfervance of his laws in

the difcharge of all relative duties, and the

exercife of fundry moral virtues. And it is

rightly argued by the apollle John, '* If any

** man fiy, I love God, . and hateth his

*• brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth

** not his brother whom he hath feen, how
•* can he love God, whom he hath not

•* feen ? And this commandment have we
•* from him, th^t he who loveth God, love

his
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^' his brother alfo*." And fince ** love is

*' the fulfilling of the law"-f', without any dif-

tindlion, let us remember the commendable

and exemplary generofity of the good Sama-

ritan, who gave no ear to his own prejudices ;

who waited not to inquire, " Who was his

^' neighbour ?" for all men are brethren.

Let us remember the important fequel in

this facred ftory, the fignificant feal of ap-

probation fct thereto by the ble/Ted Jefus, in

the important and lafting injundion, " Go
and do thou likewife."

* I John iv. 20, 21. f Rom. xiii. iq.

VOL. I. F SERMON
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SERMON III.*

THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS.

PSALM XCVI. 9.

O WORSHIP THE LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS,

The lively and fpirlted exhortations which

holy David pours forth, in the pfalm before

us, to worfliip and adore our God and

father, not only command the attention, but

convince the judgment. For, beiides the

eloquence of his language, there is argument

even in his exhortations. He places the one

true God, the Lord Jehovah, as the only ob-

jedl of religious adoration ; and it was becaufe

of his uniform worihip of this one only true

and invifible God, in oppolition to the poly-

theifm, or multitude of gods, acknowledged

in the eafl, that the royal pfalmift was him-

F 2 felf

* Preached in the parifli-church of Swinderby, in

the county of Lincoln, on Sunday, April 18, 1773.
being the firft day of opening the church after new-
feating it, by the voluntary fubfcription of fome of the

freeholders and others.
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felf called, *' the man after God's own heart,'*

Qur divine poet goes on, and invites ** all the

*' v/hole earth to fing unto him, to praife his

*' name, to declare his honour, and his

** wonders to the heathen, and to all people."

He admirably defcribes the infinite and un-

meafurable diftance between the creature and

the creator, and the fuperiority of Jehovah

to the gods of the heathen, by declaring, that

*' he is great, and cannot worthily be praifed ^

" that he is more to be feared than all gods.

*' He it is that made the heavens : glory and

"' worfhip are before him ; power and honour

" are in his fandtuary." The fame holy man

feconds his invitation to worfhip this great,

and good, and only God, by pointing out

to us the v/ay. *' Afcribe," fays he, " O
*' ye kindreds of the people, afcribe unto the

*' Lord, worfhip and power ; afcribe unto

" the Lord the honour due unto his name.

'* Bring prefents" that is, an humble and

contrite heart, the only offering, or facriiice,

which he will accept, " and come into his

** courts," or, in other words, come and con-

tinue in his more immediate prefence. " O
** v/orfnip the Lord in the beauty of holi-

** nefs.''

t This
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This audience needs net to be told th6

bccalion of my making choice of this text

for my fubjed: ; and I conceive the prefent

to be no unfavourable opportunity of explain-

ing fo important a paflage in our bible.

" To worfhip the Lord," is a duty acknow-

ledged by the jew, and the unbeliever, as

well as the chriftian. It may, therefore,

feem needlefs to dwell upon any proofs ; but

of fuch great importance is this command,

that there is no paffing over even fo plain

and acknowledged a truth, without noticing it

more particularly. The light of nature

directs us to a firfl caufe, or author, of every

thing ; of our creation, prefervation, and all

the bleflings of this life. Indeed all the

rational part of the creation ackn-swledges,

and every part of the works of creation proves

it. It is an immutable truth therefore, that

there is a God. He it was, that created

the heavens out of nothing; that faid. Let

the earth be, and the earth was : Let us

make man in our image, and man was

created. And as our firfl coming into life

proves him our creator, fo our continuance

in life proves him our protedtor. The blef-

F 3 lings
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fings which we daily and hourly receive from

liim, make him defervedly to be confidered

as our bencfadtor ; and the exiftence of that

future world which he has provided for us,

and made known to us by Jefus Chrift, de-

monftrates him our befl and greateft friend.

Thus much may fuffice to rem.ind you,

who it is that is our God y and of the necef-

llty of giving worship unto him, and unto

him only, who is the Lord of life and death.

It is now to be explained to you what we

may underftand the pfalmift to mean by

worfliipping him in the beauty of holinefs.

With this view, we will diftindily confidePy

what and how much the exprelTion may be

prefumed to import in it*s literal, before we

explain its proper and more important fenfe.

Let us confider it for a moment to mean

the decent appearance of the place fet apart

for the public religious worfhip of almighty

God, and, therefore, emphatically and pro-

perly called the " houfe of God." This

place, in which we now meet together to

oiTer up our common prayers and praifes,

has been lately put into a decent, and proper

condition. Much has been done in this good

and
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and laudable work ; little now remains to be

done by us. May others in this country

follow our example j may they, like us, be

willing and ready to fupport that houfe where

the v/orfhippers of God aifemble, and to

preferve it elegantly plain. The heathens

fpared no pains to adorn the temples of

thofe, that were no gods ; but chriftians, in

modern times, do little to preferve from falling

to the ground the temples of the living God.

The little out-goings for the fupport of

decency and conveniency in our churches

(hould in fome meafure be confidered as an

offering to God, as well as a credit to our-

felves. And now we have gone through

a confiderable part of this work, let me
aik. Do we not feel both a pleafure and

a fatisfadtion in the completion of what we

all along knew to be right, propef, and

neceifary ? Have we not a commendable pride

in the progrefs we have made in the repa-

ration of this church ? I appeal to former

works which we have done, in which each

bore a (hare, and not to the laft neceifary

improvement, which we owe to the generous

contributions of others. We now look upon

^ 4 the
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the v/hole with pleafure : and when our

children in time to come fhall fdy^ What
meant they jpy thefe things ? the anfwer

will be, Thefc are the deeds of thofe, whofc

carneft defire it was to ^^ worOiip the Lord

in the beauty of hollnefs." Be it our bufinefs

not to pleafe the eye, but to reform the heart j-

to meet toq;ether, not as triilers to ^aze on'

the works of art, to commend the outward

beauty of the edifice, but, as fervants of

God,- to meditate on the awful prefence of

that pure ipirit, who requires his worfliip-

pers to worfhip him in fpirit and in truth

;

to recoiled: that we are not in the houie of

feafting, but that we are ftanding before him,

who has declared that he will *^ look upon*

" him only, v/ho is of a poor and contrite-

** fpirit, and who trembleth ait his word."^

But it is tim.e to confider what it is to wor-

fhip the Lord in the beauty of holinefs, in its

proper and more important fenfe.

We muil, once for all, call to mind, that

•* God is a fpirit," and that " he muft be

*« worfliipped in fpirit and in truth," that

is, he muft be v/orfhipped with the mind in

fmcerity. To addrefs him with our lips,

while
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while our hearts are far from hi in, is the

moft daring impiety ; for, at the fame time

that it proves our knowledge of his power,

it proves alfo our contempt of his authority.

Such hypocrify we dare not ufe towards

men, in matters which are open to their

eyes ; and (hall we vainly imagine, that that

God doth not perceive, ** to whom all

** hearts -are open, all delires known, and

** from Vv'hom no lecrets are hidden ?"

From good authority v/e are told, that^

" not every one that faith Lord ! Lord !

** fhall enter into th? kingdom of heaven,

** but he that doeth the will of our father

** who is in heaven." No, it cannot be

the overflowing of the tongue, that fhall be

judged an acceptable offering in the fight of

God. What though we chant forth our

hallelujahs in -^fts of focial worihip, will he

regard us, if vre attend to the found and lofe

the fenfe ; if we fi:udy only the harmony of

the voice, of the tabret, or the harp, but

accompany them not with the fincere devo-

tion of the heart ? Neither is this all. For

if we come to the public worfliip of God,
• and wi(h to perfuade ourfelves when we go

thence.
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thence, that our religious exercifes will he ap-

proved ; it mull: be remembered, that to ren-

der our prayers effedual, they muft influence

our condud and deportment, by an habitual

and ferious attention to every religious and

moral duty. And, as cuftom is a fecond

nature, it will greatly become the parent

and the mafler to dired;, if not to fuperintend

the proper employment of the lord's day by

his children and family. Young minds,

like tender branches, may be dlreded as the

teacher or hufbandman willeth ; and yet

how often may we obferve young perfons

engaged in play, while the elder ones think

themfelves at leafi: innocently employed, if

the day be devoted to indolence and inat-

tention. They may, indeed, occafionally

boaft of coming to church, and though we

cannot deny the fa (51, we may reafonably

jflifped: the motive. Men are ftrangely

backward to difcharge the eafieft rneans of

promoting a juit fenfe of religious duties,

not conlidering that they are every day ren»

dered more agreeable by habit ; and, in their

confequences, contribute to convince us that

the pieaiures of fin are but for a moment,

while
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while the pleafures of virtue and holinefs are

not only fatisfadory, but durable. You will

not, however, fuppofe, that ads of piety oa

our fabbath u411 cancel ads of knavery, or

the commiflion of vice, on the fucceeding

day, but the contrary ; for if our lives pafs

on, in our intercourfes vvith each other, in

oppofition to the law of God, our ads of

devotion are nothing better than Co many

multiplied ads of hypocriiy, a fin highly

difpleafing and oifeniive before ahnighty

God.

To worfhip God in the *' beauty of holi-

nefs" extendeth alfo to private prayer, a duty

as ftridly enjoined as that of public : and

family prayer may be particularly edifying.

How pleaiing a fight to fee this duty re-

gularly and decently conduded, where all

parts of the houfehold, who pafs together

through life's bufy day, in their feveral fta-

tions and departments, meet together, before

they clofe their eyes to Heep, to return

thanks, and pour forth their praifes, to God j

and to beg a blefTmg upon them, and theirs,

of that Being who has been their creator.

and is their governor and friend.

la
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In a few words : the true fpirit of hollnefs

will diredi men to frequent intercourfes with

almighty God, and the " beauty of hdli-

nefs" confilleth in that intercourfe being

made a reafonable f^rvice, deferving the

attention of that power to whom it is ad-

drefled, and becoming m.an whom reafort

and revelation dired to fall down before

him. ** Let the whole earth ftand in awe
* of him, (as the fame pfalm expreffes it,)

' tell it among the heathen, that the Lord
' is king, and that It is he who hath made
' the round world fo fafb, that it cannot

* be moved; and how that he (hall judge

* the people righteouilj. Let the heavens

' rejoice, and let the earth be glad ; let

* the fea make a noife and all that therein

' is. Let the field be joyful, and all that

* is in it : then Iliall all the trees of the

* wood rejoice before the Lord. For he

* cometh, for he cometh to fudge the

* earth, and with righteoufnefs to judge the

* world, and the people with truth." But,

as God feeth not, as man feeth, it is not the

formalities of woriliip, nor a frequent repe-

tition, of our prayers, that of themfelves

.are
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are judged acceptable; for, if the tongue

fpeaketh not the language of the heart, how

fhall we expert our petitions to be heard ?

God judgeth from the fecret fprings of the

heart, and not from the outward appearance,

which is the only criterion of our judgment

with our fellow- creatures. To worship God

in fpirit, is to worfhip him with the under-

ftanding -, to worfhip him in truth, is to

worfhip him with fincerity. Having fo

far difcharged a pofitive command, to carry

with us the good impredion s of this holy

exercife, into the concerns of life, is ftridly

and in the befl; fenfe to ** worfhip the Lord
** in the beauty of hoiinefs."

As we have laboured, I trufi, from a good

principle to make our place of public meet-

ing becoming our errand and bulinefs here;

we have nothing left for the prefent, but to

make a good and wife ufe of thefe neceflary

improvements. And as, in its prefent fitu-

ation, it is now rendered commodious, we
fhould endeavour to habituate ourfelves to

the more important duty of a regular attend-

ance on the public fervice of God, and to

ftir up and nourifh within ourfelves a proper

ferioufnefs
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ferloufaefs and devotion, remembering wK»
it is that hath promifed, that " v/here two
** or three are gathered together in his

*' name, he will be in the midft of them."

Let us now, my brethren, pray, that wc
may wor(hip the one God and father of all,

through whom we live, move, and have our

being, in ipirit and in truth, and in the

beauty of holinefs ; that the prayers which

wc may at all times offer up to his divine

majefty may be duly regarded by ourfelves

;

and that we may return from fuch oblations

of prayers and praifes, improved and edified^

and be thereby rendered meet partakers in

the many bleffings of his providence in this

world, and in the happinefs referved for us

ia thdt which is to come.

SERMON
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SERMON IV,

THE SPIRIT OF INDUSTRY RECOMMENDED.

n THESSALONIANS, III. lO.

WHEN WE WERE WITH YOU, THIS WE COMMANDED YOtt,

THAT IF ANY WOULD NOT WORK, NEITHER SHOULD

HE EAT,

The apoftle Paul has given in this chapter

fome admirable moral precepts to the people,

to whom he was writing. He had been fome

time refident at Theffalonica, and while he

was with them, and after he had left them,

gave them fuch inftrudions in the know-

ledge of the gofpel of Chrift, and in refped:

to their moral condud, as their fituatioa

required. He is fuppofed to have written

the two epiftles or letters addrefled to the

Theflalonians, from Corinth, while he ftayed

there, after his flight from Theflalonica.

For the jews, ever jealoys of the admiffion

of
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cf the gentiles, (of whom the majoriry of

the church cf Thcflalonica conliiled,) to

the fame privileges with themfelves, raifed

fuch a diilurbance, that Paul and Sylvanus

were obliged fuddenlj to withdraw, and

were purfaed to Berea. Paul afterwards fied

to Athens, and thence removed to Corinth.

The inflru(flions contained in the very

chapter before us had particular refpedt

to the behaviour of the Theffalor.ians, and

adverted to evil pracftices, whether founded

on acquired habit, or on early and inveterate

prejudice. And the doitrine of our apoftle

had reference aUo to his own xiornmendable

pradlice, of which the Thelfalonians them,-,

felves had ber:n wiineiies. '* We have

** wrought (faith he, meaning himfelf and

" the gentile converts) with labour and tra-

*' vail night and day, that we might not be

** chargeable to any of you." And our fur-,

ther motive for fo doing was, " to make
** ourfelvcs an enfampie unto you to follow

'* us 5 for, if you remember, when we were

" with you, this we commanded you, that

*' if any would not work, neither (liould

*•* he ear," Neither is the example of Paui,^

without



( 9? )

Without the fandion of the example of

Chrift himfelf, even in hand-labour. Our

bleiTed lord, in the early part of his life,

worked at the bufinefs of a carpenter, the.

particular occupation of his father Jofeph.

When he entered upon, and while he con-

tinued difcharging the duties of his miniftry,

he never ceafed " to go about doing good*,".

or, " to do the will of him that fent him,

*' and to finifh his work-f-." And Paul

himfelf was employed in the fame good

work, " in labours more abundant than

** other minifters of Chrift : in wearinefs

** and painfulnefs, in watchings often, and

** in daily care of the churches'J.'

Induftry is a virtue and a duty that, in a

great degree, fecures the afTurance of its own

reward, even in this prefent fydem or life,

in which we now live, and is found, (inde-

pendent of higher conliderations,) to be an

indifpenfible requifite, not only to any pro-

ficiency in our refpedive callings and worldly

advancement, but even to our fubliflence and

comfortable

* Afts X. 38. • X zCor. xi. 23, 27, 2S.

t John iv. 340

VOL. I. G
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comfortable living in the world. Why then

fliould we not endeavour and labour in the

pradlee of virtue, with as much care and

pains as others, or perhaps ourfelves, take in

the commiffion of vice ? Why (hould we not

be as induftrious in our bufinefs and occu-

pation, as others or ourfelves are in the

purfuit of unprofitable pleafures ?

¥/e have had many inftances of the great

fruits of induftfy in the unwearied appli-

cation of men, otherwife of very moderate

natural abilities, who, but for their appli-

cation and induftry, would have loft their

ufefulnefs and their diftindtion in the world.

In thefe perfons, the mind has been bene-

fited by ftudy, and has gained thereby an

improvement of underftanding, along with

other knowledge ; in the fame manner as the

body, by exercife, acquires activity along

with ftrength.

Induftry, in one fhape or other, is cGJen^

tially neceflary to every fituation, however

elevated or ho\yever deprefted, if we hope

to derive happinefs to ourfelves, or benefit

to the public. It is as neceflary to pre-

l«rve the comforts of life, as to obtain them

;

and
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and is as necelTary for the fecurlty of our

virtue as for either. In the mind of man

there is an adlive principle, which muft be

employed ; it is, therefore, the part of a wife

man to g've that principle a right diredion.

Induftry, while it gives food and raiment to

the poor man, gives him alfo, in common

with his fuperiors, vigor of mind, and adds

credit to his charafter. It will be the beft

prefervative of the innocence and the health

of both. There is a wife necefTity for the

exercife of induftry, though differently cir-

cumftanced, in all ranks of people. And

it is, or may be, the happy reflexion of

the poor man, which will keep down any

murmurings at the difpenfations of an infi-

nitely wife and juft God, that by an habit

of Induftry he will find the fatigue of labour

lefTened, and the enjoyments of life increafed.

His mind will be free to think, that if his

lot forbids him the poflefiion of luxuries, he

has all the necefiaries of life; and, that,

under the blefiing of God, he enjoys thefe

through the work of his own hands. His

family, which, in early life, appeared a tax

upon his narrow income, will be the treafure

G 2 of
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of his growing years, and. If edicated in the

fame virtues, innocence and indullry, will

be the joy and glory, and fupport of his

old age. Should he even find, in the courfe

of his concerns with the world, that misfor-

tunes frequently endanger or even break

down the little ramparts which his induftry

had raifed for his fecurity j he will be more

patient to bear thofe misfortunes, becaufe

they will not be attended with the morti-

fying reflediion, that they are the confe-

quence of his own vice or mifcondudt.

His very habit of indnrtry will teach him
" the great art and philofophy of life, to

make the beft of the prefent, whether h
be crood or bad ; and to bear the one with

reiignation and patience, and enjoy the other

with thankfulnefs and moderation."

The labours of the field, regularly fol-

lov/ed with diligent attention, which pre-

fuppofes the friendly aiiiftance of tempe-

rance, will prove the fource of good health

and regular fpirits. General exereife will

benefit the whole man, as certainly as the

partial exereife of the arm or the leg, will

improve the llrength and power of that

particular
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particular limb*. But, when we turn our

eyes on the voluptuous rnan, to him who

finks his nature in the indulgeriCe of in-

glorious and unmanly pleafures and effe-

minacy, we may obf rve that the difufe of

application enfeebles his mind, equally the

fame as the want of exercife enervates his

body. From this indulgence he generates a

general relaxation, and, in a fl:ate of relaxation,

all the powers and faculties of man are loft.

The very reverie of all this we find to be

the cafe of t::e induftrious poor man. The

plain, but wholefom" and chearful, board of

the villager is the objed of admiration and

envy. Health, appetite and fpirits ; alter-

nate reft and adion, mark for their own the

hardy fons of temperance and induftry. On
G 3

the

* " Wherever the flate of Tociety is fuch as to create

" many wants and defircs, which cannot be fatisfied

" without regular exertions of induflry, the body,

" accuftomed to labor, becomes robuft, and patient of

'* fatigue. In a more fimple ftate, where the demands
" of men are fo few, and fo moderate, that they may be

" gratified, almoft without any effort, by the fpontane-

** ous productions of nature, the powers of the body are

" not called forth, nor can they attain their proper
«' ftrength." Robertfon's Hiftory of America, vol. i.

b. iv. p. 293.
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the contrary, a fickly habit, a palled ap-»

petite, and low fpirits ; refllefs nights and

tedious days are the companions of all the

fons and daughters of idlenefs.

It is needlefs to enlarge on the general oc-

caiion for the exercife of the fpirit of in-

duftry in the demands of focial life. Every

feparate profefTion or calling hath its diftindt

appointments, independent of thofe duties

which refult from our chridian characfter,

and {hould occupy fome portion of our

time and pains in the fervice of univerfal

benevolence towards our fellow -creatures.

The hufoandman is engaged in the field,

he tilleth the earth and fubdueth it, and

maketh it to bring forth its increafe for the

fervice of man; the artificer is employed in

furniG:iing the conveniences of life ; the

foldier carrieth his arms in defence of his

country, he quitteth the peaceful abode of

retirement, and hafteneth to the toil and

fatigue of the camp ; the mariner faileth on

the rough element, the fea, he guideth the

helm of his vefiel through the fame, and is

employed in the protection of his country,

or extenfion of its commerce.. Each has his

allotted
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allotted portion of employment and duty.

All the various profelnons and arts, in which

mankind are occupied, are found to be mu-

tually ufeful and hecelTary, but, in fome

refpedts, they arc varioufly circumftanced.

Some employments are productive of more

health, others lead more diredly to honors,

while others are the fources of greater profit.

Some are fuited to one difpofition and con-

iliitution, fome to another. One exadt ba-

lance feems to poife the whole. But, with-

t>ut induftry, all thefe purfuits, notwith-

ftanding they be accompanied with many

favourable concurring clrcumftances, will

fail of fuccefs. Happy is he whofe refolution

will bear him out, for *' the hand of the.

** diligent maketh rich," faith the wif«

" king.* *• He (hall bear rulef ." " His

" foul fliall be made fat:]:." " Seell thou a

** man diligent in his bufinefs ? He ihall

" ftand before kings j he (hall rrot (land

** before mean men§." Wealth gotten by

** vanity (that is, difhonefty) (hall be dimi-

** nifhed, but he that gathereth by labour,

G 4 " (hall

* Prov. X. 4. t Prov. xii. 24.

X Prov. xiii. 4. § Prov* xxii. 291
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** fnall Increafe*/* And we have a corii-p

kion exprefilon among us, that, '* Wealth
•' worked for wears heft." Nature hath
** bellowed mines on feveral parts of the

** world, but their riches are only for the

** induflrious and the frugal. Whomever
** elfe they vifit, it is with the diligent and
** fober only they ftay. Let wealth be ac-

*' quired by industry, and there is great pro-

** bability that frugality will keep it; for

** what is gotten flowly and affiduoufly, it

*' is not in the nature of man haflily to

** laviOi away.-f-"

Solon, the Athenian lawgiver, ordered in?-

quiiition to be made, from time to time,

what way of living every man had, and the

idle to be punifhed. So highly did he think

of an h'^bit of induftry, that he ** provided

** that no fon, whofe father had not brought

** him up in fome honeft way of bu finefs,

** fliould be obliged to maintain him if he

*' came to age and povertyj." So neceilary

did

* Prov- xiii. II.

^*
f " Locke's Works," edit. 1727, vol. ii. p. 35. and

" Campbell's Polit. furvey." vol. ii. p. 136. note (y)

X " View of antient laws." p. 287.
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did this wife man think it to make provifions

for induilry, that he would endeavour to fe-

cure it to the Athenians at the qxpence of

thofe parents who negleded to teach it to

their children. And even *' the Indian

** gymnofophifls had fuch an averfion to a

** flothful ufelefs life, that when the cloth

*' was laid at their public dinners, all the

** young rnen who were invited went
'* through an examination, * What way
** they took to do any fervice to mankind ?

" And what wife thing they had faid or

** done that day ?' And thofe who could

** give no good account of themfelves, were

** turned out of doors, and made to faft*,**

being conlidered as having no claim to a

place at the banquet or feaft, without hav-

ing firft done fomething worthy of men.

Genuine induflry is at once ** frugal,

*' though not ungenerous : its end being

" that of felf-prefervation and moderate en-
*' joyment, its little fuperflulties are often

** employed in adls of generolity and bene-

** ficence-f." Induftry, though it promifes,

cannot

* " View of antient lav/s," p. 288.

t Brown's " Eftimate," vol. i. p. 154.
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cannot always infure fuccefs j but when the

fober and diligent man falls, he falls much
pitied amd lamented. The petitions cf the

unfortunate are ever eloquent. The m6ft

powerful perfuafion hangs on the tongue of

induftfious poverty -, and unmerited misfor-

tunes, while they try the fortitude of the

fuiTerer, excite the tendereft emotioils in

^every breal^, not loft to the feelings of

humanity. Every heart that is not wrap*

ped up within itfelf mufl experience ien"-

iations, which will feek to be gratified in

the relief of him, whofe diftrelTes were not

purchafed by wilful negledls of duty, or

vicious pradlices.

Jnduflry is the parent of common pru-

dence. Solomon hath fent us to the moft

iuduftrious of the infedr-worid for a patteril

iand example. ** Go to the ant, thou flug^

** gard,'* fays he, *' conlider her ways and

** be v/ife ; who having no guide, over-

** leer, or ruler, provideth her meat ih the

*' fummer, and gathereth her food in the

^* harveft. How long wilt thdu lleep, O
•^ fluggarJ ? When wilt thou arlfe out of

*^ thy ileep ? So Ihall thy boverty come as

" bne
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** one that travelleth, and thy'' want as an

** armed man*." And, left we (liould fail

to benefit by this admonition and example,

the fame wife man, in the fpirit of truth,

enumerates feme of the fatal confequences of

idlenefs. *' Drowlinefs," adds he, " Ihall

** clothe a man in rags-f." ** The hand of

<* the flothful fliall be under tributej."

** And his foul fhall fuffer hunger§." And

elfevvhere writes the fon of Sirach, " Better

** is he that laboureth and aboundeth in all

** things ; than he that boafteth himfeif,

<* and wanteth bread ll-"

It is fome argument that the reward of in-

duftry is feldom very diftant. *' He that til-

•* leth his land," that is, he who exercifeth

himfelf in the honeft induflry of his calling,

* fhall be fatisfied with bread*." And

habit

* Prov. vi. 6—*ii,
-f

Prov. xxili. 21.

X Prov. xii. 24. §'Prov. xix. 15.

II
Ecclus. X. 27. So abhorrent was idlenefs in the

fight of an heathen tyrant, Epaminondas, prince of

Thebes, that it is recorded of him, that he had fuch ha-

tred to idlenefs, that finding one of his captains afleep in

the day-time, he flew him ; for which adi being reproved

by his nobles, he replied, " I left him, as I found him,"

comparing idle men to dead men,

** Prov. xii, II,
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habit orpradlice will make that induflry far

more pleal^mt than all the liftlefs leifure of

idknefs, for he who knoweth not what it is

to be regularly and fully employed, is, and

for ever uill be, as entire a llranger to

the true enjoyment of leifure, as the de-

voted fenfualift is to appetite and pleafurc.

This was owned by one who, engaged in

the buiinefs of the world, impatiently and

imprudently fought to feclude himfelf, at

once and of a fudden, from the bufy fcene.

^' I toiled year after year with chearful-

*' nefs,'* faid a merchant, " in expedlation of

•• the happy hour in which I might be idle;

*' the privilege of idlenefs is attained, but

" has not brought with it the blefling of

*• tranvquillity."

To this indullry in acquiring a reafonable

provilion for thofe, whom nature bids to

look up to us for protection and fupport,

muft be added a prudent care in preferving

it. And to efre6t the enjoyment of thofe

fair profpedls which may open to our view,

we muft poifefs our mite with a full trufl; and

.confidence in almighty God, and with per-

fect contentment under, and thankfulnefs

for,
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for, his difpenfations towards us. Admit

the honefl and induftrious man to meet with

many and grievous misfortunes ; thefe are

the portion of the human race, and he is

not to plead exemption from the lot of mor-

tals. But he will find fure refuse in an un-

accuiing confcience ; he will not feel the

ftings of felf- condemnation, his own reiiec-

tions will fpeak peace to his mind -, tlie(e

comforts and confolations he is polieiled of

within himfelf, and they are poffeflions which

will not fail him. But, befides thefe, where

all honefl: means have failed of fuccefs in

obtaining a competency, every neighbour

would, I truft, be ready and willing to con-

tribute his reafonable £hare, according to his

ability, towards the relief of our fober and

induflrious, but unfortunate and diflreflld

brethren. It is indeed the indufl:rious poor ;

thofe, who, like the great apofl:le and his

followers, " have wrought with labour and

" travail night and day, that they might
** not be chargeable to any of you,*" that

ought to be the firft objedts of our bounty.

To relieve every being clothed in rags, v/ith-

out

• Compare this with 2 Cor. xi. 9.
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out dlfllndlon, or inquiry into the occafioii

of their diftrefs, is indifcretion, at the beft 3

and muft, in its confequences, lelTen our benc-

fadions to more delerving perfons. Suppofe

that we are fatisfied from our own know-

ledge, or from other reafonable alTurances,

that thefe miferable objects are able, but

unwilling to earn their bread by labour j

or, having earned it, have wafted it on their

vices, they ought rather to be configned to

the corred:ion of the laws of our country, in

order to make trial of that expedient towards

their reformation, and to be an example to

others, than to be nurtured by the fame

foftering care, which is chiefly due to the

fober and induftrious. By giving indifcrimi-

nate affiftance, we iliould difcourage honeft

induilry in our more deferving poor neigh-

bours, and caft a damp over all their com-

mendable endeavours to obtain the means

for their own maintenance and fupport.

There is a jealoufy, and there are certain

feelings, in every honeft heart, which are

hurt by being reduced to the level, and

treated in the fame manner, with the idle, the

profligate and undeferving. For want of

making
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making a proper difcrimi nation, we {li:ll, in

more ways than one, make an heavy rod

for our own backs, and, at one ftroke, help

to raife up vice, and deprefs the drooping

head of virtue.

When the infirmities of age have made

their advances, to a certain degree, upon

the poor man, it may then be too late to

rule our conduit by the exad meafure of

his deferts. His age is his privilege, and it

muft be allowed him. He may have been

reduced by his vices, and in the proportion

of the number of his years, having added

fin to fin, he is become the more unfit

to die, though his wafting life is nearly

run out : we muft not, however, in fuch a

cafe, wreft judgment into our own hands;

indeed, human nature is not inclined to do it.

When time hath wreaked its vengeance on

one of our fellow-creatures, nature recoils

at the thought of any rough meafures; and

though his vicious life fhall juftly defervc

our abhorrence, his near approach to death

will receive commiferation.

This poflible cafe fhould, for obvious rea-

fpns, make us double our diligence and at-

tention
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tentlon to the poor, before they have paffed

the prime or meridian of life, that while we
encourage honeft induflry, and improve their

comforts and happinefs in this life, we may,

by the very fame means, fecure their virtue,

and improve their title to that infinite hap-

pinefs tendered to them in the world to

come.

SERMON
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S E R xM O N v.*

FAST SERMON.

EZEKIEL Xviii. 31, 32.

Cast away from you all your transgressions,

whereby ye have transgressed ; and make you
a new heart, and a new spirit 5 for why will ye
die, o house of israel ?

i have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth,

saith the lord god j wherefore turn yourselves,

and live ye.

The invitation, and warning given by

almighty God to the Ifraelites, by his pro-

phet Ezekiel, are highly deferving our fe-

rious

* Preached in the parifti- church oiFSwinderbyi in the

county of Lincoln ; on Friday February the 8th, 1782 ;

being the day appointed., by proclamation, fora general faft,

** The church," faith Dr. Jortin, " ought to be very cau-

*' tious and fparing in appointing flated fafts and thankf-

" givings J elfe her children will be refradlory ; and

" like thofe children in the market-places, mentioned in

*' the gofpels, fhe may pipe to them, and they will npt

;" dance ; and mourn to them, and they will not

.** lament."

Jortin's Tra(fts philological, Sec. vol. i. p. 44?.

VOL. I. H
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rious attention. The people of Ifrael were

given to the groffeU idolatry and to viciovia

pradlices, notwith (landing they were chofen

of God to preferve the unity of the divine

worQiip againft the multitude of heathen

deities. They were warned not only by pofi-

tive precepts, and the denunciation of punifli-

ment upon their repeated offences, but in-

vited by friendly argument and perfuafive

reafoning. They were told that ** the foul

" that fmned, it fliould die*:" that the

robber, the murderer, the adulterer, the op-

prefTor, the unjud:, the idolater, the ufurer,

" fhould not live j" but that he fhould

** furely die, and his blood fhould be

*' upon him •f'"
On the other hand; Ifaiah

alfo wrote to them in the language of a

friend, ** Seek ye the Lord," faith he,

** while he may be found, call ye upon him
" while he is near. Let the wicked forfake

*' his way, and the unrighteous man his

" thoughts ; and let him return unto the

" Lord, and he will have mercy upon hinx,

** and to our God, for he will abundantly

** pardon f
." And Ezekiel, in the fame

chapter

* Ezek. xviii 4. f ib. xviii. 13. X Ifaiah Iv. 6, 7.



€<

«

( ^15 )

chapter whence our fubjed: is taken *, ex-
preiTes himfelf to the fame eiFed, '* The
" righteoufnefs of the righteous," fays he,
*' fhall be upon him, and the wickednefs of
" the wicked fhall be upon him. But if

the wicked (hall turn from all his fms
that he hath committed, and keep all my
ftatutes, and do that which is lawful and
right, he (hall furely live, he fhall not
die. All his tranfgreffions that he hath

" committed, they fhall not be mentioned
" unto him ; in his righteoufnefs that he
•' hath done, he (hall live. Have I any
*' pleafure at all that the wicked (hould die,
" faith the Lord God; and not that he
" ihould return from his ways and Hvq ?"

In the words of our text, the deftruarion
of the houfe or kingdom of Ifrael is plainly
ftated to be the confcquence of their con-
tinuance in their many tranfgreffions ,• and
their prefervation is reprefented to depend
upon their having a new heart, and a
newfpirit; meaning thereby, an attention
to the works of God's commandments, in-
ftead of their boafted obfervance of rites and

^ 2 ceremonies

;

* Ezekiel xviii, 20, 22.
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ceremonies ; or, their '* turning thcmfelves

*«j. to the weightier matters of the law, judg-

" ment, mercy, and faith, which they

*' ought to have done, and not to have left

*' the other undone-." And in another

place, national forgivenefs k promifed to the

lame people, upon the fame condition, in

anfwer to the prayer of Solomon f. " The

" Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and

'* faid unto him, If my people which are

*' called by my name, fliall humble them-

" felves, and pray, and feek my face, and

** turn from their wicked ways : then will

** I hear from heaven, and will forgive

** their fm, and will heal their land. Now
" mine eyes (hall be open and mine ears at*

** tend unto the prayer that is made in this

" place." And be it obferved, that, in order

to make the " humbling themfelves, the

** praying to, and feeking God," eftedlual to

the " forgivenefs of their fms, and the heal-

'* ing of their land, the turning from their

" wicked ways," was an infeparable and an

indifpenfible condition.

But

* Adatth. xxiii. 23. f 2Chron. vii. 12—15.
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But in the fecond verfe in the text, there

is exprefled an affectionate intereft in, and

regard for, the welfare of the people of

Ifrael, " I have no pleafure in the death of

** him that dieth, faith the Lord." And, to

convince us flill more, if poiTible, of the

infinite goodnefs and mercy of God, we are

affured in the gofpel of the evangelift Luke*',

that " joy fhall be in heaven over one finner

" that repenteth, more than over ninety

** and nine jud: perfons, who need no re-

*' pentance."

Thefe threatenings, and thefe promifes

©f deliverance upon repentance and amend-

ment, were made to a people fo nearly cir-

Gumftanced like ourfelves in the general

profligacy of manners, that we may truly

fay with the apoflle Paul, *' all thefe hap-
*' pened unto them for enfamples ; and they

** are written for our admonition, upon
" whom the ends of the age are come.
" Wherefore, let him that thinketh he
" flandeth, take heed left he fallf."

From this repi-efentation we may afluredly

conclude, that if we perform the conditions

on which thefe feveral promifes were made to

H 3 -^ the
* Luke XV. 7. f I Cor. x. 11, 12.
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the Ifraelltes, we may entertain a well-

founded confidence that God will not for-

fake us, " upon whom the ends of the age

** are come;" i. e. who live in the latter

days of the gofpel-difpenfation ; but that he

will flay the horrors and calamities of war,

in fuch meafure, and by fuch means, and

in fuch time, as to his infinite wifdom fhall

feem mofl conducive to the general good of

mankind. We ought not, therefore, to de-

fpair, but that he will moderate our cor^

redion, and that in the midfl of judgment

he will remember mercy. For though the

wifdom and juftlce of God lead him to

*' corre<ft whom he loveth," yet that cor-

rection is ** even as a father corredeth the

** fon, in whom he delighteth *." ** He
** fpareth not the rod, becaufe he hateth

*' not his fons ; but as he loveth them, fo

•* he chafteneth them betimes -f." It may

be for our greatefl moral advantage that

** he (Ivould caufe us to pafs under the

" rod ;"X but we may neverthelefs be pre-,

ferved from entire defbrudion, and even

fuitered

* Prov. iii. 12. t Ezek. xx. 37.

-^ Prov. xiii. 24.
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fuiFered to rife again as a nation, benefited

by his fatherly chaftifements, for which it

becomes not us to arraign the goodnefs, or

«ven the juflice of God, either in refpedl to

the mode, or degree, of them.

It is happy for us that we are in no wife

perfonally concerned in the immediate caufe

of the national miferies which we now lament

and fenfiblj feel. It Is, however, unavoidable

in all public concerns, that the innocent

fhare many evils in common with the guilty.

We have, indeed, long heard of a woe pro-

nounced upon the world becaufe of of-

fences ;
** for it muft needs be that offences

come :" but the woe is particularly and

more immediately threatened ** unto them
" by whom the offence cometh *."

Neverthelefs, however juflly we may ex-

cufe ourfelves from being the immediate

caufe of, or agents in, all or any of the

prefent or impending,, diiteffes of our

country, we muft not exculpate or excufe

ourfelves further than the truth will bear us

but. We muft confefs our ftiare in the pro-

vocation which has been given to almighty

H4 God

* Matt, xvili. 7, and Luke xvii. r.
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God to vilit us for our manifold fins, by per-

mitting us to be engaged in (o unequal a war

with alrnofl: every power in Europe, without

one ally to divide the attention of our enemies,,

or to iight by our fide againft them. Human
policy fhpuld have prevented fome foreign

powers, one fliould have thought, from en-

tering into this combination againft our

ifland, which may fo materially afFedl the

balance of power in this quarter of the

worlds but, probably, either the injuftice

of our caufe, or the infolence of fome part

of our political condudl:, have forfeited all

claim to confidence and affiftance. Our

councils have been backward to redrefs th^

injured rights of our late fellow-fubjedls

and fellow-citizens j and confiftent and deter-

mined only in profecuting the fubjugation

of an extent of empire which has been found,

from the independent fpirit of the people, and

their diftance from the feat of government,

too great for their grafp.

Under thefe accumulated and unfortunate

circumftances, with refpedl to our political

iituation, let us endeavour to extrad; fome

good from our approaching calamities, and

turn
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turn our attention, for a few minutes, to our?

moral and religious characTter. To repeat

our humiliation and prayers to almighty-

God, as we have done this day, in obe-

dience to public authority, will {land in

little {lead towards averting the fcourge of

^ar and all its dreadful attendants, or to-

wards protedi ng us from the great power

of an hoft of enemies united againft us, if

we do not take hence with us, thoroughly

repentant hearts for the evil of our ways,

and do not keep thofe refolutions of amend-

nient, which we may now form in the inflant

of devotion. The prayers of an unre-

pentant finner are grofs hypocrify, and only

ferve to increafe his guilt. Such dillimu-

lation is nothing better than to defy the

power of heaven, and to provoke the jufi:

vengeance of an offended God.

It is not to be denied that iniquity has'

long abounded in our nation. Vice, pro-

fanenefs, and immorality have dared the

laws of God and man, with an eifrontery

unconcealed and unbaflied. Our extended

trade and commerce have, of late years,

brought an influx of riches, which have

only
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only been expended in corrupting the morals

of the people, or in luxuries, in which gratifi-

cation is feldom found to be ccnfiflent with

innocence. A profligate and unprincipled

fpirit, which levels all obligations of truth

honor, or common honefty, hath ravaged all

ranks and orders of men. The great, in

title and fortune, have not had the true

patriot fpirit to oppofe its influence, and

thereby honor the religion they profefs, and

fave the freedom of that country, from

whofe favour they derive their di(lin(ftion.

Neither have the poor availed themlelves of

that protection, which their privacy and ob-

fcurit}'^ more immediately afforded, but have

been as forward as their fuperiors in all

the gratifications of licentious and unmanly

vice. The fame bad fpirit hath (liewn it-

felf, in various (l.apes, to the hurt and pre-

judice of innocent perfons, in the great ef-

fufion of human blood, the wafl:e of the

public treafares, the peremptory and over-

bearing refufal of redrefs of all public griev-

ances, not leis fenflbly felt, becaufe they

are patiently borne. In the flliler and

more humble walks of private life, the

fame
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fame baneful fpirit hath difcovered itfelf in

an abandoned indulgence in all manner of

vice, unabated by reproof; in vain extra-

vagance r.nd expense; in diiiipation, and

the imxHoderate purfuit of pleafure ; in

drunkennefs and gaming ; in unjuf^ dealing,

wherein frauds and falfehoods, and other

indirect means have been fo long pradtifed as

to be fandioiied by cuflom.

However alarming this reprefentation of

the irreligious fpirit and profligate prac-

tices of our times, and of our country,

may be, I am not confcious that it is over-

charged; 1 wiOi neither to heighten, nor to

lower the pidure ; it would ill-become me
wilfully to do either. It may indeed be faid

that we are not fingular, and that the fame

melancholy appearances are general, and that

the neighbouring countries with which we
contend are no better in thefe refpefls thaa

ourfelves ; but what comfort, or confolation,

or protedion can we derive from this inform-

ation, even admitting it to be true ? Wc
have enough to do, to take heed unto our-

felves, without obferving^ the moral charader

of
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of foreigners, before we have well examined

and reformed what more nearlv concerns

our own.

In the filent and fequeftered fituation in

which we of this congregation are placed,

we need net carry our thoughts or reflexions

into deep poKtical reafoning. It will be

more to our purpofe to turn our attention,

in good earnefl, towards our own peculiar

iituation, and to our own perfonal reform-

ation and amendment ^ to enter into our

hearts, and there intimately to commune

with ourfelves, and examine how far all is

I'ight there, in what we may have been

wrong, and how we {hall amend -, in other

words, we mufl *' cafl out the beam that is

** in our own eye, before we can fee clearly

** to cafl out the mote that is in our brother's

<« eye*." Though a very fmall part of the

great body of the people, let us contri-

bute by our religious and virtuous lives,

towards obtaining mercy from God ; towards

deprecatmg the impending evils, and avert-

ing the dangers which threaten our country,

as well from our councils at home, as from

the ruin of our trade, the invafion of our

coail,
* Matt. vii. «;.
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coaft, and the capture of various fettlements

threatened, and in part effedled, by foreign

force. By thefe means, we may haply meet

the delivering hand of almighty God, who,

for the fake of a very fmall number of

righteous, could that fmall " number have

been found, would have fpared even Sodom

in the days of old ;
** peradventure ten

*' fhall be found there," faid Abraham

:

and the Lord faid, ** I will not dellroy it

*• for ten's fake*."

Or, if we are a devoted people, who, in

the hateful attempt to fubjugate a free

people, fhould weaken the fecurity of, or

abridge that liberty which has been the

wonted boaft and blefling of our country,

and fhould be given up to fo fevere correc-

tion, by the only power that is able to pro-

ted:, and to fet us free ; if we fhould not, I

fay, be heard in regard to the falvatlon of

our country, let me call to your remem-

brance the only ray of hope and confola-

tion which is yet held out to us in the gra-

cious difpenfation of Jefus Chrift. V/e

there find that when this world fhall have

paired

* Gen. xvlii. 32.
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paiTed away, we are only anfwerable before

the throne and judgment-feat of God, for

our own perfonal fins and offences which we
ihall have done in the body. If, therefore,

all the pious and zealous pains we may take

towards the prefervation of our country

ihall fail, and, at the end of the conili(5t, we
fall a prey to oppreflive councils, to any

mifcondu6t in our fleets or armies, to the

injuftice of our caufe, or to the jealoufy or

refentment of foreign power; we fhall ne-

verthelefs have fecured the future approba-

tion of God in the great day of account, be-

fore his juft and awful tribunal. We fhall then

receive the reward of our faithful obfervance

of the ways of his laws, and the works of

his commandments ; of our invariable perfe-

verance in our duty to him, and to our

country in the hour of trial ; and of our pa-

tient refignation under all his difpenfations

;

of our upright difcharge of all thofe duties

which we owe to each other, in fair and

honeft dealings, in mutual afliftance, and in

brotherly love.

If we begin the exercife of thefe duties

wdth fmcerity, and perfevere in them with

ftedfaftnefs
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ftedfadnefs to the end of our lives, the re-

wards, which are referved, until the final

judgment, for the faithful foldier and fer-

vant of Jefus Chrift, will afTu redly be given

to us according to our feveral deferts. But,

in all our prayers for worldly bleffings, whe-

ther general or perfonal, we mud aOc for

them only fo far as the beftowal of them

(hall be agreeable to the good providence of

God, and they will accordingly be given

unto, or witheld from us, as the infinite

wifdom of God fliall fee proper. For

worldly bleffings do not make any part of

the reward promifed to the faithful chriftian,

who is told that through much forrow and

tribulation he fhall enter into the joy of his

lord i but they are difpenfed, in the ordinary

courfe of God's providence, according as

they anfwcr the great purpofes of his moral

government of the world. He certainly

hath " given us richly all things to enjoy*
;"

and in all the occurrences of human life, we

have in our power the enjoyment of much

happinefs, and the abatement of much for-

row. If we fet our aife(5lions on the paffing

pleafures

* I Tim. vi. 17.
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pleafiires of the world, we fl^iall want the

command of our palllons on the lofs of

them : if we court, or are induced to fliarc

ih, the momentary and unfatisfaftory grati-

fications of vice, we mufl: meet the con-

fequences, in remorfe, difeafe, or ruin ^

if we tread the much beaten path of fraud

and difhonefly, we mud: expedl to be over-

taken by the fhame and confufion which

will attend our dete>5tion. If we negledt the

education of our children in good and vir-

tuous principles ; or in our own perfons fet

them bad examples, we muft, to that neg-

ledt, and to fuch example, place the ac-

count of much of their mifcondu6l, and the

probability that our own hoary heads fliall

be bowed down with forrow to the grave. If

then we do not purfue that plain and freight,

though narrow and rugged, road which leadeth

to life, it is vanity, hypocrify, and mockery

to pray to almighty God for his bleflings

in this world, or to hope for his mercy in

the next; and, if any thing can alter the

fixed courfe of his government of the world,

fuch condu'ft will draw down his vengeance

upon
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upon us here, as well as rife up to our

greater condemnation hereafter.

Let not then this prefent aflembling of

ourfelves together for the public worlliip of

almighty God, and the humiliation of our-

felves before him, pafs over unregarded, as

a matter of no further confequence. Since

we' have o:athered ourfelves top;ether, in

compliance wdth authority, let us not lofe

Ught of the avowed end in view. And as

we regularly afTemble to communicate in adts

of devotion, in prayer, and in hearing the

word of God, on every lord's day, let us not

Wafte the flying moments of human life,

during the fix intervening days, in a courfe

of life or converfation, which mny, in any-

wife, unfit us for a fober and ferious return

to the public worihip of our God.

Let me, again and again, deliver to yoii

the faithful word of exhortation, in all truth

and fobernefo. Let me entreat you, as vou

value your peace of mind, your reputation,

your welfare in this world, and above all,

as you look forward to the prize of our high

calling in the goi'^zX of Jefus Chril'l -, let me
earneftly pray you, in Chrifc's ftead, to look

vol" I. I circumfpeflly
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circumfpedly into yourfelves, and vratch naf-

rowly your own conduct and behaviour ; to

examine your lives by the word of God, of

which each ofyou may obtain fufficient know-

lege, if you will either read it yourfelves, oj?

with attention hear it read by others ; to re-

form and amend what (liall be found amifs,

without hazarding the delay of fo neeeflarya

work, feeing we know not even what will

be the event of the clofe of the prefent day.

Henceforward then, let the profane

fwearer reverence the hallowed name of

God, and let not the tongue any more blaf-

pheme the name of him who gave it power

to fpeak. Agreeably to the advice of the

apoftle Paul, " let no corrupt communi*
" cation proceed out of your mouth, but

** that which is good to the ufe of edifying,

*' that it may minifler grace unto the

*' hearers*." Let the glutton and the

drunkard forfake the wallowing. in beaftly

excefs, ruinous to their religion, their mo-

rals, their health, their family ; and let

them walk in temperance and fobriety.

Let the lewd libertine flop the courfe of his

irregular

* Eph. ir. 29.
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irregular defires, and return to virtue and

modeily, before dlfeafe and (hame fhall over-

take him. Let the flothful man caft off the

unmanly habit of idlenefs, and in exchange

let him eat the fweet, however homely,

bread of honeft induftry. Let him who has

been unmindful of his children's manners,

or the cultivation of their minds, train thenx

in habits which will infpire them with the

fear and love of God, and accuilom them

to that induflry which will preferve their

virtue, while it provides them with food and

raiment : let him teach them alfo to know that

they are dependent and accountable beings,

&nly fojourning here in their way to a better

country. Let him who hath pracrifed any

unfair dealing, or any way injured, or op--

prefTed, or defrauded another, let any and

all fuch henceforward obferve the golden

rule, to do to others, as they would have

others do to them. " Let him that hath

" ftolen, fteal no more; but rather let him
" labour, working v/ith his hands the thing"

** which is good, that he may have to give

'* to him that ncedeth*."

I 2 Lafliy;

Eph. iv. 28.
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Laftly; let him that has attempted or

adviled to defpoil his country of its liberties^

its honour, and its wealth, and to harrafs a

brave, a free, and an independent people with

all the horrors of a civil war ; to ftain a

brother's hand with a brother's blood ; to

infiilt and opprefs a large and favoured con-

tinent of friends ; to plant thorns and briars

where lilies and rofes grew, and would have

profpered 3 to fow the feeds of jealoufy and

hatred, v/here reigned confidence and love ;

let him or them, whoe'er they be, ftrenu-

oufly labour, with inflant and unceafing

adiduity, to heal the breach they have made,

to bind up the wounds, to give health to

two exhaulled countries, to acknowledge

their errors and tranfgreffions, that fo they

may, at laft, render juflice to a much injured

and diiiraded empire, and thereby may make

their peace with God before the day of

retribution.

In a few words. *' Behold, God himfelf

** is the indge, fear him: leave off from
** your fms, and forget your iniquities, to

*' meddle no more with them for ever; fo

** fliall God lead you forth, and deliver you

** from
I
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*' from all trouble*/' And again, hear the

warning of Ifaiah, *' Wafli ye, make ye

** clean, put away the evil of your doings

" from before mine eyes, ceale to do evil,

** learn to do well, feek judgment, relieve

** the opprefled, judge the fatherlefs, plead

** for the widow. Come now, and let us

" reafon together, faith the Lord ; though

*' your fms be as fear let, they (liall be as

** white as fnowj though they be red like

" crimfon, they fhall be as wool. If ye be

" willing and obedient, ye (hall eat the good

'* of the land. But if ye refufe and rebel,

** ye fhall be devoured with the fword; for

** the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it-f-."

And the prophet Ezekiel writes emphatically

to the fame purpofe : "As for the wicked-

*' nefs of the wicked, he fliail not fall

*' thereby in the day that he turneth from
*' his wickednefs -, neither (hall the righte-

** ous be able to live for his righteoufnefs in

*' the day that he linneth:}:."

Thefe exhortations, however proper on

the prefcnt occaiion, are never unfealbnablcj

^nd happy will it be for us all, if no reafon

1

3

ihall

* 2 Ei'dras xvi. 67. -[• Ifaiah i. j6—20.

J Ezek. xxxiii. 12.
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fhall be given in future to repeat them. The
Bible, and the Bible only, which alone is

the religion of protellants, is the authority

and rule of my difcourfes to you, as far as

I am competent to the right underftanding

of it j and if I am not warranted by that fure

word of God in what I fay, ceafe to believe

me. It is my duty to expound to you the

book of life, and neither my head, nor my
lieart are inclined to deceive you. Human
life is iliort -, day prelfes hard on day, and

years roll on before we are aware that the

thread of life is nearly run out, and that

nature's call is at hand, if we do not fooner

fall by difeafe or accident. The uncertainty

of our continuance here (hould be a lelTon

of inflrudion perpetually before us ; for we
know not at what hour we may be called

hence ; the flouteft heart may fuddenly wax
faint, and the young man, in the full vigour

of health and flrength, may fall before the

rifing of to-morrow's fun.

Fini.lly then, let us awake, and be doing

our proper work, while the light of the day

is yet upon us, left the night come on, when
no man can work,

SERMON
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SERMON VI.

CHRIST INSUFFICIENT OF HIMSELF,

JOHN V. 30,

I CAN OF MINE OWN SELF DO NOTHING.

The jews were very greatly offended at

Tefus Chrift, becaufe he had miraculoufly

healed a man on the fabbath-day by only

bidding him to rife, take up his bed, and

walk i and, further, becaufe he had added,

in juftification of himfelf, that it was by the

power of his father that he had done this

miracle. Any reafonable perfon would have

apprehended, that this difavowal of any ex-

traordinary power naturally exifting in him-

felf would have foftened, rather than have

ftrengthened, their prejudices againft him

:

but, diredlly contrary to any fuch expedation,

by his calling God his father, (though he is

both the father and the friend of the whole

human race,) he had, in the eflimation of

I 4 his
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his ready and vviiling accufers, made himfelf

(not equal with, but) like unto God.

In the fequel of this converfation, our

lord in reply afTures them, that, fo far from

affeding to afTume any attribute of deity,

every extraordinary power he poffeiTed was a

merely delegated truft from God : at the

fame time telling them, that fuch power

would be increafcd even to the railing per-

fons from the dead *
; and that the time

would come, when '' all who were in their

" graves fliould hear his voice, and fhould

*' come forth, they that had done good,
** unto the refurredion of life ; and they that

*' had done evil, unto the refurredion of
*' condemnation -j-."

He then repeats, according to the thirtieth

verle, what is before recorded in the nine-

teenth, '' I can ofmine own felf do nothing."

He aifo appeals to the evidence of John the

baptid, ** who bore witnefs to the- truth J,"
to the works which the father had given

him to finiln §, and to the fcriptures of the

old Teflament, ** which teftified of him ||."

In
* John V, 2 1. f ibid. ver. 28, 29.

X ibid. ver. 32. § ibid. ver. 36.

)j
ibid. ver. 39.
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In the courfe of this argument, feveral

cxpreffions occur, which, from the mere

found of them, as they are rendered in our

common verfion, have been greitly mifunder-

ftood, even by fome who ought to have

known better. Paffages, plainly intended to

exprefs the mere agency of Chrifl, and his

fubfervience to the will of God, but, at

the fame time, to mark his faithful nefs as a

divine mefienger and prophet, have been

confidered as reprefenting him equal to,

or one and the fame Being with, the one

only living and true God.

Such of thefe palTages as are to be found

in our context deferve our obfervation, and

ought not to be pafTed by unnoticed; for

though there is no difficulty in attaining a

juft and rational interpretation of them, they

are among the number of thofe which are

frequently confidered as deciiive, in favour

pf that elevation, and thofe pretenfions,

which Chrift not only never claimed for

himlelf, but which he appears to have re-

peatedly renounced, whenever his followers

were difpofed to afcribe, or his adverfaries to

impute, them to him,

For
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For inlliance ; in reference to the offence

taken by the pharifees at our lord's curing a

man on the fabbath- day, he fays, (in the

feventeenlh verfe of the chapter before us,)

•* My father worketh hitherto," i. e. in the

ordinary courfs of his never-ceafing provi-

dence, on the fabbath, as well as on other

days ; and v^^hile I am doing his will and

work by benefitting his creatures of man-

kind, I iLall be approved by him. Here-

upon, they were the more exafperated, be-

caufe he called God " his father ;" and be-

caufe he made himfelf, faid they, (not

*^ equal with God," as we read it in our

tranflation, but) " like unto God," by affum-

ing fo much of his prerogative, as to work

on the fabbath-day, as well as God him-

felf.

Thus we fee that our common verfion

miiVeprefents the idea which the pharifees

themfelves had formed of Jefus from this

aSion : for they did not charge him with

claiming an equality with God, but as tref-

paffing upon, and exercifing, his appro-

priated prerogative ; forgetting, no doubt,

what Jefus had obferved to them on a fimilar

occafion.
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©ccafion, that if any of them had an afs, or

an ox, fallen into a pit, he ftraightway pul-

led it out on the fabbath-day*. Wherefore,

as we read in Matthew's gofpel, ** it is

•* lawful to do well on the fabbath-days -f-."

And, in confutation of the fuppofed pre-

fumption in our lord, v/hich is couched in

the obfervation of the pharifees, he proceeds

moft explicitly to declare, that all his extra-

ordinary power was derived from, and the

voluntary gift of, God. In the courfe of

this reprefentation of himfelf, he fays, '* the

** father judgeth no man, but hath com-
** mitted all judgment unto the fon, that all

*' men fliould honour the fon, even as they

** honour the father J." This delegation

of all judgment necelTarily implies as great a

diftance between God and Chri-^, as between

jnafter and fervant -, and the honour here

required to be given to the fon is only in re-

ference to the honour of the father, who
committed fuch judgment to him. In the

fame manner, all refped paid to magiftrates

is not to any fuppofed inherent perfonal fupre-

macy in them, but to the office to which

they
* Luke xiv. 5. f Matt. xii. I2.

t John V, 22, 23.
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they are appointed by, and for the benefit

of, the governed. The refped: ihewn to the

fervant is, priiiiarily, a refpedt to the mafler,

in whofe fervice he is ; and our lord himfelf

ufes this very argument, ** he that honoureth

** not the fon, honoureth not the father

" who hath fent him.*"

Indeed, in the very paflage before us, the

expreilion in our verlion, which appears to

the englidi ear to equalize the two charadlers

of God and Chrift, and to blend them into

one, (which neverthelefs are at as infinite a

diftance, as the creator is from the ere -ture,

even after admitting all tjie excellence which

we afcribe to Chriil to attach itfelf to his

character,) the exprefiion in our veriion is,

I fay, evidently a mifconflrudrion of the

original text. The requifition does not, by

any means, go fo far as to require us to honour

the fon ** even as," or with equal honour as,

(which the phrafe feems to import,) ** we ho-

" nour the father." ** It cannot be concluded

" or inferred from hence, (fays that learned

** unitarian chriftian, Mr. Cardale,) that

** the father and fon are one in eflence-, or

" equal

* John V. 23,
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** equal in dignity, power, and gloiV; or

*' that the very fame, or equal honours are

•* due to each. The adverb, in the ori-

** ginal, [xaGwc,] rendered * even as,' fignifies

** here and in other places, only a general

*' fimilitude, or analogy, and not an exadt

" equality. In John's gofpel,'^' we find the

*' word ufed in this fenfc, where the onenefs

** of believers among themfelves is faid to

** be [xaGwfj as the onenefs of Chriil and his

** father. But as believers are not one

'* Being, fo neither are Chrift and his father.

** The meaning of the words is this, that

** as the jews already honoured God, the

** father, fo they jQiouid alfo for the future

** honour the fon of God ; honour him as

" having all judgment committed to him;
" acknowledge him to be lord to the glory

** of God the father. The {en{Q of our lord

*' here is much the fame as in John,-f'

" where he tells his difciples that, as

" they did already believe in God, they

** fliould alfo believe in him ; it being

*• the mind and will of God, the father,

** that his fon iliould be honoured with

" faith and obedience as well as himfelf,

" fo

* John xva. ii. 21, 22, 23. f lb. xlv. i.
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*' {o that he who honoureth not the ion,

** (by believing and obeying him) dif-

** honoureth the father who fent him : not

" that they (hould honor him as much
** as the father who fent him.*"

But it is not neceirar)^ that we fliould

reft this important docftrine, the unity of

God, upon the correction of the tranilation

of a few pafTages only, as if this were done

in accommodation to a favourite hypothecs,

that required learning and labour to efta-

blifli it; we may, and do, appeal to a mul-

titude of pofitive texts, and to the tenor

of the whole new Teftament. The apoftle

John himfelf records many declarations of

our lord, which are fo clear, that they

feem to have been intended to prevent any

fuch miftake :
** The words that I fpeak

** unto you I fpeak not of myfelf, and the

•* father who dwelleth in me, he doth the

** works. "-f
" I live by the -father."J

** The father hath given to the fon to have

** life in himfelf; and hath given him' au-

** thority to execute judgment :§" He even

calls

* See Cardale's " True do£trina of the new Tefta-

ment." p. 103, note.

f John xiv. 10. X ^^' V'- 57-

§ ib. V. 26, 27.
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calls his father the only true God ;
** that

** they might know thee, the only true

" God, and Jefus the Chrifl whom thou

** haft fent."*

Notwithilanding all thefe ftrong and un-

equivocal expreiTions of our lord, all of

which we meet with in John's gofpel, how

inconfi ("Gently with the words of Chrift him-

felf do fome people make this apodle fpeak,

when they interpret the preface or beginning

of this evangelift's hiilory of his mafter to

iigmfy the equality and co-eternity of Chrifl

with God, when he fays, ** In the beginning

** was the word, and the word was with

** God, and the word was God ?" Kow
much more critically correcft, more rational,

more coniif^ent with himfelf, and with the

context, is it to coniider the phrafc, '* the

" word," as meaning the power and wifdom

of God, an attribute of deity which exifted

from eternity, which was with him, and

infeparable from him, from the beginning

;

and by which we may underiland none other

to be meant than God himfelf ? Correfpon-

dent with which the plalmiH: had before

fkid -f, "by the word of the Lord were the

* heavens

* John xvii. 3. f Pf. xxxiii. 6.
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*' heavens made ;*'
i. e. not by ChriO, Iri

any fuppofed pre-exiflent ftate, but by the

almighty fiat of God himfelf, who called the

world into being by willing it to be.

If, notwithftanding v/hathas beenobferved

in various places, we fuppofe, for a moment,
with fome, that this paoage fhculd flill be

coniidered as fpeaking of Jefas ChriH-, it

muft nevertheiefs be underllood immediately

to refer to his million being fupported and

direifted by the power and wifdom of al-

mighty God. In like manner, the apoftld

Paul's dodrine concerning the creation of all

things by Jefus Chrift has refpedl only to

the gofpel-difpenfation*, not to the forma-

tion of the univerfe, when he had no othef

exiiience than in the infinite mind and

purpofe of God.

We will now offer a few general obfer-

vations, as inferences from our fubjed, arid

deferving our attentiorl.

(i .) The character which Jefus Chrifl: was
intended to fullain appears not only to have

been weli-underflood, but to have been very

plainly ftated, by himfelf. All that he fays

of
* See Mr. Tyrwhitt's Explanation of i Cor. x.

14—24. in " Commentaries and Eilays," vol. ii. p. g.
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of hlmfelf is expreffed in the language natural

to a truly humble and amiable mind : he, at

all tinies, afcribes to God the extraordinary

power he poiTelTed, and exhibited in the

miracles which he wrought : he makes no

pretenfions to any higher character than that

of the agent or inftrument of almighty God,

appointed to do his will; ** all things," fays

he, ** whatfoever thou haft given me, are

*' of thee* : and again, " I came not to do

" my own will, but the will of him that

** fent me-f." Whenever his difciples are

difpofed to give to him that honour which

peculiarly belongs to God, he inftantly re-

jed;s their offer and corredts their miftake.

When one of his followers, from the full-

nefs of an honeft heart, accofted him with

only the courteous appellation of " good
** mailer," he replied, ** Why calleft thou

^' me good ? there is none good but one,

" that is, Godf ."

So diftant were the thoughts of Jefus

from any a/Tumption, or claim, of divine

honours, that he repeatedly prayed to God,

and
* John xvii. 7. f John vi. 38,

t Matt. xix. 17. f

VOL. I,, K
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and direded others to do the fame, giving

even a fliort form, or fummary, of prayer,

addreffed to God, as our father in heaven*.

And, indeed, had he claimed any {hare in

the unrivalled fupremacy of the one only

living and true God, he would have de-

ftroyed his own teftimony, and the teftimony

of thofe fcriptures which foretold his com-

ing, and muft finally, on this very ground,

have been convidled as an impoftor.

Concluding, therefore, that the character

of deity in no wife belongs to the perfon of

Chrift, by what other name can we deno-

minate the religious homage which the far

greater part of the chriftian world pay to

him, than by the name of idolatry ? And
how inconfiflent is it, in any proteflant

community, to confider the worfhip which

the romanifts give to a long catalogue of

faints, and to Mary the mother of Jefus, as

idolatrous, and not to fee how forcibly the

fame language will apply to themfelves ? To
pretend to fay, that the cafes do not refemblc

each other, is making a diftindion without

a difference. Jefus, the child of Mary,

whether

* See Matt, xxvli. 46. John xvii. i— 6.

I
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whether her fon by Jofeph her hujfband, of

miraculoufly conceived, was ftill a man,
the creature of God, fent or appointed by

him, for the great purpoie of evidencing his

will to the world ; and, as fuch, as incapable

of fharing in the appropriated and pre-

eminent attributes of deity, as any other

creature whom God hath made. To ima-
gine the contrary 'involves all the contradic-

tions that can make the underftanding of

man ftand aghaft and revolt. Nothing but

a mental blindnefs can account for the ad-

miffion and reception of fuch notions, and
nothing but the moft invincible prejudice

can account for the continuance of them
in the world. How otherwife fhall wc ex-
cufe the great lord Bacon being himfelf a

believer of a trinity in unity, when we may
read the following remarks in his works ?

A chriftian (fays this extraordinary man ;

meaning thereby the athanafian chriftian,

and member of the church of England,)
*• believes three to be one, and one to be
*• three ; a father not to be elder than his

fon j a fon to be equal with his father;

and one proceeding from both to be equal

K 2 " with

it
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^« with bothi ss believing three perfons

'' in one nature, and two natures in one

" perfon. He believes a virgin to be a

** mother of a fon ; and that very fon of

" her's to be her maker. He believes him

" to have been flmt up in a narrow room,

** v/hom heaven and earth could not con-

*« tain. He believes him to have been born

" in time, who was, and is, born from

" everlading. He believes him to have

" been a weak child, carried in arms, who

" is the ahiiighty i
and him once to have

*' died, who only hath life and immortality

*' in himfelf."* And we may add to thefe

remarks, that he believes him to have

created, by his own power, the fyftems of

the univerfe, who repeatedly and folemnly

declared, that, '' of himfelf, he could do

'' nothing:" and alfo, by his own power,

to have done fuch works as Nicodemus ac-

knowledges

* See a paper entitled " The charaaers of a believing

^' chriftian, in paradoxes and Teeming contradidions,'*

in Bacon's Works, vol. iii. p. 129 of the quarto edition,

1778. And, for lord Bacon's belief in the athanafiari

trinity, fee his " Confeffion of faith," in the fame vo-

lume, p. 121— 125, immediately preceding the paper

above referred to.
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knowledges no man could do, except God

were with him. This is not to honour

him, but to difregard his word, and, in

efFe6l, not only to difbelieve, but to oppofe

him, in whom fome pretend to repofe fo

much faith, and by whofe name they are

called.

Again ; {±.) When the grofsnefs of this

dodtrine begins to confound the faith of

thofe who profefs to believe in it, fo ftrong

do we oftentimes obferve their attachment

to fyflem, that they relinquilTi it with re-

lu(ftance, even when their convid:ions have

received a contrary imprefllon. Infomucll

fo, that they frequently advance by degrees,

and, before they go fo far as to declare for

the proper and abfolute unity of God, they

fall into fome no Icfs fanciful conceptions

upon this fubjed, than thofe which they

have relinquillied^ conceits thefe which are

not perfe6tly confiftent with his being either

God or man. Perhaps the tranfition from

myftery to fimplicity, like that from abfo-

lute darknefs to the full light of day, may

be too great for common minds, or com-

mon cyQ3, to bear. And, indeed, it is

K 3 always
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always mofl dcfirable that public opinion

fliould change by degrees, in order that it

may be built on a broad and fure bads ;

except, indeed, on thofe particular emer-

gencies, when great convulfions, like a me-

teor or a comet, illuminate the furrounding

atmofphere ; and, if we wifli to preferve the

light and advantages which, an thofe great

occafions, are offered to us, we mull: fecure

them by an unconquerable intrepidity and

perfevering refolution in the fulled extent.

In the conclulion of our obfervations,

nothing is more obvious to add to what has

been already faid, than that thofe who are

fully perfuaded in their own minds of the

abfolute unity of God, fhould at all times,

in all circumflances, and at all hazards, dif-

paffionately vindicate his honour, which

he cannot fliare with another ; and firmly

maintain the peerlefs majefty of the greatefl

and befl: of Beings, from the joint- feoffs of

thofe, who, refigning the ufe of their reafon,

believe too much, and of thofe alfo, who,

thinking themfelves wife above what is

written, revile the well-authenticated records

of revelation.

It
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It has frequently been aflced, whether the

keen adverfaries, or the injudicious friends,

of revelation have done it the greateft in-

jury ? A little obfervation on what we fee

pafling in the world, and the due confidera-

tion of the circumftances of the cafe, will

enable any candid and impartial perfon to

give the proper anfwer. He who forms a

right judgment, without ufing his reafon, is

right upon truft; but he who exercifes his

underftanding will be right at all events,

from convicflion. Befides, he who reaibns

may be convinced and converted, but no-

thing fhort of a miracle will convince or

convert him, who pays implicit obedience

to the decilions of his forefathers in the days

of darknefs and fuperftition. Neither is this

feclufion of the reafoning faculty from the

concerns of religion lefs criminal, than the

great fpread of infidelity occalioned thereby,

has been extenfive. This averiion to all

examination into the evidences and dotflrines

of the gofpel has been the threfhold, at

which many of our fellow- creatures have

ftumbled and fallen. Be this their own
ihame. Neverthelefs, objections to chrif-

K 4 tianity
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tianity have been propagated by its open

enemies, and have received fome confider-

able fupport from its falfe friends, owing to

their attachment to a certain alliance that

has difgraced the pure and free word of

truth. The injury which the faith of the

gofpel has received from thefe quarters has

been abundantly repelled by, and even

siven exiftence to, fome of our bed-argued

defences and vindications of the genuine

dodtrines and precepts of the gofpel. The

caufe of truth owes much to the free-

thinkers, and the devotees of particular fyf-

temiS, for the examination v/hich they have

excited both of the evidences and dodrines

of chriftianity. But of the two charaders,

I confider the free-thinker as the moll: de-

ferving. He is generaMy the more candid,

and may be converted to a rational belief;

but he who repofes his underftanding in the

myflerious, ineomprehenfible, and. contra-

didory confeflion of any church, fubjugates

his reafon to a foreign authority, and (if

arrived at a certain age} will probably remain

unenlightened as long as he lives. The

gloomy credulity of this man, tends to no-

thing
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thing but to confirm and eftablifh his mind

in inacceffible darknefs, while rays of light

may, at fome ferious moment, penetrate the

mind of the inquiring deift. It is juft the fame

with fome oppofite paffions of the human

hearty an hafty man is generally generous and

forgiving, but a fallen temper is malignant

and invincible. Both are reprehenfible ; but

we all know which is leafh injurious to its

owner, and kaft oftenfive to fociety, on the

whole.

Let us, then, inquire, examine, and judge

forourfelves. The refult, I trufl:, will be

the more entire confirmation of heart and

mind, that God is one, one felf-exiftent

and independent fpirit, the only objedl of

our religious worfhip ; and that Jefus is the

Chrift, whom God commiffioned to declare

his will, but who yas fo far from fharing,

in any degree, in the appropriate and incom-

municable attributes of the one God, Je-

hovah, that ** he could of himfelf do

*' nothing."

SERMON
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E R M O N VII.*

DEFENCE OF PUBLIC, OR SOCIAL, WORSHIP.

HEBREWS X. 25.

LET US NOT FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLING OURSELVES
TOGETHER.

However the chriftiaii world may have

been divided concerning the proper objed: of

religious worfhip ; however they may have

differed concerning their forms of prayer,

or

* The following fermon was written in confequence

of the publication of " An Enquiry into the expediency

*' and propriety of public or focial worfliip," by Gilbert

Wakefield, B.A. late Fellow of Jefus College, Cam-

bridge ; and v/as preached in the unitarian chapel, in

Effex-ftreet, London, on Sunday, Dec. 4, 1791, and

publiihed at the requeft of feme who heard it. In the

fubfequent controverfy upon this fubje£b, the obligation,

expediercy, and propriety of public or focial worfliip,

were ably maintained againft their learned opponent.

To thefe fevcral publications, on both fides, the candid

and inquifitive reader is referred, for any further fatif-

fa^ion he may want upon the queftion now before him.
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or whether prefcribed liturgies or extempore

prayer, as it is called, beft anfwer the end of

edification ; however they may have difputed

concerning the excefs or deficiency of other

external circumftances or ceremonials, which

muft, in fome degree, attend all expreffions

of the afFctlions of the heart, they appear to

have been univerfally agreed upon the " ex-

*' pediency and propriety of public, or fecial,

** Worfliip."

It is under this perfuafion, in common with

the pradice of all preceding ages of the chrif-

tian church, and all defcriptions of chriflians,

that we ftatedly aiTemble ourfelves together in

the a(5l of public worfhlp. We, of this

fociety, are further united in fuch religious

fervice upon the principle of addreffing our

prayers and praifes, our thankfgivings and

petitions to the one only living and true God,

in contradiftindtion to what we confider as the

prevailing polytheifm of our other fellow-

cliriilians.

But, notwithflanding this general agree-

ment, the public have lately had fiibmitted

to their perufal, through the medium of the

prefs, an " inquiry" into this fubjed:, which

concludes^
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concludes againft all focial worfhip. The

author of this ** ellay" is one of the moil

diftinguiflied critical writers of our day ;

" his difpofitions are ferious, his love of

" virtue ardent, his faith jQncere*." Thus

qualified and thus charatfterifed, his labours

deferve examination, and are entitled to can-

dor : but where the queflion does not depend

upon very deep criticifm, or very abftrufe

reafoning, or upon dark and doubtful expref-

fions, a common underftanding, accompanied

with difpofitions equally ferious, with a love

of virtue equally ardent, and with a faith

equally lincere, needs not to be filenced by an

acknowledged fuperiority in critical literature.

Such practices in the chriftian church as are

countenanced by the example and precept of

Chrift and his apoilles are fandlioned by the

higheft authority in the eftimation of a chrif-

tian y but the mere " expediency and pro-

priety of focial worfhip," which are objed:ed

to by this writer, are jurtifiable, fhould we

only be able to prove that it greatly contributes

to the religious edification of the chriflian

brotherhood. But, it is prefumed, there is

no

* Wakefield's Enquiry, p. 21, &c.
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no occalion to reft a vindication of public or

fecial wordiip upon the arguments of expe-

diency and propriety alone. We will meet

the inquirer on his own ground, following

his own arrangement of his feveral propofi-

tions, and confider them feparately. (i) The
pradice of our lord himfelf^ (ii) his pre-

cepts, and (ill) the praiftice of the apoftles,

are the queftions of fad: upon which we are

more immediately at iiTue.

I. In relped; to the pradice of Chrift, we

are agreed that we are bound to be " imitators

** of him* ;" and that ** he left us an ex-

** ample, that we fhould follow his fteps -}[-,"

But it is worth our while to confult the con-

text where thefe expreffions occur, to deter-

mine their true meaning, left we ftiould,

through hafte or inadvertency, mifapplj them.

In the epiftle to the Corinthians, we are

bidden to he " imitators of Chrift"^ in

putting no ftumbling-block before jews, or

greeks, or the church of God : arid in the

epiftle of Peter, where we are told that

Chrift *' left us art example that we ftiould

** follow his fteps," it is in the conclulion of

an
• I Cor. xj. X. f I Pet. ii. 2r.
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an argument for the patient bearing of afflic*

tions, for which he was himfelf fo eminently

diftinguifhed. Let us not, therefore, he

inftrumental in giving unnecefFary occalion of

offence to our brethren, whatever may be

their religious faith ; nor impatient ourfelves

when our faith may be arraigned, or our mofl

confcientious practices condemned.

But to return more immediately to our in-

quiry. The paflages produced to prove that

our lord himfelf did not join in public or

ibcial worihip are thofe which mention his

going " into the mountain apart to pray, and

** being there alone* ;" his ** meeting his

** difciples at Gethfemane, and telling them
** to fit down, while he went and prayed

** (yonder) elfewhere-f* ; his withdrawing

" himfelf into the wildernefs, and praying f ;"

his " going out into a mountain to pray, and

" .continuing all night in prayer to God §
;"

his ** praying alone while his difciples were

*' with him ||."

In all thefe inftances, the premifes are Co

fimilar, that the fpirit of the conclufion to be

drawn
* Matt. xiv. 23. compare Mark vi. 46 and 47.

t Matt. xxvi. 36, &c, § Luke vi. 12.

X Luke V. 16.
ii
Luke ix. zS.
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drawn from them muft be the fame ; there is

no feparating the one from the other by any

marked diflinction.

That Chrift frequently retired from his dif-

dples to pray alone, is very true, but we are

not from thence to conclude that he was

averfe to public prayer. On thefe cccafions,

he may have been determined by the circum-

ftances of the cafe ; the fubjed; of his prayer

might have reference to his particular miffion j

or he may ^have been influenced by the flate

of his own mind, the fatigue of body, the

defire to leave his difcipies for a while with-

out the reftraint of his prefenccj or the

peculiar trials to v/hich he was, at different

times, particularly expofed, which required

his ftrengthening his mind by devout appli-^

cation to God, independent of thofe who
were then with him. All, or any, of thefe

confiderations may have difpofed him to retire

alone, without intending, in the leafi degree,

to difcountenance focial prayer.

Upon the argument of our author we ought

not only to confine ourfelves to private prayer,

but to follow the example of Chrift in retreat-

ing to a mountain, or a wildernefs, or to referve

the
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the evening or night feafon for this delightful

intercourfe with God. Or we might, with

the fame propriety, apply the injunction " not

" to let our left-hand know what our right-

" hand doeth*," as prohibiting our concur-

rence in any public charities for the relief

and comfort of the more diftreiTed part of

our brethren, becaufe fuch adts muft be feen

and known by men.

We are challenged, by our author, to pro-

duce " one fingle pofitive proof of the ex-

** iHence of focial worfhip among Chrifl and

*' his apoftles-f-." Let us, therefore, tiy,

though we fhould fail to fatisfy fonie inquirers,

at leaft to juftify ourfelves to others, by pro-

ducing fufficient reafonable evidence of the

facl.

Luke records J, that, pievioiis to Chrifl's

transfiguration, when he went into a moun-

tain to pray, he took with him Peter, and

John, and James -, and thefe, it may rea-

fonably be prefdmed, were feleded to join

with him in prayer, as well as to be witnelTes

of what paiTed on that occafion.

Of
* Matt. vi. 3. f Wakefield's Enquiry, p. 13.

X Chap. ix. 28.

VOL, I. L
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Of that prayer of Jefus, recorded fn the

feventeenth chapter of John, it is faid by our

objedor, that " no mention is made of any

** invitation to his apoflles to join or aflift

" him in thefe devotions*." But^ is it not

equally obfervable, and as probable, that no

invitation was thought necelTary, or that the

evangelift might omit to v^rite it down ? The

example of Chrift, and the refped: his difci-

ples entertained for him, would moft pro-

bably lead them to join him in every afpira-

tion to God, in his behalf,, without requiring

to be bidden to do that, which their own

minds would involuntarily prompt them to.

Again. The addrefs of the lord's prayer,

*' Our father," is very imperfeftly anfwered by

alledging that the meaning of the language,,

exclufively of any reference to focial prayer,,

applies to the perfed equality of all man-

kind -j-. The equality of mankind will indeed

juftify the application of this language in

fupport of focial worihip, but- can never

feparate it from fuch appropriation. Equality

will unite men in the fame duties and offices

;

Jefus, therefore, by making ufe of this form

* Wakefield's Enquin^, p. 14.

t Enquiry, p. 25. and 26.
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in his own devotions, recommended it to 1)C

ufed in common by his difciples.

Again. When Jefus fays, ** where two

** jor three are gathered together in my name,

** there am I in the midft of them.*" It is

alked, " can thefe alTemble together, in the

*' name of God, (or more properly as

" chriflians,) that is, to promote God's

'* glory, and the purpofes of his providence,

** on no other occafion, but that of public

** worfhip V'-f Certainly they may, but Co

alfo may they join in focial prayer on thefe

occafions, or even profelTedly meet for the

purpofe of public worfhip. The promiie

here made by Chrift to his difciples, appears

to have been " confined to that firfl age of

the gofpel, when miraculous powers were

difpenfed for its more effe(ftual propaga-

tion," and the promife appears to have

been made in order to encourage them to

join in prayer for that purpofe.

The prayer of Chriil previous to the raifinp-

of Lazarus ^ is, 1 think, unnoticed by our

author. ** Jefus lift up his eyes, and faid,

L 2 *^ Father,

* Matt, xvlii. 20. t Enquiry, p. 27.

X John xi. 41. and 42.
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*^ Father, I thank thee that thou haft heard

" me. And I knew that thou heareft me

" always ; but, becaufe of the people which

" ftand by, I faid it, that they may believe

«* that thou haft fent me." From hence 'it

appears that Chrift not only prayed to God,

his father, in public and before his difciples,

but for them, that their minds might be

enlightened by the anfwer which was given

to his prayer; in which, as they were not

uninterefted, it is not to be prefumed that

they withheld their affent. For public prayer,

while it unites the petitions of numbers,

ftrengthens their religious principles, and

improves them.

<« We are told in various pafTages by the

" o-ofpel- writers, that our lord frequented

" the jewiA fynagogues, wherever he came

;

" that he was a conftant attendant in the

** temple, w^hen at Jerufalem ; that he went

** into private families on many - occafions,

** for the purpofe of promoting, by inci-

" dental admonitions and pious leiTons, the

" fubftantial improvement of his hearers, in

** the knowledge and pradice of his genuine

** fpiritual
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** fpiritual benevolent religion."* All this

is acknowledged by our author, for they are

his own words, but then he inlifts, that '* in

" all thefe inftances," Jefus is not faid to

Join in prayer.

There is, however, along with the admif-

fion of the facts of Chrift's acflual pra6tice,

a very material drawback from the obvious

confequences of this ftatement, which never-

thelels may be fufficiently anfwered by pro-

pofing a few plain queftions in our turn, and

a little in our author's own manner. What

individual, it may be afked, can take upon

himfelf to fay, that " all focial worfliip

confifls of outward exhibition, oppofed to

ifiward influence ; in the honour of the

lips, oppofed to the afpiration of the heart ;

in the vain oblations of ceremonial homage,

oppofed to the facrifice of the whole man,

body and fpirit, on the altar of the divine

will ?" Nay, let nie make my appeal to

every one, who now hears m^e, whether he

has not known the devotion of the heart

affifted by focial worfhip, and the love of

his fellow-creatures fpread abroad in his heart,

L 3 by

* Enquiry, p. 14. and 15.
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by joining with them in the adls of public

worfhip. And when, or where, can " ge-

*' nuine fpirltual benevolent religion," be better

cultivated, than when, in one voice, we unite

our hearts in prayer to God, and have the

objefts, towards whom our benevolence fhall

be direded, accompanying us in our devotions

to our common parent.

II. With refpedl to the precepts of Chrifl.

Thefe, it is alledged, have almoft exprefsly

fecluded fecial prayer : fuch as ** Be not as

** the hypocrites, for they love to pray fland-

** ing in the fynagogucs, but enter into thy

** clofet. Worfhip the father in fpirit and

** in truth."

OHentation in public worfhip was repeatedly

and feverely reproved by Chrift in the pha^

rifees. The reprehenfion of their long prayers,

their vain repetitions, and their disfiguring

their faces, was intended to reform, not to

fupprefs their public meetings for the focial

"worfhip of God ; to regulate and purify, not

to annihikte thefe religious affemblies ; to

diftinguifli between the ufe, and the abufe

of public prayer. Parade and oftentation

are not neceffarily conne(5led with focial

worfhip,
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worship, neither is it always a mere lip-fervice.

Humility of mind, unfeigned repentance, and

the mofl fervent devotion, are as attainable

in public, as in private prayer. The ad; of

meeting o\\r fellow- chriftians, in the ordinary

way of alTembling ourfelves together, no

more nouriilies hypocrify or pride, than re-

tiring into our own clofets, apart from all

fecial intercourfe, for the fame purpofe, may-

beget pride or felf-conceit. And further,

we may either receive conliderable improve-

ment from the example of others, or com-

municate k by cur own, not in the way of

enthuliaftic or fiiperflitious influences, but

in the rational exercife of our faculties, and

in the plealing contemplation that in chriftian

love for each other, we, the creatures of

God, are paying the homage of the whole

heart to the one God and father of all.

The precept given by Chrift to his difciples,

*' when they pray, to enter into their clofets,"

is addreiTed to them individually; but the

prayer which he prefcribed to them, at the

fame time, belongs to them coiledively,

" Our father," and is more particularly

proper for fecial prayer. One of our lord's

L 4 difciples
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difciples faid unto him, *' Lord ! teach us

** to pray, as John alfo taught his difciples.

" And he faid unto them. When ye pray,

" fay. Our father, &c."* And when i^

is admitted that Chrifl went into the temple

to teach and inflrud: his hearers in the religion

of the gofpel, is it not highly probable to

fuppofe fo excellent a perfon involuntarily to

intermix his devotions to God, with his

fpiritual inftrud:ions to man ? His very doc-

trines, his temper of mind, the occaiion and

object of his going thither, would, (I had

almofl faid in fpite of himfelf,) make him

break forth in prayer to God in behalf of

his hearers and himfelf, and thereby improve

both teacher and follower, as well by the

fubjedl of prayer, as by any difcourfe he

might deliver to them.

** To woriliip the father in fpirit and in

'* truth," depends upon the difpofition of

the worshipper : it may be done, either in

focial or private prayer -, but when the heart

is hardened and the thoughts are wandering,

it can be done in neither.

III. With refpeit to the practice of the

apoftles, I think the evidence is yet more de-

cifive.

f Luke xi. I, 2.
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cifive. The apoflles, we are told,* wcr^

«* continually in the temple, praiiing and

f* bleffing God {' they prayed together at

the eledtion of a new alTociate in the room of

Judas j-f the difciples " continued ftedfaftly

" in the apoftles' do(ftrine and feliowfliip,

** and in breaking of bread, and in prayers."J
^* Peter and John v/ent up together into the

" temple at the hour of prayer," before they

reftored to the lame man the ufe of his feet.§

Again, other difciples are recorded|| to have

** lifted up their voices to God with one

?* accord." The apoflles prayed before they

laid their hands on the feven deacons :**

and likewife when Barnabas and Paul were

called. -f-f-
Cornelius is defcribed " as a de-

^' vout man, and one, who, together with

" his family, prayed to God alway."JJ

Paul, at the clofe of his addrefs to the elders

of the church at Ephefus, " kneeled down,

" and prayed with them all."§§ And, again,

when

* Luke xxiv. 53. t A£ls i. 24.

X Ads ii. 42. § A<Sts iii. i.

jj
Ads iv. 24. ** Ads vi. 6.

ft A6ts xiii. 3. XX Ads x. 2,

§§ A(Sts XX. 36.
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when he had landed at Tyre, had ilayed

there feven days, and was about to leave it,

the difciples with their wives and children

accompanied him out of the city ; when
** they all kneeled down on the Ihore, and

*' prayed."*

Thefe are fo many plain reprefentations of

the pra(9:ice of the apoftles and firft difciples

of ChriH:. And our author, feeing the force

of thefe precedents, has obferved with fome

triumph, " that failing and circumcifion,

** and all the ceremonies of the jewifli ritual

** were continued by the apoftles, whilft the

'* temple ftood/'-f But fecial prayer fur-

vived the jewifh ritual, and appears to have

been pradifed by the apoftles and difciples

of Chrift after circumciiion was done away.

Concerning the duty of fafting, whatever

may have been its proper import in the jewifli

law, it feems to be tranflated into intelligible

language under the chriftian difpenfation by

the word ** temperance :" and in this view

it continues obligatory upon us, and no lefs

falutary to our morals, than to our health.

Let us now turn to the general exhortation

in our text; let us, " conftder one another

*' to

* Aas xxl. 4j 5. t Enquiry, p. 34, 35
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** to provoke unto love, and to good works

:

" not forfaking the aflembling of ourfelves

" together, as the manner of fome is ; bat

" exhorting one another : and fo much the

" more as ye fee the day approaching."

This affembling together was, indeed, evi-

dently for the purpcfe of " exhorting one

" another to fledfaftnefs and perfeverance,

" and of comforting fuch as had gone

" through the great confli<5l of perfecution.

" A work at all times neceffary, but parti-

** cularly fo, as the day of vengeance and

** judgment is approaching."* But can any

one, ferioufly imagine that this ftedfaftnefs

and perfeverance were to be procured, or

that this comfort was to be adminiilered,

under the great conflidl of perfecution, with-

out religious intercourfe with God in prayer ?

The very prefumption is ftamped with abfur-

dity and contradiction.

If it be objedted to public prayer that we

may make improper petitions to God, from

the great mixture of charad:ers in a public

congregation j let it be obferved that forms

of

* See Sykes on Hebrews, ch. x. 25.—Wakefield in

his Notes on the place in his new Teftament.
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of public prayer cannot be too general or

comprehenfive, provided they clearly exprefs

thofe fentiments which are appropriate to

fuch perfons, and which unite them together.

Our wants and weaknefTes, our temptations

and trangrejlions in this world, and our hopes

and expectations in that which is to come,

are, generally fpeaking, common to us all.

If, for inftance, we fliould pray for health,

(which has been objected to,) it is in fubfer-

vience to the divine v/ill; and though our

iicknelTes may be our bleffings, our prayers

will make us more refigned and patient under

them, and remind us under whofe govern-

ment we live. But, after all, individuals^

as well in the upper as the lower ranks of

life, are more likely to commit errors of this

kind in folitary, than in fecial, fervices. No
fpecies of compofition is more difficult than

that of prayer. Its excellence coniifts in

fuch guarded propriety of expreffion, and it

requires ilich an unafFed:ed iimplicity and

dignity of compofition united, as very few

perfons can attain. Hence alfo all forms of

prayer require frequent revifion.

It



( 173 )

It has been faid, that if ** the prayer of*

** the minifter was made to himlelf, as in a

** modern fynagogue, or deHvered as the

** prayer of an individual, as the bleffing in

" the church of England is pronounced by

** the bifhop, if prefent, or, in his abfence, by

" the prieft, it would feem liable to no
** exception."*

This certainly does not reach the proper

idea of public worship, but is rather of an

authoritative affumption in the officiating mi-

nifler, who, inflead of being the director of

a religious affembly at pleafure, is, or ought

to be, no more than their inftrument, or

organ of union. When our lord prayed at

any meeting of his difciples, or during his

teaching in the temple, it was in confequence

of the pious affeftion of his own heart, and

as an example and incitement, we may mofl

reafonably conclude, to unite his hearers in

a limilar fervlce. His example was not fo

much to apply to an individual praying to

the fupreme Being in behalf of the reft, as

to all of them concurring in offering the

facrifice of prayer and praife to the God and

father of all.

A difregard
Enquiry, p. ^S-
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A dlfregard of God, and of his providence

is not confined to any one clafs of perfons.

The lower ranks among us are aflifted inl-

and indeed owe, all the knowledge they have

of God and religion to their attendance upon

the public worfhip of that denomination of

religion ifls to which they may be united

from the circumflances of their birth and

parentage ; their fuperiors, if they want not

to be informed, certainly require to be re-

minded of their duty. Public worfhip is a

great mean, and, in our prefent circumflances,

the molt effedual one, of publifliing religious

inflruCtion ; and prayer particularly interefts

every individual : public worfliip is the mofl

probable mean of calling the higher ranks

to a juft fenfe of God and religion ; and is

the only opportunity of introducing to the

minds of the ignorant the influence of prayer.

It is fome evidence of the natural difpofi-

tlon of the mind of man to addrefs itfelf to

his creator, v/hen we fee the untaught pagan

break forth in prayer to the fupreme Being

;

and, it is llill more to our purpofe, when
we meet the unlearned, but pious, chriflian

offering to God the rational fervice of his

grateful
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grateful heart, in defpite of the ignorance and

fuperflition in which his fpiritual guides have

kept him. It has many years been recorded

of an ignorant papift Uving in Spain, that he

perceived a neceffity of his own private

prayers to God, befides the Pater- nofter,

Ave-Maries, and the like, ufed in the courfe

©f the romiili church. But being ignorant

of any form of prayer, he every morning,

humbly bending his knees, and lifting up

his eyes and hands to heaven, deliberately

repeated the alphabet,—" And now," faid

he, " O good God, put thefe letters together

** to fpell fyllables, to fpell words, to make
** fuch fenfe, as may be mofl: to thy glory,

** and to my good."* But, how rare an

inflance is this, of the fpirit of piety break-^

ing through and difperfmg fuch a cloud of

ignorance as had gathered over this honefl:

peafant from his own want of information,

and the fuperflition in which he w^as held by

his priefts.

Every argument for pubUc worfhip can

only ftand upon fcripture, reafon, and public

edification.

* Fuller's " Good thoughts in worfe time," 1659,

p-. 61.
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edification. The fervlce fliould agree with

the few great and leading principles of our

common faith ; fhould correfpond with, and

be adapted to, the reafon and underftanding

of thofe who are expected to join in it

;

and it will then lead to the inftrucftion and

improvement of all Who attend upon it.

However negligently the public religious

fervices of this day itiay be attended, by per-

fons of every defcription, (and more efpecially

in this great city and its immediate neighbour-

hood,) who is there that can anfwer for the

confequences of a total rejeftion of an ordi-

nance fo congenial with our own unprejudiced

feelings, fo well calculated to fuit our prefent

ftate, fo approved by all ages of the world,

fo agreeable to the prad:ice and precepts of

our great mailer, and his apoflles and firft

difciples ? Let us take care that our public

religious fervice be fcriptural and rational,

worthy of God to whom it is addreiTedj and

becoming his rational creatures of mankind

to offer to the creator and governor of the

world, and he will blefs every voluntary and

ferious attendance on tliis mean of intercourfe

betv/een himfelf and man ; this mean of

union
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union and love between fellow- creatures, and

fcllow-chriftians. Under thefe impreflions,

let us join in this prayer, that ourfelves and

our houfe, may ferve the Lord, Jehovah,

in every opportunity of focial prayer, as

well as in every a<ftion of our lives.

VOL. i. xM SERMON
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SERMON VIII.

VINDICATION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL FROM
THE CHARGE OF SEDITION.

ACTS XXIV. 5.

WE HAVE FOUND THIS MAN A PESTILENT FELLOW, AND
A MOVER OF SEDITION AMONG ALL THE JEWS THROUGH-
OUT THE WORLD, AND A RINGLEADER OF THE SECT OF
THE NAZARENE5.

The arraignment of Paul before Felix the

roman governor, and the fpeech of Tertullus

on that occafion, are in the recolledion of
every one, the leaft acquainted Wii\i the hif-

tory of our apoftle. This was the com-
mencement of the profecution againft him ;

a profecution, the general charaders of
which will afford us a leffon of ufeful in-

ftrudion, from the united confideration of the

c6ndu6l of the profecutors, the magiflrates,

and the prifoner.

Claudius Lyfias, a Toman captain, having
be^n called to a tumultuous affembly of the

M 2 jews^
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jews who were difpofed to inflid fummary

punidiment upon the perfoii of Paul, refcued

him from the untempered rage and violence

of the multitude. Lyfias, finding that he

was accufed only upon fome quelHons of

their law, but of nothing v/orthy of death

or imprifonment, fent him, under a guard

of foldiers to Antipatris *, giving them a

letter to Felix the governor of the province,

who received the prifoner and this ftate of

his cafe ; and in the courfe of a few days,

proceeded to hear his caufe with due fo-

lemnity.

The information w^as kid againft Paul by

Ananias the high-prieft and the elders ; and

Tertullus, as the retained advocate of the

jews, opened the charge againft him.

" Finding this man (to be) a peft and a

** mover offedition," faid he, ** among all

<* the jews throughout the world, and a ring-

*' leader of the fed: of the Nazarenes, and

'* prefuming alfo to profane the temple; we

" laid hold on him, and would have judged

«* (him) according to our law -t^." He then

goes

* Ads xxiii. 29,31. t Wakefield's Tranflation.
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goes on to recite a narrative of their proceed-

ings.

The defence of Paul before Felix, and

afterwards before Feftus his fucceifor *, and

finally before Agrippa, by whom, after much

vexation and delay, he was difmifled, are,

all of them, mafter- pieces of human elo-

quence. His fubfequent voyage to Rome
and his appeal to Ca?far, are the fequel of

his memorable hiilory recorded in the ads

of the apoftles.

The confeffion of Paul before Felix
"f*

was an ingenuous acknowledgment of every

fad, with which they could juftly charge

him. Concerning thefe queftions, their laws

were happily filent, and confequently he was

not amenable to the tribunal of the civil

magiftrate, though from the zeal of the mul-

titude, excited by their priefts, he had been

adually imprifoned, and his life in danger.

The arrangement of our fubjeil will re-

quire that we feparately confider the nature

of the charge againft him, his defence, and

the refult of his trial. The application of

the cafe of our apoftle to ourfelves will arife

M 3 from

* A£Is xxIv. 27. t ibid, xxiv. 14. 16.
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from the confideration of his condud under

the aggravated outrages pradlifed againft

him.

With refped to the firfl of thefe. To
charge a man with being " a peft and a

** mover of fedition," is to charge him with

being a nuifance to fociety, and a difturber

of the public peace, without a juft and ade-

quate end in viev;^, and without regarding

that obedience which is due to every well-

regulated goyernment, founded on the peo-

ple's confcnt and approbation. To impute

to him the being a ringleader of the fedt of

theNazarenes, and the prefuming alfo to pro-

fane the temple, were criminations which

will be found to be extra-judicial. In the

cafe of Paul, the former charge was abfo-

lutely falfe; the latter was frivolous, and

beyond the jurifdicSion of the judge.

Every dire(ft and open diflurbance of the

public peace, which in its principle mili-

tates againft the well-bein^ of fociety, fliould

feem to be properly and immediately cog-

nizable before thofe who are lawfully ap-

pointed the confervators of the j)ublic peace.

But,
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But, to do that which it is lawful td do, oi*

that with which the magiflrate has no con-

cern, is niot to be imputed to any man as

fedition ; but, on the contrary, every in-

terruption of the public peace, confequent

upon any unfeafonable interference, is, in

juftice, to be afcribed to thofe who, from a

weak or a perverted judgment, attempt to

impede any member of fuch fociety from

doing what he had a right to do, and what,

in many cafes, it is his duty to do.

The religious faith of man is not within

the magiftrate's proper province ; becaufe it

refpeds not the concern of man with man,

as a citizen of any ftate, but of man with

God, as a reafdnable and accountable beinp- ;

and becaufe religious faith or opinion is, in

its very nature, beyond his knowledge, and

fuperior to whatever advantage any exclufivd

protedlion may be fuppofed to bedow, or

any temporal punifhment to inflid:.

When Paul was charged with being a

ringleader of the fed: of the Nazarenes, and

having profaned the temple, fuch charge im-

plied no more, at that time, than that he was

M 4- a dif-
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a difclple of Jefus Chrift in general *, and had

preached Chrift crucified, which was to the

jews a ftumbling-block and to the greeks

foolifhnefs. With thele imputations the

civil magiftrate had no concern, becaufe the

preaching the gofpel of Chrift by Paul did

in no wife diflurb the allegiance of the peo-

ple to the then fubfifting government, nor

was indeed, in any way concerned with the

political inftitutions of any civil fociety, as

fuch.

When Paul pleaded to thefe charges, he

replied that, " after the way which they

'* called herefy, he worfhipped the God of

** his fathers," who was no other than the

only living and true God. The diftindion

which he makes in this acknowledgment in

faying that he did fo, " after the way which

** they called herefy," means neither more

nor lefs, than after a way different from their

own. Paul owned the divine authority of

the law and the prophets ; but fuperadded,

a belief in the divine commiffion of Jefus

Chriil. Having this additional teftimony in

fupport of his faith, he had additional mo-

tives

* See Molh-im. Eccles. hift, 8vo. 2d edit. vol. i. p. 173..
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tives to give the fame religious homage t6

the God of his fathers. He did not, be-

caufe of the preaching of the gofpel, change

the obje(5l of divine worihip, or admit any

other being to fhare in it ; but believing in

the preaching of Jefus Chrift, as a meffenger

and prophet of God, he was more ftrongly

perfuaded to honour and obey the God of

his fathers than before. This principle of

our apoftle the bigotted jews reproached

;

and being fomewhat different from their

own, they called it **herefy." It fliould, how-

ever, be obferved, that this term is a very

harmlefs word in its original import, and

involves no greater criminality than Paul

readily acknowledged. Jt has, indeed, re-

ceived a different acceptation in eccleliaflical

hiflory, and been (hamefully perverted by

ccclefiaftical biiz;ots from the diys of Paul to

dur own, to the general annoyance of the

chriftiati world, and no leis general extirpa-

tion of chriftian charity.

In further vindication of himfclf Paul de-

clared that his perfuafion, ** that there would

** be a refurredion both of the juit and the

'* unjuft," was fo far from being a novel

doctrine.
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clo(flrine, that his very accufers allowed it*

The fadducees indeed maintained that there

was no refurrection, but the great body ,of

the jews believed in it. What then ftiall

we fay for his perfecutors, feeing that he

worfliipped the fame one God of his fathers,

received the fame fcriptures> believed in the

fame prophets, and held, in common with

them, the dodrine of a refurre(ftion from the

dead. And, as if it were to fill up the mea-

fure of the iniquity of this perfecution of

Paul, obferve the fequel of his confeffion,

that he endeavoured to have always a con-

fcience void of offence towards God and

men. This might, indeed, irritate the ma-

lice of the priefls in the days of Paul, as

iimilar recommendations may have done, in

various cafes, in every fucceeding century

:

juft as the charaders of truth and virtue will

irritate the refentment of calumniators on lefs

occafions.

Let us now attend to the confequences of

this profecution of Paul. His enemies, fail-

ing to fubftantiate their charge, were de-

feated. They fucceeded in nothing except

involving our apoflle in all the vexations

which
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which are ever attendant upon matters of

this kind ; and which oftentimes fall more

heavy and fevere, than the punishment

legally appropriated to feveral fpecific and

notorious offences againft the flate. After

the final clofe of this bufinefs, " Paul con-

'* tinned (at Rome) two whole years in his

** own hired houfe ; and gladly received

** always every one that came unto him

:

** preaching the kingdom of God, and
** teaching, with all confidence, concern-

** ing the lord Jefus Chriil, without hin-

** drance*."

The application of this part of the

apollle's hiilory ought not to be confined to

any one time, any one place, or any one

perfon. The principles upon which all par-

ties aded fhould be duly confidered with a

view to gain all poffible advantage from the

example they have afforded us, by abandon-

' ing what is wrong, and adhering to what is

right.

The civil magiflrate will do well to recoi-

led: thf^ condud of Gallio on a fimilar occa-

fion, who declined to meddle with any of

thefe

* A<5ls xxviii. 30 and 31- Wakefield's Tranflation,
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thefe things. He nlufl fee how very inju-

rious to truth, and how foreign to his proper

bufinefs, it is to interfere with the relio-ious-

faith of any fubjedt of any ftate^ how con-

trary it is to his own true intereft to op-

prefs by violence, or to ilifle by bribery,

the religious principle in man, which is the

bctl foundation of all true allegiance even to

the beft of governments.

In the condu(St of the apoftle wc may ob-

ferve every thing that can give real dignity to

the charader of the true chriftian. An un-

daunted mind, with a well-governed temper

towards his perfecutors and judges : forti-

tude without arrogance, integrity without

difilmulation, firmnefs Vv'ithout obftinacy,

humility without meannefs. A fpirit worthy

of a martyr, a meeknefs becoming an apoflle.

Never did the beauty and dignity of a good

mind break forth in more elegant limplicity of

language, than that of Paul when he replied

to Agrippa in the public court, ** I would to

" God, that not only thou, but all likewife,

*' who hear me this day, were both almoffc

*' and altogether fuch as I alfo am, except

" thefe bonds*."

As
* Acts xxvi. 29,
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As we have obferved generally on the duty

of the civil magiftrate, it w^ill become us to

fay fomething upon the duty of the chriftian

citizen living in a country where there is,

what is called, a chriftian eftablifhment.

The injunction to ftand fail in the liberty

Avherevvith Chrift hath made us free, ex-

prefies a duty of primary obligation and con-

fequence. If we do not faithfully attend to

this important duty, all inquiry after truth

will be in vain at the beft, will probably

involve us in uneafmefs, and produce no-

thing but vexation of fpirit. It may, indeed,

difcover our many errors in opinion, and

faults in practice 3 but it will alfo prefent to

us our difgraceful bondage, and the crimi-

nality of every voluntary compliance with it.

Ancient prejudices may long conceal the

truth, but they will gradually difperfe before

the light of the gofpel. And, w^ho is there

that can view, without the deepefl regret,

our chriftian liberty deftroyed by an efta-

bliflied fervitude, the mod humiliating pro-

fped: of all others to a rational creature of

God, informed and enlightened by reve-

lation.
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We cannot more wortlnly exercife our

reafon than in inquiring into the credibility

of every revelation of the will of God, and

in difcovering the meaning and import of

thofe pages, where we are told fuch revela-

tion is to be found. But what avails this

inquiry, or this confequent difcovery, if any

fyftem of faith is predetermined upon by the

flate, and exclufively proteded, on the one

hand, by civil and ecclefiaftical endowments,

and, on the other, by pains and penalties,

and feclufion from civil and religious rights.

In fuch a lituation, it is a duty, which
devolves with double force upon the chrif-

tian and the proteilant, to vindicate and

maintain, by all lawful and honourable

means, the right which he cannot give up,

without renouncing chriftianity, and fub-

verting the principles of his chriflian proteft

again ft the claims of the church of Rome.
When the civil governors of a country

have given occafion, by the impertinent in-

terference of their authority, for their fub-

jedls to feek relief in this matter, it has been

no unufual thing to brand fuch remonftrants

with the imputation of fedition ; the charge

of
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of being a mover of fedition has been again

and again repeated without any foundation.

So perverfe has been the policy of men, that

this fcandal has beeri hitherto unavoidable :

and if the fame abufe /hall be continued,

and we mud be contented to (hare in the

hard ^ufage of Paul, and of others, v/ho

have gone before us, let us like him, and the

more exceiitnt followers of oar lord, endea-

vour not to deferve fuch ungenerous treats

Wient.

It is a matter vi'orthy the mofl ferious and

public confideration, that if the application

for the reftoration of our deareft and mod
valuable rights is to be mifreprefented, the

perfons of the appellants to be profcribed,

and, in the end, the redrefs not to be ob-

tained without tumult ; the public voice

ought neither to depreciate the value of the

right, to condemn the juftice of the claim,

or blame the peaceable contenders for the

liberty and rights of the gofpel. As well

might the robber charge the perfon he has

plundered with railing a difturbance in the

ft^te by attempting to recover his own, as

the
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the 'civil power condemn the remonftrants

for chriftian liberty as being movers of fedi-

tion. Indeed, all blame and reproach, in

fuch cafe, belong to the obftinacy and vio-

lence of thofe only, w^ho reject every chrif-

tian and proteitant plea.

If there be one right more valuable than

another, it is that which refpedts our con-

cerns with God and our own confcience :

and as human meafures cannot ultimately

regulate, or indeed afFed either, men (hould,

in no cafe, attempt to obtrude their au-

thority where, at beft, it is nugatory, but,

more generally, greatly hurtful and preju-

dicial.

The prefent Iituation of the chriftian

world in this refped is a pretty ftrong pro-

teft againft the principle of my arguments ;

but their prefent condud: does not conclude

againft the pradiicability of a reformation,

or the probability of a fpeedy reftoration of

thofe religious rights, which the civil infti-

tutions of Europe have deprefted.

In this country, a great part of the reli-

gious liberty we enjoy is by fufFerance, not

by law. And, fi-om a delufion, arifmg from

a pro-
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a profligacy of manners, and confequent

derelidion of a proper regard to all prin-

ciple, we may, for fome time longer, call

in vain for that perfect and pure liberty

which reafon and fcripture, common fenfe

and common policy would make our own ;

the eftablifliment of which would add a

tranfcendant dignity to any legiflature, and

exhibit to the world at large, how much

more blefled it is to give than to receive.

It is not to be imagined, but that, gene-

rally fpeaking, men's underdandings are

prepared and informed, though their temper

has fuffered a mod untoward derangement.

Neverthelefs, it is mod probable that this

temper will be meliorated, and a fpirit, more

congenial with the gofpel of Chrifl, will

animate the difciples of the fame common
mafter.

Be it, therefore, our care to watch dili-

gently over ourfelves, our principles, and our

condudl. Let us neither be intimidated by

the threats or infolence of men, nor in-

veigled into fupinenefs by fpecious promifes.

Let us be firm and inflexible in the caufe of

truth and righteoufnefs ; and while we inno-

VOL. I. N cently
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cently become all things to all men, in order

to gain fome, let us never lofe fight of the

juftice we owe to the caufe of chriftian

liberty, to ourfelves, and to our pofterity.

And, finally, let us in feafon and out of

feafon appeal to the underftanding and reli-

gion of our countrymen ; and when common

prudence fliall fugged: and approve the op-

portunity, let us again apply to the legif-

lature, which holds us in bondage, for that

liberty which would leave us to difcharge

the united fundions of good chriftians and

good citizens, agreeably to thegofpel.

When we read of the heavy burdens im-

pofed by the fcribes and pharifees, we cannot

overlook either the feverity of reproof, with

which Chrifl: fpake of them, or the patience

and good temper with which he carried him-

felf towards thefe men. In like manner, let

us remember always to diftinguiOi between

blafphemy and the blafphemer, between per-

fecution and theperfecutor.

SERMON
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SERMON IX.*

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE REVOLUTION THE
SECURITY OF LIBERTY.

PSALM CXLIV. 15.

HAPPY ARE THE PEOPLE THAT ARE IN SUCH A CASE
;

YEA, BLESSED ARE THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE LORD
FOR THEIR GOD.

This pfalm is faid to have been written

by David, on occafion of his fighting with

GoHah. In it he praifeth God for his paft

fupport and mercy ; he prayeth to God to

deUver him from the power of his enemies,

and to advance the happinefs of his country-

men. " Rid me," (fays he,) *' and dehver

me from the hand of ftrange children ;

whofe mouth fpeaketh vanity, and their

right-hand is a right-hand of falfehood

;

that our fons may be as plants grown up

in their youth ; that our daughters may be

N 2 "as
* Preached on Sunday, November 2, 1788.
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" as the corner-ftones, poliilied after the

** iimilitude of a palace : that our garners

** may be full, affording all manner of ftore j

" that our flieep may bring forth thoufands,

*^ and tens of thoufands in our ftreets; that our

'* oxen may be ftrong to labour ; that there

" be no breaking in, nor going out ; that

** there be no complaining in our fcreets*."

And this defcriptive meditation, in the

genuine fpirit of true patriotifm, is clofed

with the words of the text ;
" Happy are

" the people that are in fuch a cafe ; yea,

" bleiled are the people who have the Lord

*' for their God."

The bleffings prayed for and promifed

under the jewifli difpenfation were temporal,

even in cafes where men were confidered as

individuals ; but when they are fpoken of

colled;iveIy and as a people, they naufl: hecef-

farily iliare fomevvhat indifcriminately in the

rife, profperity and fall of nationiil charader

and condud. Neverthelefs, whether we look

upon things temporal or things eternal,

** bleiTed are the people who have the Lord

" for their God."
But,

* Pfalm cxliv. 1 1— 14. See quarto edit, of the Bible,

printed at Birmingham, 1788.



( 197 )

But, before a people can aflure themfelves

that they have the Lord for their God, they

fhould firft be able to fay that they worfliip

him and him only ; that they acknowledge

his providence, and endeavour to do his will.

This is no light fpeculative opinion, which

may be taken up, or laid down, with indif-

ference, for it is efTential to our forming juft

notions of his government ; and confequently

it is efTential to our practical obedience to his

laws, that we form right and worthy notions

of that one great, almighty Being, who holds

in his balance the fvftems of the univerfe

;

who looks down upon the actions of his

creatures, and knows their motives ; who

has fo ordered the world that from their

obedience to the precepts of religion and

virtue they fhall derive increafed happinefs.

Next to our worfliipping the one only

living and true God, and before we, who

are his fubjecfls, can call ourfelves his fer-

vants, it is indifpenfably neceffary that we be

obedient to his will concerning us, fo far as

we are able to difcover it, in every adlion of

our lives : and fo long as we profefs our-

felves the difeiples of our mailer Jefus Chrift,

N 3 that
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that we regulate our temper and condudt by

the laws of his gofpel.

The ways of God are juflly faid to be pail

our finding out ; yet, when we are ferioufly

imprelled and convinced that we are placed

here in a flate of difcipline and progreflion

for another world, we ihall obferve many

feeming difficulties in the divine difpenfation

to be evidently intended to promote our chief

and lafting happinefs 3 and, in the confidence

that all things are under the unerring direc-

tion of an all-wife, perfed: and good Being,

when we cannot fathom his counfels we ihall

learn to trufl: his providence. For, not only

the private fortunes (as we fometimes fpeak)

of individuals, but the revolutions and fate of

empires are apparently unaccountable. We
oftentimes fee the wicked flouriih, and the

tyrant bear rule ; we fee the virtuous and the

good fufter, and whole nations bend to the

yoke of the moil ignominious llavery. And

yet we may, generally fpeaking, cry out with

David, " we never faw the righteous forfaken,

or their feed begging their bread /' nor any

people, who, when they felt the yoke, did

not unite, and ultimately fucceed, to cail it

from them.

But,
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But, without afFeding to fearch into, or

to difclofe, the fecret counfels of God, or to

appropriate his difpenfations of profperity or

adverlity refped:ively, by faying that this or

that particular event is the Lord's doing ; we

may obferve, throughout the hiftory of man-

kind, that however different the inflruments,

or various the means may be, fimilar caufes

have, under fmiilar circumftances, always

produced fimilar effects. And, from this

hiflorical fad:, it becomes all parties to learn

"wifdom, otherwife we lofe the benefit of

example in all the paft inflances of encroach-

ments of power, or of refiflance to oppref-

£on.

To that happy event which our country-

men are called to commemorate at this feafon,

after the fuccefHon of a century of years, we

owe, under God, that the principles of pro-

teftantifm are publicly maintained, and that

civil liberty is enjoyed and eflablifhed in

our land. The diftance of time, therefore,

inflead of obliterating the remembrance of

fo glorious an event, ought to increafe our

gratitude, becaufe it increafes our obligation

by the continuance of thofe bleffmgs which

N 4 it
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it fecured to us. Not only we ourfelves

breathe the free air of Hberty, but our fathers

have run their courfe under the protection,

and in the enjoyment of, the principles of

the revolution ;' and wc truft that the fober

and ferious recollection of the important

bleffings we enjoy will animate us to perfect

and eftablilh them on the fure bafis of equal

right and pofitive law ; to preferve them

unfuliied, and deliver them unimpaired, by

any ad: or fupinenefs of our own, to our

fons, and our fons' fons.

The proper difcuflion of this fubjecft neither

requires, nor indeed will it admit, any

digreiTion on the one fide or the other, in

accommodation to perfonal or temporary

politics. It ought to be conlidered alone

and by itfelf, without regarding the perfon

of man, or calculating the meafure of ex-

pediency, which is to dired; the application

of the principle. Tyranny may be eftabliflied

and extended, or liberty itfelf may be abufed

by political fadions : but the principle upon

which our ever-memorable revolution was

founded is the principle of the genuine

friends of every conilitution of government

founded
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founded in the liberty and happinefs of its

conllituent members. And no other con-

flitution of government is becoming the

dignity and reafonable mind of man to

acknowledge. Hence alfo it follows of

courfe, that whenever the queflion occurs,

whether it is neceflary to call forward and

apply that principle, the generation of men

who fliall then be capable of ading for them-

felves mull: determine the meafure of their

wrongs, and the application of their remedies.

The greateft bleilings given us by the

great author of our being may, by being

abufed, be converted into the fevereft fcourges.

Religion, liberty, and health, to be enjoyed,

muft be exercifed under rhe dlred:ion of

reafon and temperance. And, as the abufers

of them are fuicides in refpeil to them-

felves, fo they are worfe than murderers,

who would defpoil others of thefe, the greateft

ornaments and highefl enjoyments of human

life.

To rejoice merely in the abdication or

expulfion of a bigot and a tyrant, however

the punifliment may be deferved by his

criminal adminiflration, is little more than

to
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to rejoice in the gratification of perfonal and

indignant refentment : the proper occafion

of joy to a liberal and enlarged mind is the

deftrudlion of bigotry and tyranny. We may

indeed be told that much benefit may be

derived to fociety from the execution of

juflice on the perfon of the delinquent ; and

that the feveral inftances, with which all

national hiflories abound, of unrighteous men

not being permitted to fee half their days,

ought to be a perpetual lefTon to every fucceed-

ing generation. Neither can we controvert

this fad:, or the ufes intended to be made of it.

It has very generally happened, that tyrants

and defpots have either lived to fee the defeat

of their projects to deflroy the liberties of

their country, or been gathered to their

anceftors by an ad: of public juflice; or,

where neither of thefe have happened, the

proudeil vidlories and triumphs of the mightiefl

conquerors of mankind, and devaflators of

their cities, have configned their names and

memories to everlafting infamy and execra-

tion.

The true friends of liberty feek not, there-

fore, any new thing, neither do they a(k

for
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for any conceflion ; they look only for the

eftabliihment of thofe rights which they

cannot alienate, and the perpetual prefervatioii

of thofe principles which they will not

abandon: at the fame time, they look not

to the vindication of either, but with a view-

to the mutual protedion of the crown and

people in the enjoyment of their refped:ive

prerogatives and privileges, fo ellentially ne-

ceffary to the true dignity, honour, and

happinefs of both. The blindeft partizan

to any individual perfon or family ought

not to afk more; and the conftitutional

citizen does not wifli to give lefs. And the

difference between thefe parties lies in the

means, rather than in the end ; in their no-

tions of the fource and origin of power, and

in the qualifications with which it fhall be

delegated, not concerning whofe hands it

fhall be committed to. At this time of day,

it is almoft needlefs to add, in confirmation

of the wifdom and good policy of thefe prin-

ciples, that in the peoples' liberty confifleth

the prince's true happinefs and fecurity -, and

in their profperity, under the benign in-

fluence of a free conflitution, his highefl

dignity and honour.

Let
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Let thofe who build their ideis of govern-

ment upon the patriarchal fcheme apply

their principles to domeflic life : and let

them tell us, what rank or fortune will

procure happinefs to the parent, where his

children ignobly abufe the rational faculties

cf the mind, and return his foftering care,

by a fervility that is difgraceful to their

nature, or a profligacy of fpirit that deftroys

every virtuous effort.

The dodlrine of divine right is now en-

tirely deferted, even by thofe who have been

educated in that fenfelefs principle : and in-

deed the princes of the earth are themfelves

too much interefled in it's annihilation to

liilen to its revival, which Vv^ould introduce

a m/dltitude of unknown claimants to their

fceptres, if time itfelf did not fail them in

inveftigating their pretenfions.

Thefe principles are fo generally received

in our own country, that by no a"6l of our

ftate are they difowned ; but, on the contrary,

they are recognized and acknowledged by the

very ad; of fettlement of the crown on the

prefent reigning family : and furely a parlia-

mentary right is, in this cafe, a far better

and
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and more juftifiable title, than can be derived

from any pretended divine indefeafible here-

ditary right, however exprefTed or made out.

Another great error ariiing from miftaken

notions of pohtical duty is the contention

for the maflery, in cafes, where all parties

fhould co-operate reciprocally to affill each

other, and, as far as may be, to give perma-

nency to the feparate rights of both, for it

is the interefl of all that they fhould feverally

be preferved inviolate. Encroachments on

either part are lefs generous, and more

dangerous than open attacks ; for it will

require a watchful eye to obferve, a foui:d

judgment to deliberate, and a determined

fpirit to refift every attempt to carry by fur-

prife or treachery, or both, what neither

law nor judice will give, and what power

alone can effect. And, in proportion to the

importance of the matter in agitation, all

parties iliould proceed to inveftigate the

queftion with difpaffion and coolnefs ; and

purfue fuch meafures as the occa£on makes

neceilary, and their judgment approves,

with refolution and vigour. Without thele

previous circumflances of right and wifdom

the
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the expulfion of the Stuart family, and the

eflablilhment of the houfe of Hanover would

probably have failed from the oppolition of

fome of our ov^n mif-judging countrymen, and

the then hoftile armies of France; an event

this which would have configned us to the

dominion of tyranny and popery, and denomi-

nated that noble ftruggle an '' unfuccefsful

rebellion," which we are now happy to re-

member as a " glorious revolution."

Neither ihould we, in the commemoration

of thefe events fo highly favourable to the

interefts of true religion and true liberty, to

all that is dear to us as protefbants and as

Britons, forget our acknowledgment of the

fervices of our deliverer, nor of the patriot

virtues of that no lefs illuftrious band of

men, of whatever rank in foclety, who

hazarded their lives and properties in defence

of their rights, and the liberties of their

country.

To conclude. The commemoration of blef-

lings received, whether national or perfonal,

fhould excite, at once, our gratitude to, and our

confidence in, the almighty parent and go-

vernor of all ; and infpire that meafure of

virtue.
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virtue, which may be necelFary to enable

us to preferve our integrity, by refilling the

temptations which may be held out to divert

us from the Itraight path of our duty as

citizens of a free country.

Religion and government have been well

faid to be the only two fubje<fls delerving a

wife-man's attention ; for he who has been

diligent and faithful in his refearches into

both will proportionably enlarge his own
mind, improve his own happinefs, and qualify

himfelf to be eminently ufeful in his genera-

tion.

It is not, indeed, in any degree, probable

that we fhould be called to fo arduous a taik,

as that which tried the fpirits of our fathers,

both at the reformation and revolution. But

let us make the fortitude and virtue of our

anceftors, in the accomplifliment of thofe

great and happy events, the example, whereby

to fteer our own condu6l in prelerving and

perfecting their work ; for it is by advancing

the general knowledge and love of truth and

liberty, that we Ihall beft promote the prof-

perity and happinefs of our fellow-creatures,

and fhall bell confult the honour of God,

the
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the true dignity of our prince, and the inte-

grity of our own minds.

" Happy then are the people that are in

*• fuch a cafe; yea, bleffed are the people

" who have the lord for their God.'*

SERMON"
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SERMON X *

THE PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT
OF CIVIL LIBERTY.

JOE V. 12.

«E DISAPPOINTETH THE DEVICES OF THE CRAFTY,
SO THAT THEIR HANDS CANNOT PERFORM THEIR
ENTERPRISE.

The language of Eliphaz, in this and

other expreffions in the fame chapter, is very

unequivocal and ftrong. By the '' devices

** of the crafty," we muft underftand the

fchemes and projeds which are founded in

deceit, injuftice and opprefTion, and con-

dud:ed by means which can only be ap-

proved by fuch mifchievous fchemers and

projedlors. Craftinefs, in common fpeech,

carries, in its very found, fomething that is

deteftable

* Preached in the unitarian chapel, in Effex-ftreet,

London, on Sunday, November 4, 1792, beino- the

anniverfary of the revolution of 1688.
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deteftable in itfelf, becaufe it conveys no

other idea but that of plotting againfl: things

fair and honourable. It necelTarily has du-

plicity and bafenefs for its principle ; and

is only employed to obtain fome objed that

is unjuft in the end. It is a low and gro-

velling cunning which is never found but in

weak and wicked minds, devoted to the ac-

compliihment of fome iinifter and unworthy

defign, under the feigned pretence of fagacity

and wifdom ; or an afTumed and afFe(fted

opennefs of temper. The a6lors of this

charadler are, however, obliged to move in

the dark, for their deeds are evil ; and they

ileep not, unlefs they betray fome ; they are

compelled alfo to be uniform hypocrites, or

craftinefs would lofe its name, and defeat its

only objed.

In private life, we have feen this bafenefs,

(how much foever it is fcouted,) become the

fuccefsful bane and dell:rud;ioh of private

happinefs, by impofing on the v>dlling cre-

dulity of others with fuch low arts and

falfehoods, as would defervedly expel fuch

practitioners from all fecial intercourfe with

man. Yet though fatally fuccefsful in in-

numerable
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numerable cafes, it is generally confiderecl

as a proof of a weak underftanding, as well

as of a wicked heart. The mifchief fuch a

charader does ia fociety is the mifchief of

an incendiary, who by throwing a firebrand

into one houfe may burn a city to afhes : and

thus he who is not capable of affixing others

by the counfel of his head, or the labour of

his hands, may reduce thoufands to diftrefs

and ruin.

Such an one, who is a more dangerous

enemy to the focial comforts of life, than

the plague is to the health of mankind, can

never affume to himfelf the fortitude of

mind and ingenuous countenance of ths

virtuous man. He may, covertly, or cir-

cuitoufly, attempt to apologize, and to vin-

dicate himfelf, but the tongue of the llanderev

and deceiver will falter, and his vifage will

be confounded. He may make his appeal

by oaths, but they will fall from his mouth
without effed, except indeed to be recorded

to his own confufion.

On the great theatre of public life, the

fame bafe fpirit is not feldom abroad and

adive, and found in company with thofe,

O 2 . v/ho.
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who, of all others, ought to be the laft to

aiTociate with the crafty or take counfel with

the deceiver. But it is no fooner fufpedled,

than it is, in part, difarmed ; it is no fooner

difcovered, than its patrons lofe the public

opinion and confidence in their meafures,

however wife j and are themfelves finally

compelled to fit down under the lofs of all

credit and reputation, when they (liall after-

wards fpeak the truth, or a(5l with wifdom

and integrity. So many eyes, which look

not through a partial medium, are upon

every public charader, that fufpicion follows

clofe at the heels of craftinefs, and difcovery

eeneraliv overtakes it. Like a city fituated

on an hill, in fuch fituations, it cannot be

hidden. If it fucceeds for once, it fucceeds

110 more. For when a man deceives mc

once, it is his fault -, but if he is fuffered to

deceive me a fecond time, I (hare the fault

with him, to fay the lead: and a merely

political argument would prove that I made

it wholly my own. This obfervation will

apply as forcibly to the world at large, as to

individuals.

Whether we confider the violent alarmj

which Paul fpread among the filver-fmiths,

ofj
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of Ephefus who were employed in making

iilver-fhrines for Diana, when he perfuaded

many people that they were no gods, which

were made with hands, and became full of

wrath, and cried out, faying, *' Great is

** Diana of the Ephefians*"," which, in

other words, is the true fpirit of priefl-

craft. Or, whether we turn our attention

to that artificial fophiftry and chicanery

which our James the firfl, in the heighth of

his royal folly, honoured with the name of

king-craft -, they are equally, in the end, the

deftrudion of the power they were intended

to preferve and to perpetuate.

It is a part of our prefent difquiiition, to

inquire further, how we are to underfland

the appropriation of this difappointment of

** the devices of the crafty," to the immediate

hand of God, who is here faid to defeat

them, by not fufFering them to ** perform

their enterprife."

This, and an almoft infinite number of

Similar exprefiions in the old and new Tefta-

ment, fhould be fo conflrued and underflood

as to be confiftent with the proper govern-

O 3 ment

* A6ls xix.
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ment of God and the refponfibillty of man

for his adions. God is faid by Job, to

** pour contempt upon princes, and to

*^ weaken the flrength of the mighty*."

And the pfalmift obferves, in a fong of

thankfgiving, that, " if it had not been the

** Lord, who was on our iide, when men
'^ rofe up againft us, then they had fwal-

" lowed us up alive-f-." In both thefe places,

God is not to be luppofed fpecially, and

independently of their proper caufe, to bring

contempt upon the one, or fight by the fide

of the other, as we fliould fpeak of our

fellow-creatures. Neither are we to pre-

fume that his thoughts and fchemes are

particularly diverted to the right-hand or to

the left, by any extraordinary and occafional

efforts to accomplifli and apply thefe chaflife-

ments of the fons of men -, but that he

brings all thefe things to pafs by the ordinary

fyflem of his government ; by Conneding,

fooner or later, the juft effed: with its proper

caufe, in the great and perfed; fcale of his

providence, though we cannot fathom his

counfels 5 by making the whole of his dif-

penfations

f Job xii. 21, t Pfalm cxxiv. 2, 3,
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penfations to fulfill the great piirpofes of

trial and difcipline -, of reward or punifli-

ment; of example and encouragement to

the good, and of terror to evil-doers, as the

behaviour and occafions of mankind require.

Thus we fee, the wifdom of man is foolifh-

nefs v/ith God ; and the wife are, oftentimes,

taken in their own craftinefs*.

Upon every extraordinary and memorable

occafion we are all very apt to exclaim with

the pfalmift, ** This is the Lord's doing,

** and it is marvellous in our eytsf," The

fentiment is juft and true in the abPcradl:

;

but it not feldom happens that many of us,

who ufe this and fuch-like prompt expreffions

upon particular occalions, do greatly mif-

conceive their proper import. Thus, for

inftance, the rifing of the fun is the Lord's

doing, but becaufe we obferve its regular

diurnal return, we do not fo emphatically

afcribe its courfe to the one great caufe of

all things, as we do events which are more

rare and uncommon, and which come upon

us unexpeded and by furprife.

O4 We
* Job V. 13. and i Cor. iii. ig.

t Pf. cxviii. 23. alfo Matt. xxi. 42. and Mark xii. II.
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We may indeed be told, that ** it is better

** to trufl in the Lord, than to put any

** confidence in princes."* The weaknefs

and inflabihty of the higheft diftindions

among men are here contrafted with the

power and integrity of God ; and the truft

which we are recommended by the pfalmifl:

to place in God, is not a blind reliance

upon him to help and aflifl us without our

own endeavours, but that our beft endea-

vours to do the will of God will be pro-

moted and aflifted by the conftitution of

things, which he hath ordained, in fome

way, unknown to us, and unfearchable by

us, but which will ultimately fulfill his great

and chief purpofe, the general happinefs of

all his creatures.

We are alfo frequently too much difpofed

to interpret fome difpenfations into marks

or tokens of the immediate approbation of

heaven, and others into wrathful judgments;

while they are the refult of natural and

neceffary caufes in the very conftitution of

things.

One, if not the chief, reafon of this mif-

apprehenfion of the caufe of the great events,

in
* Pfalm cxviii. 9,
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in the hiflory of mankind, is our prefum-

ing, that becaufe they exceed our limited

expedtation, and have taken us unawares,

therefore they are the work of a moment,

a day, or a year. But the careful ob-

ferver of the hiftory of the world will find

all great national events to have advanced

gradually to a crifis, to have flruggled

with many difficulties in their progrefs,

and their caufes to have been accumulating

for ages. It is in this view, the eftablifh-

ment of liberty or tyranny, in each nation

refpedively, has been the natural fruit of

the tree which God hath originally equally

permitted to be planted and watered.

If we look into the hiftory of our own
country we fhall find this fa6t fully efta-

blifhed. The fettlement of the government

under Henry the feventh was the refult of

the power and fpirit of the people being

exhaufted in the continual wars between

the greater barons, for upwards of two cen-

turies, for no greater or better reafon than

which branch of the fame houfe fliould oc-

cupy the throne. The objed of thefe intef-

tine and bloody commotions was trifling, and

the
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the pretence for terminating them, (becaufe

of a marriage between the reprefentatives

of the contending piirties,) was a reafon as

unimportant and inadequate as the obje6t

itfelf was trifling. If we look for the true

caufe of the decapitation of the firfl: Charles

and the expulfion of the fecond James, it

will not be confined merely to the into-

lerant bigotry of the one, or the faithlefs

hypocriiy of the other, but will be found

in the fucceffive and accumulated oppref-

lions of the Tudor and Stuart families,

which had wearied the fubmiffion of a pa-

tient people.

Again. The reformation is not folely to

be afcribed to the caprice, much lefs to the

virtue or religion of the eighth Henry, but

to iliQ continued overbearing temper of the

papal hierarchy, which had, for feveral

centuries, infulted our liberties ; and to the

large endowments of the monafteries, which

had greatly exhaulled the people's coffers,

and had monopolized for the fervice of idle-

nefs and vice more than their fhare of the

comforts of life.

The glorious revolution, whofe anniver-

iary returns as on tliis day, did not ori-

ginate
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ginate with thofe who were the happy in-

flruments in eftablilhing it, but fprang from

a feries of opprelTions, which the people

faffered under the four preceding reigns, each

of which may fucceiTively be diltinguifhed

by the characfters of pedantry, of hypocrify, of

profligacy, and of bigotry. Thefe, at length,

roofed the lleeping lion, and once more re-

novated and invigorated the principles of

liberty in our iiland. Yet this was, pro-

perly fpeaking, no way marvellous in our

eyes, but the natural effed: of many con-

fpiring caufes; and a repetition of the fame

or limilar abufes and difgraceful fcenes,

would produce the fame reliftance. We
ihould not, therefore, now, any more than

our anceftors formerly, have to wait to

know the will of God, by any fignal, or

miraculous, declaration of it, whether it

would be approved by him. We muft, in

fuch cafe, as heretofore, inquire of the

people by what rule, and by whom, they

would be governed ; and their anfwer is the

voice of God. Thus a popular govern-

ment is the nearerfc a- kin to a theocracy;

ftnd the only indefcafible right to govern

appertains
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appertains to their appointment. Such is

our conftitution j and thefe are the prin-

ciples which have given to our princes a

dignity unknovvn in arbitrary and abfolutejy

hereditary governments.

The example which this country hath

heretofore fct to the nations of Europe, on

various occafions, hath been contemplated

with horror by the feudal defpots, while it

has been looked up to with reverence and

envy by the friends of freedom through the

world. Other countries are difpofed to

adopt the general principles of our govern-

ment; but they v/ill, as each fhall lee occa-

iion, improve our fyflem^ and, by a purer

policy, carefully avoid thofe errors into

which fome original defeifts have involved

us. The ufe and abufe of the beft political

inftitutions will refpedtively give us the pof-

feffion and enjoyment of the greatefl degree

of focial and private happinefs, -or their

contrary. The fecurity of all that is va-

luable in this life, iind more elpecially under

the prefent increafe of religious and political

knovv'ledge, depciids upon the adtual, not- the

ideal or hypothetical enjoyment, of that li-

berty
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berty in religion, wherewith Chrift hath feft

us free -, and that liberty, in civil matters,

which is derived from men being, by honeil:

and univerfal reprefentation, their own le-

giilators. May it, therefore, be the honour

and glory, as it would be the higheft wifdom

of Britain, to correct every defect in her

political conftitution, and every abufe which

the hand of time hath engrafted upon

the labours of our forefathers. Thefe

being accompliflied by the public virtue of

her citizens, (and there is only one para-

mount and common intereft which fhould

unite us all,) would bring down the bleffings

of millions on the heads of thofe who fhall

atchieve fo good and glorious a work ; per-

manent peace and profperity, and affured

liberty would then be the portion of our

children, arid our children's children; and

the higheft earthly honour would irradiate

the brow of him who fhould be dignified

with the executive government.

The invafion of the liberties of France, by

a leagued confpiracy of foreign force, hath,

happily for the liberties of all mankind,

been hitherto repelled. I fay, happily for

the
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the liberties of all mankind, for the great

principles, that *' every nation is competent

** to fettle its own government," and that

*' it is fufficient reafon for any form to be

** adopted that the people will it fo to be,"

will now be univerfally received as axioms

in the prad:ice, as well as theory of politics.

Like the water that waihes their coafl and

unites it with the moil diilant parts of the

globe, the principles and bleflings of a free

government will travel to, and unite with,

every inhabited region of the earth. Ame-

rica has already redeemed herfelf from colo-

nial oppreflion, and ereded herfelf into free

' and united ftates : and fhe now rifes ac-

cordingly to that dignity among the nations

of the earth to which her virtues give her

an undoubted title. Poland, indeed, had no

fooner ell:abli{l:ied a free government, through

the virtue of a patriot king, than it was

defpoiled of its liberty, by the piratical

dcfpotifm of a neighbouring tyrant. But

time, I am perfuaded, will effeft what un-

afTifted internal refources have, for the pre-

fent, been unable to accomplifli. And, it

is to be hoped, for the benefit of one part of

mankind^
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mankind, and the admonition of the other,

that the defpotic condud: of the plunderers

will, ere long, upon themfelves recoil, and

afford another example of the price that

muft finally be paid by any one nation for in-

termedling with the internal government of

another, with which it has no concern

whatever.

France is indeed yet fubjed to the fluc-

tuating: fortune of war, and to the internal

diffentions incidental to fuch great events,

and thefe conftitute a very fevere trial and

fcrutiny of the fpirits of men. The many

thoufands of the friends of freedom, v/ho

have fallen, lince foreigners have invaded and

penetrated their country, have fo recently

perilhed, that it yet damps the impullive

joy at the triumphs of liberty. The lofs of

the deluded followers of tyrants cannot be

obferved with indiiTerence. But if there be

one ingredient in the focial happinefs of man,

which is above all price, it is genuine un-

corrupted liberty; we may, therefore, ven-

ture to ailert that thefe vidtims of the

ambition of their leaders, had been much

better facrificed in redrefling their owm

wrongs,
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wrongs, than in plundering and endea-

vouring to enllave their neighbours. The

llaughter, however, which they have alter-

nately committed and fuftered, will put to

eternal fhame that wretched fyftem of policy

which fpills the kindred blood of nations,

becaufe of the alliance of one fmgle family

with another, or carries fire and fword into

a neighbouring country under the pretence

of balancing the political powers of this

world.

But, while we deplore the wafle of human

blood and treafure, and execrate the mur-

derers and plunderers of mankind, we fhould

quiet our wakeful apprehenlions with the

confideration that all things will terminate

in fuch a manner as fhall be moil conducive

to the true happinefs of the human race.

The uncertainty of war forbids premature

fecurity ; and the decifive proof how far

any people deferve the liberty for which

they contend, is the ufe they make of that

portion which they obtain. For the fake

of humanity, may the war be fpeedily con-

cluded i and for the fake of juftice, may
thofe who have bravely fought for freedom,

lecurely
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fecurely enjoy its bleffings in peace. And
let me add, may the people, who have been

'

fuccefsful in the field, be virtuous and vACq

in the fenate: v^^hen they, v^^ho fo nobly
went forth to fight the battles of liberty,

iliall be permitted to return the fword into

its fcabbard, may they be as ftrongly im-
prefled with the juft demands of humanity.

It is indeed faid on the authority ofan apof-
tle, " Let every foul be fubjed: unto the
*' higher powers. For there is no power
** but of God; the powers that be are or-
*' dained of God. Whofoever, therefore,
** refifleth the power, refifteth the ordinance
«* of God : and they that refift, fhall receive
** to themfclves condemnation *," Bat,
when we confider that the '' powers that
" be" are only then " the ordinance of
*' God," when they are approved by the

people governed, (from whom all power
neceffarily originates, and in whom alone it

exifts on earth,) the exploded dodrines of

pafiive obedience and non-refiftance, which
have been proclaimed by tyrants and preached

by
* Rom. xiii. i, j.

VOL. I. P
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by priefts, will be found to have no more

agreement with the do6trine of the apoftle,

than Chrifl hath with BeliaK No two things

can be more oppofite to each other, than

the fpirit of ilavery and the fpirit of the gof-

pel. With the different modes of govern-

ment fubfifting in the world at the time the

gofpel was preached, it took no concern, as

fuch : but where the fpirit of the gofpel is,,

there is liberty *. Civil iniiitiitions, v/here

they are formed upon the expreffed agree-

ment, or implied confent, of their fubjevSis, are

left to inforce the focial and reciprocal duties

which they create. But v/here imperious

conquelt or gradual encroachments have im-

pofed the law or rule of action, there can be

no better juftification for throwing off the

galling yoke, than the firft practical oppor-

tunity that offers. And all the jargon and.

nonferife which hath been retailed upon the

contrary fuppofition, whether pretended to

be founded in the fcripture, in ads of the-

legiflature, or in charters, are now moulder-

ing in the duff with their refpeiftive advo-

cates, except when they are revived by the

afpirants

* 2 Cor. iii. 17.
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afpimnts to place and power on the annivef-

faries of the pretended martyrdom of the

tyrant-hypocrite, or the reftoration of his

profligate fon.

Thefe reflcdions may afford us abundant
caufe of rejoicing in what was done for

us, as on this day, by the wifdom and vir-

tue of our anceftors. At the fame time, it

fhould not be concealed, that while we pro-

fefs to be grateful for what we have received

from our forefathers, we ought to be zealous

to leave our pofterity this fair inheritance not

only unimpaired, but improved. It is a

duty attached to our own enjoyment of thefe

bleflingsi they have, therefore, a right to

exped this at our hands. The flake is fo

very important, the duty fo clearly obliga-

tory, and the time to fpeak on the nature

and value of our rights fo feafonable, that

it would have been highly pufillanimous to

have been wholly filent, and very difmgenu-
ous to have exprelTed thefe fentiments in am-
biguous terms. The defcription and mea-
fure of that liberty which would fecure the
moft extenfive bleffings to this country

I'* ^ - would
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would, at once, include and preferve both

prince and people in all their civil, and

equally in all their religious rights.

How elevated in the rank of nations v^rould

Britain be, if once her people were rcftored

to their juft and equal fhare in one branch

of the legiflature ! We Hiould foon obferve

the dogmatifm of eftabliflied theology and

the chicanery of kv7 to difappear j our code

of criminal law to forward the reformation

of morals, more than to thirft for the execu-

tion of its wretched fubjecSls ; the heavy bur-

dens raifed from the very dregs of taxation,

and all oppreflive reftraints on perfonal

liberty to be lelTened 3 the traffic in hu-

man fiefli to be no longer balanced in

the fcale of a fuppofed advantageous com-

merce : and, when we (hould behold the

reft of the nations of the world enjoying the

means and meafure of political happinefs,

which they feverally chofe for themfelves,

(however fpeciiically differing from our

own,) we fhould all rejoice with them as

fellow-men and brethren. Every day would

then " difappoint the devices of the crafty,

** fo
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** fo that their hands would not be able to

" perform their enterprife." Under the en-

joyment of perfed: liberty, nation would no

longer rife againft nation ; wars would ceafe

throughout the earth. The reign of liberty

would be the reign of happinefs.

SERMON
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S E R M O N XL

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST A NEVER-FAILING
SOURCE OF PEACE AND JOY.

JOHN IV. 13, 14.

JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID, WHOSOEVER DRINKETH OP
THIS WATER SHALL THIRST AGAIN : BUT WHOSOEVER
DRINKETH OF THE WATER THAT I SHALL GIVE HIM
SHALL NEVER THIRST j BUT THE WATER THAT I SHALL
GIVE HIM SHALL BE IN HIM A WELL OF WATER SPRING-

ING UP INTO EVERLASTING UFE.

A SHORT account of the occafion of this

obfervation of our lord will heft introduce

us to the true {enfe and fcope of it. In

a journey from Judea into Galilee, he tra-

veled by the way of Sychar, a town in Sa-

maria, and where, indeed, he ftayed two

days at the earneft entreaty of the Samari-

tans. Adjoining to this place was Jacob's

well, which had been given by him to his

fon Jofeph. Jefus, being weary, refted him-
felf there : and, while he fat on the well, at

** about the fixth hour," (that is, about

P 4 twelve
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twelve o'clock, at noon, according to our

manner of reckoning time,) there came a

woman of the province of Samaria to draw

water. " Jefus faid unto her. Give me to

" drink." The woman, knowing that there

was no fecial intercourfe between the jewa

and the Samaritans, replied with fome appa-

rent furprize, ** How is it, that thou, being

** a jew, afkeft drink of me, who am aSama-
*' ritan ? Jefus anfwered and faid unto her,

" If thou kneweft the gift of God, and who
" it is that faith to thee. Give me to drink;

*' thou wouldeft have afked of him, and he
*' would have given thee living water." The
woman obferved in return, that he had

nothing to draw with, and the well was

deep j and, therefore, inquired from whence

he v/Quld procure that living water ; adding,

w^ith all reverence for the memory of the

patriarch, *' i\.rt thou greater than our father

** Jacob? Jefus anfwered and faid unto her,

" Whofoever drinketh of this water fhall

*' third again : but whofoever drinketh of

" the water that I fhall give him, fhall never

** thirfl: ; but the water that I fhall give him
" fhall be in him a well of water fpringing

** up into everlafting life."

The
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The narrative proceeds. In the chapter be-

fore us, to relate that the woman acknow-

ledged Jefus for a prophet ; and, at the con-

clufion of it, we learn that many of the

Samaritans believed on him, upon her tefti-

mony of his difcourfe ; and many more

** becaufe of his own word j we have heard

** him ourfelves," faid they, ** and know
" that this is indeed the Chrift, the faviour

** of the world *."

It was alfo upon this fame Samaritan

woman's obferving that though their fa-

thers worfliipped in mount Gerizim, the

jews faid that in Jerufalem was the place

where men ought to worfliip ; that Jefus fo

emphatically correded thefe confined and

miftaken notions, both of jews and Samari-

tans ; he faid unto her, ** Woman, believe

** me, the hour cometh, when ye (hall

** neither In this mountain, nor yet at Jeru-

** falem, worfliip the father. But the hour
** cometh and now is, when the true v>;or-

** fhippers (hall worfhip the father in fpirit

" and in truth : for the father feeketh fuch

** to wor(hip him. God is a fpirit* and

" they

* John iv. i?9, 39, 41, 42.
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** tliey who worfhip him mufl vvorfhip him
*' in fpirit and in truth."

.
Vv^c ought never to omit obferving, with'

what fweetnefs of temper our lord al-

ways availed himfelf of the familiar inci-

dents and occurrences of human life, to

direft his difcipL^s and hearers to the divine

morality of the gofpel, and the confcquent

attainment of everlafting happinefs. He
converfed with the multitude, and, indeed,

chiefly v/ith thofe who were among the

lower clafTes of mankind 3 but, at the fame

time that he fpake as " one having autho-

'* rity," or having a divine commiffiqn, he

applied his difcourfes to their reafon, and his

miracles to their fenfes ; he appealed to their

convidions, and the converts to the chrillian

faith became numerous.

The iirfl: refled:ion he made upon this in^

tervievv and converfation with the woman of

Samaria, had refpedl to the fimple incident

which occaficncd them, when, by a bold,

but natural figure of fpeech, he introduces

the far preferable con fi deration and import-

ance of the gofpel; ** Whofoever drinketh

" of the water that I Ihall give him fhall

•* not
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" not thlrft for ever* j" as mucn as to ihy,

whofoever (liall feriouily take up my gofpel,

it fhall aiFord hitn abundant peace and joy,

and comfort in this life ; and fhall even be

** in him a well of water fpringing up into

** everlailing life."

It is of the very nature of all corporeal

and animal wants, that they return after

gratification. The very rotation of them

forms the regular revolutions of this life^

and the dependency ior f.Tch neceffary fup-

ply upon the providence of God, ar.d

upon the efforts of ourfelves and fellow-

creatures, fhews the wifdom of their being

fo ordered. Even belides this dependent

provifion of food and raiment, our being

interrupted in purfuing the pleafures of

fenfe and fociety is fubfervient to the moral

improvement of the mind. We have the

benefit of the example of others and our

own experience, fuper-added to the pre-

cepts of nature and of revealed religion to

teach us not only to look up with gratitude

to the bountiful giver of all things for the

polTeffion of them ; but to be temperate in

the

* See bp, Pearce on the place.
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the ufe of all the fuccefiive fupplics of our

wants, and of the means aitorded us for our

happinefs here. It is this dilpofition that

makes us worthy receivers of fo many blef-

lings, and that conftitutes the moft real and

fatisfad:ory enjoyments of this life. For,

what is it that almighty God requires of us

in return for the numberlefs bleffings which

he accumulates around every one of us, but

that we ufe them with fobriety, difcretion

'and thankfulnefs, becoming the faithful

fervants of God, and true difciples of Chrift.

This condudt promotes that equanimity and

chearful ferenity, that joy unfpeakable,

which are unknown to thofe who mifufe and

defpoil the means of happinefs which - are

fo largely fpread in the way of every man
that walketh upon the earth*

The oeconomy of God in thefe -refpeds

exceeds every thing which the underftanding

of man can imagine, fave indeed, the ftill

more ftupendous gift of future life and

immortality. This, as it rifes above ail

that the eye of man can behold, whenever

we place the things of eternity in compe-

tition with thofe of time ; fo we owe the

£nal
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£nal and complete evidences of the truth of

this boon, to the gofpel of Jefus Chrift.

" The water which he hath given us fhall

" be in us a well of water fpringing up into

** everlafting life." No fooner was the

woman of Samaria fatisfied of the true im-

port, of this living water, than flie defired

Jefus to give it to her, acknowledged him.

to be a teacher appointed of God, " and

** told to the people of Sychar all that had

*' paffed*."

The iirfl: obfervation which the prefent

€afe will fuggeft, is, the fuperior importance

of the conlideration of a future ftate to the

momentary gratifications of this life. We
know the wants and infirmities to which

we are fubjed:, as men ; but thefe wants are,

or ought to be, fupplied by no other means

than fuch as are confillrent Vv^ith our chriftian

courfe ; and thefe infirmities no further in-

dulged, than to that degree which it is con-

fiftent with the principles of juftice in the

deity to forgive.

The woman of Samaria appears to have

been above the little prejudices of her party

and

* John Iv. ro, 15, 19,28.
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and friends ; (he purfued her inquiry into

what v/as meant by that faying, ** who-
** foever drinketh of the water that I (hall

** give fiiall never thirfb," with an open

and ingenuous mind; and, in the fequel,

followed the confequencesof her convl<ftionj

and received the gofpel of Jefus as a divine

revelation of the mind and will of God.

In the application of this inquiry of the

Woman of Samaria into the divine miffion of

Jefus, and her confcquent belief of it, we can-

not too forcibly or too frequently imprefs our

minds with this further important truth, that

it is not our general acknowledgment of Jefus

as the Chriftj our being called by his name,

or our owning him for our lord and mafler^

that liiall entitle us to " enter into the

*' kingdom of heaven, but the doing the

** will of our father, who is in heaven*."

It appears to have been the intention

of almighty God in opening the profpe(fl

of immortality to man, by fuch means, at

fuch time, and in fuch meafure as he did,

to adapt the revelation of his will by his

didinguifhed

* Matt. vii. 21.
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diftinguiflied prophet and medenger, to the

nature and exigency of the fituation of man ;

and to draw his mind from every inordi-

nate and unworthy affedion for the things of

this world, to the higher contemplation of

his future and more valuable exiilence in the

world to come : in a word, to reclaim him

from worldly-mindednefs and wretchednefs

to the virtuous enjoyment of a pure and up-

right mind ; and to blefs him with the an-

ticipation of the fociety of good men made

perfedr, by gradual improvement, and pro-

greflive advancement to evsrlafting happinefs.

When, therefore, Vve fee that the delign

of chriflianity was to make us happier, by

making us better, and to flrengthcn the

motives to our exertions, the more efFedtu-

ally to infure our perfeverance and fuccefs

in a life of religion and virtue j we are na-

turally led to inquire into the actual flate of

the religion and morals of the chriflian

world. If, for in fiance, it were here afked,

how it comes to pafs that the profefficn of

chriflianity was fo feldom attended with the

temper, fpirit, and holy life required by its

laws
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that the delufions of the moment, like a

delirium, have, in fuch cafes, fufpended

for a time the exercife of their better

reafon ; or that enveloped in a cloud of great

darknefs, arifing from their own fmful

habits and indulgences, the beams of gofpel-

llght have not penetrated their hearts

:

in other words, that they voluntarily prefer

darknefs to light, for the fame reafon as

heretofore, becaufe their deeds are evil. In

proof of fome eitort being neceffary to roufe

and awaken the drow fy mind that is aliv^

only to fenfual pleafure, it is one of the

properties of vice, that it hates to be re-

formed. So true is this reprefentation, that

befides the contlant watching the approach

of any enemy that may attack us in fecret

or in difguife, and weaken the fecurity of our

virtue, we are bidden to be vigilant over

ourfelves : for to be paffive only in the

caufe of religion and virtue is to be indif-

ferent to our fuccefs, and in great danger of

being overcome. It is only while the lion

ileepeth, that he may be taken in the net.

In the flruggle for the important prize be-

fore
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fore us, we mufl: be zealoufly affecfi-ed to

every good word and deed 3 we mud: work

out our falvation with fear and trembling,

and employ the day, while it is called to-

day, left the night come on when no man
can work. In the filent grave, whither we are

every day advancing, there is no knowledge,

nor device : and when the repoiitories of

the dead {hall be called upon to give up

thofe who have fallen afleep, they will be

returned to the day of retribution in the

Time ftate, in which they left this world.

In a word, in that ftate in which death

meets them, the refurreftion will find

them.

How powerfully, therefore, do the de-

fign and precepts of the gofpel apply to our

awakened apprehenfion and to every faculty

of our reafoning mind, and bid us inftantly

to betake ourfelves to the proper employ-

ment of our chriftian profeffion and calling.

Informed both of the means and the end ;

and perfuaded of the infeparable conneflion

which fubfifts between them, and that nei-

ther can be fevered from the other, how
ought we to behave ourfelves in all holy

VOL. I. Q^ conver-
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converfatloii and godlinefs ? Surely, we

ought to ftudy to do our duty to the utter-

mod in every character we are, or may be,

called to fupport, regardlefs of the opinion

of any man, or the world at large ; to com-

municate with our own minds in our cham-

bers, to fearch and try them ; and, how-

ever the world may regard or difregard us,

to keep our affedions rightly fet, towards

heaven and heavenly thingsj to preferve that

rectitude of condud which fliall abafh and

confound our enemies, (hall blunt the poi-

foned arrow that may be levelled againft

our peace, by malignant or mifchievous in-

cendiaries, and fliall fpeak peace to us m
the meridian of this our day of fojourning,

and more efpecially when our fun is about

to fet, and the light of the v/orld {hall be

fhut from our eyes.

There is in the gofpel of Chrlft that

divine morality and philofophy, - which are

capable of harmonizing the mind of man

with the peace and blifs of heaven. Thefe,

aided by the alTurance of a future life that

ihall never end, are equal to our fupport in

the greateft and mod trying difficulties ; they

v/ill
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will alleviate the remorfe which may arife

from our own pad: mifcondud:, and produce

in us the mofl: fmcere repentance. But, expofed

as we are to enemies on every hand, v/hile

we guard againll all aflaults from without,

we muft be equally careful that we be not
led captive by thofe within. Our attention

Ihould be direded as well to the care of our
own minds, and to a watchfulnefs againft the

temptations which the world holds forth

to our view, as againft the wrongs and inju-

ries done to us by the folly or violence of
others.

To chalk out the preclfe line for us to

walk in, would be to recite every relio-jous

and moral duty, whether public, fecial, or

private ; and, among thefe, that duty which
every man owes to himfelf. What is owing to

others may eafily bedifcovered, whatever may
be the cafe, by fuppofing ourfelves in their

places ; and the duty is difcharged by doing
to others, as we would have them to do to

us. With regard to the duty v/e owe to

ourfelves, it is moi^e important and more
extenfive than is generally imagined. It is a

great point gained, to reform one offending

0^2 creature



( 244 )

creature of God, though that one be no

other than felf, for each of us conftltutes

one member of the community. And as

** no effort is loft," fo no example is fpent

upon itfelf. No man knoweth how great afire

a little fpark kindlethj equally ignorant is he

of the extenfive effed of one good and vir-

tuous charader, however low or private

may be the ftation in which it is exhibited.

So true is it, that ** no man liveth to him-

" felf."

In fine. This fliort fentence, " Fear God
** and keep his commandments, for this is

" the whole duty of man," is a compre-

henfive law, that has the concurring fupport

of nature and revelation for its authority;

it has the unequivocal approbation of man-

kind, even of thofe whofe defe(5lion from

this golden rule is not a little notorious;

it has the promife of peace of mind in this

world, and, in the next, the afTuranee of

that peace and joy which furpaffeth all un-

derftanding.

May, therefore, the God of peace lead us

into the ways of his laws, and the works of

his commandments; that being true dif-

ciples
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ciples of Jefus Chrift, and faithful fervants

of the one only true God, we may, by afli-

duoufly endeavouring to perform the condi-

tions, finally obtain the promifes, of the

gofpel : or, in the language of our text,

may ' all be perfuaded fo to drink at that

well, whofe water fliall fatisfy our thirft,

that it may be to us a well of water fpring-

ing up into everlafling life.

0^3 SERMON
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S E R M O N XII.

A GOOD CHARACTER FOUNDED ONLY IN
RELIGION AND VIRTUE.

LUKE VI. 26.

WO UNTO YOU WHEN ALL MEN SHAH SPEAK WELL
OF YOU.

There appears fomething harfh in this

denunciation of wo unto thofe, of whom
all men fhall fpeak well ; but it is perfedily

eonfiftent with truth, and very eaiily recon-

cilable with that general, and oftentimes

commendable, defire of moil men to be re-

fpe(3:ed by their brethren of mankind.

Our lord, in another difcourle to his dif-

ciples,* illuilrates this dodrine by an appeal

to his own cafe, in which he remarks what

it is that determines the opinion of the world.

" If the world hate you, ye know that it

'• hated me, before it hated you. If ye

Q^ 4
** were

* John XV. 18, 19.
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" were of the world, the world would love

*' his ov/n : but becaufe ye are not of the

** world, but 1 have chofen you out of the

** world, therefore the world hateth you."

From this fpeech of Chrilt to his difciples,

we may learn, what the experience of a few

years v/ili confirm, that the general love of

the world is only to be purchafed by a con-

formity with its extravagancies, follies, and

vices. And, conre(^uently, to be ** fpoken

" well of by all men" means nothing more

than that loofe approbation which the un-

thinking multitude give to thofe, who accom-

modate themfelves in all things to the pre-

vailing fafliion and humour of the day, and

V/ho fail down the popular ftream by ignoble

compliances, or v/ith fhameful indifference.

When the apoftle Paul defcribes his la-

bours in the miniflry, he fays of himfelf,

** To the weak became I as weak, that I

** might gain the weak : I am all things to

** all men, that I may fave all.*" In this

cafe, we are authorized by the context, to

commead the apoftle's judicious feledion of

his fubjed, and proper accommodation of

hi«

* I Cor. ix. 22. Mr. Wakefidd^s Tranflation.
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Ills difcourfe and behaviour to the different

lituations and circumilances of thofe with

whom he converfed. By thus confulting

their feveral wants, and poffibly regulating

his addrefs to their prejudices, he gained

accefs to their better underftanding, opened

their minds, and laid the foundation of their

converlion to the chriftian faith.

It cannot have efcaped the obfervation of

any of us, how very poffible it is, for a

perfon poflefTed of the beft intention to ferve

the beft of caufes, to defeat his laudable

purpofe, merely from an injudicious manage-

ment of the means neceffary to effedt it;

fuch as an improper place, or unfeafonable

time of conference, or from an over-forward

or did:atorial manner of giving inflrud:ion,

advice, or admonition. The counfel of a

friend may be loft in the affumed authority

of a mafter, or the order of a mafter in the

command of a tyrant. This unwife condud:

can never infure obedience, conciliate refpedV,

or acquire confidence.

In the cafe of perfecution for the chriftian

caufe, our lord has fo lightly regarded the

common opinion of mankind, that he pro-

nounces
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nounces their bittereft reproaches and fevereft

treatment to be a bleffing. He well knew

what would be the condud: of worldly-minded

and bigotted men 5 and, accordingly, he

forewarned his followers what they were to

expeft ; he comforted the confcientious and

perfevering difciples of truth and righteouf-*

nefs under fuch their fufferings, by bidding

them to " rejoice;" " Rejoice," laid he,

** though men hate you, and drive you from

** them, and reproach you, and revile you

** as evil-doers, for the fake of the fon. of

** man : ht glad in that day, and leap for

** joy ; for behold ! great is your reward in

** heaven : and in the fame manner did their

** fathers to their teachers alfo.*

Thefe obfervations of our lord are fo

many felf-evident proportions. They pre-

clude all other illuftration, except Indeed that

confirmation they will receive from efta-

bliilied fadts in the hiftory of mankind,

which are familiar to the notice of every

one.

It may. Indeed, be frivoloufly alked ; What
better criterion of a worthy charader than

univerfal

* Luke vi. 22, 23. Mr. Wakefield's Tranllation.
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univerfal good opinion ? But it fo happens,

that fomething, very nearly refembling uni-

verfal good opinion, may be gained by follow-

ing a multitude to do evil ; but this is not

under-rated when it is valued much below

the teftimony of the few wife and good.

The conflituent properties of true worth are

not regarded by the thoughtlefs many ; and

are frequently concealed from the obser-

vation of the world at large. The public

judgment is more generally determined by

prejudice than by examination and proof;

it is more frequently caught by what is plau-

fible, than by what is real; by qualities

which are calculated to furprize, than by

thofe which will be found to improve and en-

dure. The glare of a comet will have more

admirers, than the light of the fun, which

daily illuminates the earth.

In proof of our general argument, we may

obferve how much men are difpofed to follow

falfe prophets, thofe who have " come to

** them in fheep's clothing, but inwardly

** were ravenous wolves."* Thefe have

fucceeded by fhaping their dodrines to the

defires

* Matt. vli. 15,
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defires and inclinations of their followers, by

humouring their fuperftition, or apologizing

for their appetites ; " by calling evil good,

" and good evil ; by putting darknefs for

** light, and light for darknefs j by putting

** bitter for fweet, and fweet for bitter."*

In the hiflory of the life of Chrift, we

have the mofl flriking examples, how little

difpofed the multitude were to fpeak well of

his eminent worth. The moft apparent good

actions were mifconftrued^ his counfel was

contemned, his reproofs were flighted, his

very appeals to God were fcornfully milinter-

preted : but, notwithftanding all this, " when
*' he was reviled, he reviled not again ^

^' when he fuffered, he threatened not.-f-"

It was not, we well know, the good for-

tune of our bleffed mafter, whofe example

we ought, neverthelefs, to be emulous to

follow, to be ** fpoken well of by all men."

His virtue and excellent life were above the

comprehenfion of fome of his countrymen,

and fhamed the pradtice of others of them

:

and, in the end, he was led to an ignomi-

nious death, becaufe he ferved not their

worldly policy and views.

So
- * Ifaiah v. 20. f i Pet. ii. 23.
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So likewiie when Paul preached agaliif^

idolatry, no fooner was the intereft of Deme-

trius and his workmen in danger from the

lofs of their employment in making filver

fhrines for Diana, than they were able to

raife a popular clamour againft the apoftle,

and a commotion in the ftate, and, in much

wrath they cried out, ** Great is Diana of

** the Ephefians."*

Even in modern times, the craftsmen of

Demetrius have been as alert and as fuccefsful

as in former days : the undiftinguiiliing noife

of a fadious and tumultuous cry has defeated

the found and rational plea of fome, who are

in no prefent danger of the wo pronounced

againft thofe, " of v/hom all men fpeak well."

If we return to profane hiftory, we fhall

find that the murderers of mankind have, by

a ftrange perverfion of fentiment, been extolled

as heroes : and that the deftrudlion of the

fword has much more frequently been the

theme of popular praife than the publication

of the gofpel, the cultivation of virtue, or

the propagation of fcience. Thus, the bene-

fadors of mankind have been flightly remem-

bered

* A£ls xix. 7.A. Sec.
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bered, while the rapacious exterminators of

the human race have been decreed the palm

of the praife of men : but, in this, they

have had their reward.

Human occurrences on a fmaller fcale and

in private life, ftill preferve the fame relative

proportion. When, therefore, we meet with

oneof thofe charaders of whom all men fpeak

well, it is time to inquire whether he has

not facriiied his principles, and forfaken the

road of virtue, for the cultivation of popular

fame.

But the chriftian, however he may wifh to

deferve well of his friends, his countrymen,

and of mankind in general, by difcharging

with alacrity every duty which focial inter-

courfe can claim from the virtuous and the

good, ought to be perfedily indifferent to

that indifcriminate praife, which is expreffed

in my text by " all men fpeaking well of
** him :" and which k more frequently the

reward of very criminal compliances with the

world, than of pofitive virtue. The chriftian,

whofe views and expedations carry him be-

yond this world, ought, confiftently with

himfelf, to be above it : and, though the

profeflion
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profeflion of his faith does not require hlin

to feek and court perfecution, it fhould at

leaft fupport him under it. Our lord's con-

folation in this cafe is great, and might ani-

mate us to fomething more than mere patient

enduring: " Happy," fays he, " are ye,

** when men reproach you, and revile you,

" and fpeak all kind of evil againft you falfely

*' for my fake. Rejoice and be exceedingly

" glad ; for great is our reward in heaven

;

" and fo were reviled the teachers, which
*' were before you.*

It is our firft comfort under every afflidtion

that aife6ts our preteniions to a good name,

that we have not deferved the fcandal and

reproach that may be caft upon us. Nay,

that they are not feldom brought upon us by

thofe very acftions of our lives, which fhall be

moft approved by God and our own con-

fciences, and were the immediate refult of

our fenfe of duty to him and ourfelves. It

affords very little fatisfadiion to a liberal

mind to be told, that ** evil will on itfelf

** recoil," and that every calumniator will

pieet with a greater fhare of obloquy than he

is

* Matt. V. II, 12. Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation.
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is able to fix on the devoted vidlims of his

mifchief. It is, however, no fmall pleafure

to think that, fooner or later, every remain-

ing lliain or fufpicion which can poflibly fully

the innocent character will be wiped away.

Our intermediate lefTon and duty is clear and

abfolute ; it is to bear, with patience and with

all pofiible chearfulnefs, that afflidlion which

time will correct ; and, with refignation,

that which was not to be avoided by us, and

will no otherwife affedl our deareil: and lafting

interefls in the world to come, than by pre-

paring us for the greater enjoyment of the

happinefs referved for every fuffering fervant

of God here. Our external circumftances,

and fuch as include many comforts in this

life ; our character, our friendfliips, our for-

tunes, do indeed very much depend upon

others ; but, blelTed be God ! our final hap-

pinefs depends wholly upon ourfelves, under

the providence of the fupreme Being,, who

never forfaketh the leafi: of his creatures, and

who keepeth his promife for ever.

It is famJliar to our obfervation that com-

mon fame is not to be trufi:ed ; and the reafoa

is, becaufe fiie will accufe upon flight fuf-

picion,
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picion, and never ftrive to inveftigate the truth.

If, by chance, Ihe fhould meet with in-

formation, it is difregarded from indolence

;

or, from envy or malignity, fhe is difpofed to

tamper with the witneffes and mifreprefent

their teftimony. The evils that follow this

hafty and indifcriminate afperfion of cha-

raders are great ; and the fame promptitude

and pains are feldom employe^ to vindicate

and exculpate, as to arraign them.

There is, however, one rule which juftice

as well as charity requires us to obferve.

When we hear any imputation thrown upon

our friend, which we apprehend to be utterly

inconfiftent with his principles and practice,

he is entitled not only to a fufpenfe of our

cenfure, but to the full efFedl of that good

opinion which we entertain of him from our

own perfonal knowledge. There is fome-

times fuch an entire difagreement between

the charge, and all probabilities of guilt, that

nothing iliort of pofitive proof fhould fhake

our faith. Were we, for inftance, to hear a

perfon accufe Cato of immoralities, Csfar of

cowardice, Brutus of treachery to his country,

we fhould not be much inclined to credit the

VOL. I. R florv.
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llory, but fliould preferve the fame opinion we

entertained before any thing had been infinuated

to their prejudice. Why, therefore, fhould

we not apply the fame impartiality and in-

flexibility to the charaders of our contem-

poraries and friends ?

This vve do in fome inflances -, and why

not in alJ ? A good character has a claim to

that generous ardor in depreffed virtue's caufe,

which is directly oppofite to the cafe of thoie

upon whom the apoille pronounces a woe,

when all men fpeak well of them.

There is, however, a very obvious dif-

tindtion to be obferved between thofe charaders

which are built upon the fand, and with

untempered mortar, or purchafed by un-

worthy means, and buoyed up by popular

cry, and others which are founded in religion

and virtue, as upon a rock ; every attack on

thefe will only add luftre to their reputation

by provoking examination, and the defeated

promoters of calumny ihall retire in fllent con-

fufion. "When the excellent bi/hop Hoadly

was bafely charged with having made a con-

fiderable pecuniary engagemejit, he deteded

the forgery, and when upwards of eighty

years
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years old, '* he not only got the better of
" his adverfary, but of his old age."* When
Dr. Clarke was charged with recanting his

religious fentiments on his death-bed, it pro-

duced the mofl unequivocal evidence that he
retained his " fcripture-dodrine of the trinity"

to the laft hour of his life. When, alfo, an

eminent living writer, diflinguifhed by his

great learning, and rare abilities, and excellent

charader, was reported to have taught atheifm,

the imputation was done away by teftimonies

which accumulated fhame and difgrace upon
the fabricators and circulators of the ftory,

and refleded as much honour and refpe(5l upon
the name of the innocent and injured party as

it was capable of receiving.

To conclude. It is the portion of moit
men to pafs through evil report and good
report, but it is the proper bufinefs of us all

to deferve a good name ; whether we acquire

it or not, is a different con fideration. Though
our thoughts and intentions are not known
unto men, and our words and actions are

frequently mifunderftood, we ought to perfed:

R 2 our

• Mr. Horace Walpole.—See Hoadly's " Works,'
life of the author. Vol. i. p. 32. note (g).
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bur title to tlie favourable opinion of thofe to

whom we are known, by doing every good

work in our power to aiTift and fupport the

caufe of religion, virtue, and the common

happinefs of our brethren. The reward we

fhould feek is the approbation of God, and in

this we fhall not be difappointed ; the coun-

tenance of man is a very inferior confideration,

though it ought not to be wholly difregarded,

except, indeed, where the attainment of it

would interfere with our better views and

higher obligations. The truth is, the opinion

of the world may and does influence us ; and

while it contributes to keep us in the way

wherein we ought to walk, we fhall do well to

avail ourfelves of every concurring encourage-

ment. The fpirit of a man is fupported by the

undiflembled approbation of his brethren ; for

as " iron Iharpeneth iron, fo a man fliarpeneth

" the countenance of his friend."* A con-

fidential and affectionate counfellor is highly

to be prized ; he will give life to exertion,

and encouragement to perfeverance.

The woe threatened by our lord, to thofe

of ** whom all men fpeak well," has reference

to

* Prov. xxvii. 17.
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to fuch as follow a multitude to do evil, and

who confequently attach to themfelves the

good word of that concurring multitude -, it

has reference alfo to fuch as endeavour to

procure the good opinion of mankind by

ways and means which, though they are

fometimes fuccefsful, are abfolutely incon-

iiflent with the obligations of religion and

virtue, and equally abhorrent from the prin-

ciples of truth, integrity, and honour.

R 3 SERMON
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SERMON XIII.

MAM ACCOUNTABLE FOR HIS ACTIONS,
CONSISTENTLY WITH GOD'S GOVERN-
MENT OF THE WORLD.

PROVERBS XVI. 9.

A MAN'S HEART DEVISETH HIS WAY : BUT THE LORD
PIRECTETH HIS §TEPS.

The interpofitlon and diredion of the

providence of God in the concerns of this

nether world are admitted by perfons of a

certain defcription, chiefly with a view of

excufing their own perfonal follies and vices;

and occafionally for the fake of interpreting

the difappointmenis and afflictions of others

into immediate judgments of heaven.

This procedure is not always the refult of

ingenuous principle in its patrons ; it is more

frequently declaratory of their fecret wilhes,

than of their deliberate convidions. But,

R 4 be
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be this as it may, we mud meet the argu-

ment in the fliape it is prefented to us by its

friends. And though the unfavourable afped:

it bears towards virtue and good morals, and

it's inconliflency with truth, may induce the

ftrongefl fufpicions that it is vain and falla-

cious; it will be better to anfwer it by a few

general obfervations, than only to confign it

to the contempt or reprehenfion of thofe

who are differently affeded towards the

caufe of truth and virtue.

This fyftem of licentioufnefs, like all

others that impugn the juftice of God, and

encourage vice in man, will be difcovered

to have no foundation in the principles of

nature or revelation.

When the chriftian fcriptures declare a fu-

ture ftate of revv^ards and punifhments, appor-

tioned according as we fliall have done good

or evil in this world, having at the fame time,

regard to the talents and opportunities com-

mitted to our truft, (which is confiftent with

every idea we can form of God, from v/hat

pafTes in the world,) they certainly muft go

upon the principle that man, under whatever

influence he may a(3:, is accountable to his

creator
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creator and governor. The motives which

influence his adions are many if not innu-

merable, and flrong though not always ob-

ierved ; and as they do really finally deter-

mine his condud, it is clear that they are,

in all fuch cafes, equal to the effed pro-

duced by them. Hence it is, that the term

*' neceflity" is made ufe of and adopted ; as

moft accurately expreffing the truth of the

cafe, that, under fuch and fuch cifcumftances,

we could not have atted otherwife.

Confider, for inftance, for a moment, the

- ardent mind of an afFed:ionate parent occu-

pied with his child's truefl happinefs and

welfare, and you will readily account for

his exertions from the ftrong operating prin-

ciple of his mind. And even if v/e defcend

to lefs important and lefs obfervable actions

in life, (whether they be thofe which are

properly mental, or merely animal,) we may

difcover a correfponding motive. The voli-

tions of the mind and the very movements

of the body are drawn forth by fome mo-

tive, or from fome correfponding connedion,

and dire(fted to fome end. Ideas will arife

in the mind from the obje(fls around us, and

from affociation -, and the moil trifling move-

ments
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ments of the body are defigned to change

our place or poiition, for the purpofe which

the prefent occalion fuggefls.

Agreeably to thefe (hort and general ob-

fervaiions the fcriptures fpeak. Our text

fays, " A man's heart devifeth his way : but

*' the lord dire6teth his i^eps ;" that is, a

man fuggefleth to himfelf his own condud:,

and is influenced in his courfe by his reafon

and judgment harmonizing with the laws

of nature and the word of God. The firll

verfe of the fame chapter has a iimilar idea,

ftill more didindly expreffed. ** Man may
'* prepare his thoughts ; but the utterance

** of the tongue is from the lord*." The

thoxights may be the involuntary effort of

the mind, but the fpeech (hould be dircdled

by reafon: and it is, therefore, more empha-

tically faid to be ** from the Lord."

Again 3 Solomon fays, ** There are many
** devices in a man's heart ; neverthelefs the

** counfel of the Lord, that (hall fland /'

or, as it is better tranflated, '* Wavering are

" the defigns of man's heart -, but the pur-

*' pofe of the Lord is fledfafl -f."

It

* Prov. xvi. I . Dr. Hcdg-fon's Tranflation.

f Prov. xix. 21. ib.
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It is not avowedly denied by any oni-

nionifls, that the " counlel or purpofe" of

God fliall iland faft for ever ; the occafional

difference of opinion refpeds the queftions.

What it is that conftitutes fuch purpofe, and

how we fliall difcover it ; and upon what

principles of judice we may reconcile this

acknowledged truth with the refponfibility

of man ?

The anfwer to thefe fuggeflions is, that

we muft try and determine all thefe queftions

by the exercife of our reafon in the iirft

place ; and then by the application of that

faculty to the revealed will of God. We
have no better or fuperior guides. If we find

our difficulties to be multiplied, inftead of

being removed, by fuch abftradt difqulfitions

as the fubjedl may lead fome perfons into,

we muft be fatisfied with, and fliall be jufti-

fied in, confulting our ov/n common under-

ftanding and the word of God : we fliall be

determined by them on this, as we fliould

on other fubjeds, on which they fpeak in

plain and expreffive terms ; and not fufFer

ourfelves to be bewildered by what may,

from our own particular incompetency, ap-

pear of doubtful interpretation.

The
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The dilpenfations of God in the natural

world fufficiently fpeak his wifdom, good-

nefs, andjuftics: but even from the courfe

of that part of his works, we may prefume

there is a renovated life intended for man.

The inequality in the diftribution of temporal

bleflings among his rational creatures, and

the promifcuous manner in which they- ap-

pear to us to be fcattered among the fons of

men, while it undoubtedly anl'vvers fome of

the highefl: and befl purpofes in the moral

government of God, may juftly lead us to

conclude that there is a future ftate of retri-

bution, as a proper fequel, and neceffary

confequence, of the viciffitudes of the prefent.

But to us, who profefs to believe from con-

vidtion that Jefus is the Chrift, and that he

rofe from the dead ; and that there fhall be

a refurredion of the jufl and the unjuft, the

one to punifhment, the other to an happy

immortality, there remains no room for

doubt or hefitation.

In addition to this general argument, we.

are exprefsly aflured that the virtuous and the

good are alone approved by almighty God

;

and that moral conduct will finally deter-

mine
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mine before him, between thofe who fhall

be told to depart from his pr^fence, and

thofe who fhall be bidden to enter into the

joy of their lord.

As we are thus perfuaded of the certainty of

a future life, and the final diftribution of

juftice which will then await us ; and as

we know alfo the uncertainty of that day

of the Lord, which fliall unite our death

and refurredion, and which, as the apoftle

Peter exorelTes it, ** will come as a thief in

** the night;" how highly expedient to our

prefent comfort and happinefs, and how ab-

folutely neceflary to our future, is it, that

we take efpecial care to learn ** what manner

** of perfons we ought to be, in all holy
^

** converfation and godiinefs ?"*

(i.) It behoves us, therefore, in the firft

place, iince we are affurcd by every corre-

fponding authority which the nature of the

cafe will admit, that " a man's heart de-

" vifeth his way," to confider that he is

very confidently made an accountable agent

before God, notwithftanding the language of

the, other part of our text, that ** the Lord

'* direct eth

* 2 Pet. lii. 10, II.
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** diredeth his fteps :" it becomes us, I

{:[y, ** to keep our hearts with all diligence,

** for," as Solomon himfelf obferves, " out

*' of it are the iffues of life."*

We are told, indeed, by the prophet Je-

remiah, that *' the heart is deceitful above

•* all things, and defperately wicked
;"

v/hich palTage is, however, better rendered

in a late tranilation of this book, where

we read it, ** the heart is wily above all

*' things ; it is even paft all hope -, who can

" knov/ it?" that is (as the learned tran-

flator obferves, in a note upon the place,)

*' humanly fpeaking, there is no chance that

** any one flioiild trace it through all its

** windings, and difcover what is at the

" bottom of it/'-f-

This expreffion of the prophet does not

bear any refemblance to the difcouraging

afpe(5l of the idle notion of original fin, or

the fliocking doctrine that '* in every perfon

•' born into this v/orld, it deferveth God's

" wrath and damnation. "J It implies no

more than a ilat^ of wavering and indecifion

of
^ Prov. iV. 23.

t Jcrr, x\ ii. 9. Dr. Clayney's Tranflation.

X Article ix.
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of mind, between the inviting paths of

virtue, and the momentary pleafures of fin ;

or, that paufe which we may be fuppofed to

make, before we decide whether we fhall

furrender ourfelves to the government of our

paiiions or of our reafon. Thus interpreted

the fentiment is flridly juft and ti-ue; and

is peculiarly feafonable, inafmuch as it con-

veys both an exhortation and admonition in

the moment it is moft wanted, and gives

us warning ere we make our deliberate

choice. Agreeably to this conflrucStion, the

prophet goes on to declare that the om-

nifcience of God will fcrutinize and difcover

the heart of man, and judge him accord-

ing to his iife ;
'* I, the Lord fearch

** the heart, I try the reins, even to give to

'* every man according to his ways, and

*' according to the fruit of his doings."*

(2) In the government of ourfelves, as in

the government of large focieties of men, it

will be found to be the trueft wifdom to

adopt that policy which is more calculated

to prevent, than to punilh offences ; to re-

form, than to enfnare mankind. Repentance

is

* Jer. xvii. lo.
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is good, but innocence is better. Innocence

is prepared to meet judgment at any moment,

but the hour of repentance may never come.

The temper of mind may not be formed,

before the night ihall overtake us, and the

opportunity of every moral improvement

here fhall be loft.

But, beiides this gre.it uncertainty, whether

we furvive the period to effecl our meditated

purpofe of repentance or not, we cannot be

ignorant that every procraftination is an in-

creafe and addition to the impediments in

our way. Therefore, as Solomon advifeth,

" Whatever our hand findeth to do, let us

*' do It with all our might*," ieft wefhould

be difpofed to trifle with the llothful man,

and to excufe ourfelves under the idle appre-

henfion, that " there is a lion in the way-f-."

Imagined difficulties will become real, and

in proportion as they fliall require increafed

exertion of every virtuous difpofition, we

fhall be the more inclined to flirink back

from fuch difficulties, and, in the end, be

refigned only to their triumph over us.

(3) H^'^'

* Ecclef. ix. 10. t Prov. xxvL. 13.
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(3) Again. It is not among the fmalleil

inducements to acquire thefe attainments to

know, that the praftlce of virtue familiarizes

and renders pleafant that examination and

reftraint of odrfelves, which, at the time of

their commencement, are fomewhat irkfome

from the indulgence of contrary practices ',

becaufe while at an early period they convey

feproach, at a later one they produce the

confcious approbation of our own minds,

and convince us of their confonancy with the

mind and will of God. It is equally true,

and indeed very obfervable from our own
remarks, as well as the confefnon of thofe

tvho are lovers of pleafure more than lovers

of God, that all habits of indolence, diflipa-

tion, and vice, naufeate and become dif^uft-

ing ; that they pall the fenfes without fatis-

fying the appetite ; and inftead of obtaining,

they deftroy both the means and the end,

and remove, to an unmeafurable diflance,

that happinefs with which, by the young
and indifcrete, they are too generally thought
to feed their votaries to the full.

So exclufively true and chara(fleriftic is

that often -cited remark m^de by the wife

VOL. I. S king
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king upon religion, prefuming that It is in-

feparably united with virtue, that it will

apply to nothing elfe ; " her ways are ways

** of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are

" peace." The very means are delightful,

the end is truly glorious ; flie converts the

bitter potions of life into falutary cordials,

and renders the laft gafp of expiring nature

an admiffion to the enjoyment of perfect and

uninterrupted happinefs. Even in the un-

confcious grave, the wicked fliall ceafe to

trouble and the weary are at reftj but the

birth- day of immortality fhall affign to every-

one of us our juft recompence according as

we fhall feverally have acquitted ourfelves in

this world, not indeed according to our par-

tial opinions ofourfelves, neither according to

the hard judgment of others of our fellow-

creatures, but as the infallible judge of the

whole earth, who knoweth the hearts of all

men, fliall determine.

It may be further obferved of religion in

general, (by which I mean a proper and

juft fenfe of the one almighty God, of his

prefence, his attributes, and of the .obedi-

ence we owe him ;) it may, I fay, be truly

obferved
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obferved of religion in general, that, what-

ever may be the natural temper or confti-

tution, as it is fometimes called, of any

man, the mild influence of religion will im-

prove and meliorate ; it tends to humble the

felf-fufficient and prefumptuous, and to fup-

port the meek and defponding ; to fubdue

the wildnefs, and foften the afperities of the

mod unpromifmg tempers; and, laftly, to

aflimilate to itfelf the mind of every man, as

the proper region wherein it ought to dwell,

and where, jointly with reafon, it ought to

bear rule. The only guides to, and inftruc-

tors in, this heavenly-mindednefs are our

reafon and our bible ; thefe conftitute our

law-giver and interpreter : and the only proofs

of our progrefs are the good works which

we produce in our lives and converfatlons,

and pofleffing our confclences void of any

wilful offence towards God and man.

(4) Again. The effeds of the obfervance

of the duties of religion and virtue, great as

they are with refpetft to ourfelves, receive

very important augmentation in the con-

fideration that they are likely to be extended

to others, in whom we feel our deareft in-

S 2 terefl
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tereft in this world to be at ftake : they will

moft probably be fliared by our children.

The example will alfo extend itfelf to our

friends and acquaintance j and with fonrse

it will probably take up its abode.

In this view of our fubjcdt, lies the great

importance of the proper choice of fociety,

more efpecially among young perfons, in

whom all impreflions are moft eairly made, and

moft durable. The infedion o£ evil example

will infenfibly take place and fpread; it will

fometimes baffle the ftrongeft refolution, and

confound the moft guarded conduct. Vice

is occafionally, in fome unhappy inftances,

attended with an equal brilliancy and profti-

tution of wit and talents which more than half

conceal its deformity ; and every young man

is not prepared by his natural difcernment, or

by experience, to feparate the poifon from the

fparkling ingredients with which it is mixed

in the cup.

In thelb and in iimilar fituations we are

told that ** a man's heart diredleth his way;'*

and indeed while he is a creature account-

able to a fuperlor being, who fo proper to

guide him in his way as himfelf ? It is faid

alfo
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alfo in our text that " the Lord direfleih his

*' ftcps :" He does indeed dired them by

giving to man a law of ad:ion, and an un-

derftanding mind to know his will 3 but

then it is often fald of God, in' fcripturc-

Janguage, that he does, or orders, that which

he only permits or fuffers. This permiffion

is indeed a part of his government, which,

while it leaves man refponfible for his a^ftions,

vindicates the deity from being, what is

generally underftood by the expreflion, the

author of evil.

The line chalked out for us is flreight and

plain. Good and evil, life and death, are

fet before us. The light of nature hath

implanted fome great and leading truths

refpedting right and wrong in the mind of

every mgn ; and revelation hath tendered

further evidence of the fame truth, in order

to encourage us to fear God and keep his

commandments, and concerning thefe all

the chriftian world, (under one mode of pro-

feffion or other,) are agreed.

Let us then not defpife, but avail our-

felves of, all the means recommended by the

rules of the gofpel and of nature to obtain

S 3 the
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the favour of God, and to make our calling

and eledion fure.

Be it, therefore, our firfl: concern to re-

gard and reverence the great author of all

nature ; let us confider him as he is, the one

only true God, the father and the friend of

the w^hole human race. Let our applications

to him, in every intercourfe of praife or

prayer, be founded in the rational defign of

making our minds better acquainted with

him and his will, bj meditation and reflec-

tion ; and more obedient to his pleafure.

By this chriftian converfe with God, we

may acquire, and truly enjoy, an unafFedted

chearfulnefs and ferenity of mind, accom-

panied with ferious piety ; we rnay perform

every religious and moral duty ; and live

here in the reafonable hope of a blelTed re-

ward in the world to come.

SERMON
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S E R xM O N XIV.

THE INESTIMABLE VALUE OF CONSCIOUS
INTEGRITY.

JOB xxvii. 6.

WY HEART SHALL NOT REPROACH ME, SO LONG AS I LIVE.

This fentiment and declaration of Job,

uttered in connecftion with other proteftations

of his fmcerity which we read in the context,

are expreffive of that manly and upright deter-

mination of mind which reflects honour on

the fpeaker, and communicates fome of the

fame excellent fpirit to the hearer.

It is well known that this holy man was

as eminently diftinguifhed by the grievous

afflictions with which it pleafed God to

permit him to be vilited, as for the patience

with which he bore them. It is hardly

poffible for the mofl afflidlive events to befall

us, but we may find that Job exceeded us in

the meafure and number of them. And it

S 4 will
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will be well for us, and an attainment deferv-

ing our mofl: affiduous endeavours, if, while

we in any degree refemble him in his fuffer*

ings, we alfo, in the fame degree, referable

him in his refignation and patience ; and are

able, like him, to make our appeal to that

confcious integrity in our own breaft, which

fo immediately adminifliers to our fupport

under all the contradictions of men.

It is fl-ated in the very opening of this book

of Job, and repeated, in fome fubfequent

palTages, that he was *^ a perfe(fl and upright

" man; one that feared God and efchewed

^* evil,"*

In juftilication of this charadler it is re^.

corded of him that he valued not himfelf on

his wealth, for he ** did not make gold his

** hope, nor fay unto fine gold, thou art my
^' confidence : he rejoiced not becaufe his

*' wealth was great, and becaufe his hand
** had gotten much i-f'* he harboured no

revenge againfl his enemies, for he " rejoiced

'* not at the deftrudion of him that hated

** him, nor fuffered his mouth to fin, by

** wifhing acurfetp his foul:"|: he difpenfed

juftige
* Job i. I, 8. ii. 3. f lb. xxxi. 24, 25.

^ lb. xxxi. 29, 30.
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juftice and fliewed humanity to all, for " h^
** defpifed not the caufe of his man-fervant,

*' or of his maid-fervant, when they con-

" tended with him;" for he faid within

himfelf, '* What then fhall I do, when God
** rifeth up ? And when he vifiteth, what

" fhall I anfwer him ? Did not he that

^* made me in the womb make him ? Did
** not one fafhion us in the womb ? He withr-

** held not the poor from their delire, neither

*' caufed the eyes of the widow to fail;"*

Jt is recorded of him that he was generous and

Jiofpitable, for " he did not eat his morfel

** himfelf alone, but the fatherlefs and widow
** did eat thereof with him :" he fufFered

^' not the ftranger to lodge in the flreet,

** but he opened the doors to the traveller
:"-f-

that he was the guardian and friend of the

poor and needy, ** Did not I weep," fays he,

** for him that was in trouble, and was not

** my foul grieved for the poor
?
J I deli..

" vered the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs,

" and him that had none to help him : the

^^ blefiing of him that was ready to perifh

** came

Job xxxi. 13— 1 4' t lb. xxxl. 17. 32,

X lb. XXX, 25.
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tp.came upon me, and I caufed the widow's

*' heart to fing for joy : I was a father to

" the poor, rnd the caufe which I knew
•* not, I fearched out."* And, finally, that

•' he Dot on righteoufnefs and it clothed him,

** and his judgment was as a robe and

•' a diadem. ""f*

To recapitulate his afflictions would be to

traofcribe the remainder of his hiftory. In

fhort, fo fudden did accumulated diftrefles

come upon him, that while " he looked for

" joy, then came forrow ." He was '* made
*' to pofTefs months of vanity, and wearifome

*' nights were appointed to him; his ikin

*' was broken and become ioathfome.;}; And

lafLIy, ** they whom he loved were turned

'* againft him."§

Turn nov/ to the conclufion of his affedl-

ing narrative of human mifery j
*' Job finned

*• not, neither charged God fooliihly. He
" worfhipped God, and faid. Naked came

** I out of my mother's womb, and naked

*' fhall I return thither : the Lord gave, and

*' ' ':e Lord hath taken away ; bleifed be the

'* name of the Lord/' And, in the chapter

whence
* Job xxix. 12, 13 and 16. f 1^. xxix. I4,

% lb. vii, 3, 5. § lb. xlx, 19,
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whence our text is taken, he deliberately

forms the refolution, that " all the while

** his breath fhould be in him, and the foirit of

** God Ihould be in his noftrils, his lips fliould

** not fpeak wickednefs, nor his tongue utter

** deceit : till he fliould die, he would not re-

" move his integrity from him : his righteouf-

** nefs he would hold fafl, and not let it go

;

** his heart fliould not reproach him fo lonor

" as he fhould live."*

The reafoning and refolution of Job remain

to be tranfplanted into our own breafls.

His lituation in profperity amounted to the

utmoft extent of human wifhes ; he poiTefied

all the bleffings which this world had to offer,

and refifled every temptation to abufe or mif-

apply them. An univerfal and moft pungent

change of fortune came fuddenly upon him

in the midft of his grateful and honourable

enjoyment of the bleflings which God had

beflowed upon him : they made themfelves

wings and flew away. Job had recourfe to

thofe two only faithful friends, who forfake

no man, unlefs they are difmiffed by him

:

God and his own confcious integrity of heart

were

* Job xxvii. 3—6.
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were his flay and fupport ; he had ** fe^cd

" God and efchewed evil," and all the com-

plicated afflidions which befel him and hi«

houfe could not deftroy the fatisfadion and

comfort derived to him from fuch principles,

and fuch practice.

The remarks which will occur upon re-

citing this interefting hiftory, although they

are obvious, are pot, therefore, lefs ufeful in

leading us to apply the cafe and condu6t of

this holy man to all the fons of Adam.
*' Man is born to trouble as the fparks fly

•* upwards,"* It appears to be the neceifary

attendant on his nature and fituation here;

but it is with a view to his improvement and

future happinefs that this dlfcipline is admi-

jiiftered by the permiffion of the good pro-

vidence of God : and it is only from forming

a wrong judgment of our fituation in this

world, that we are, at any time, fo far mif-

taken as to repine and murmur at the vicifli-

tudes and trials which accompany our flay in it.

Without the mo ft diftant expedation , or

defire, to fee men become indifferent to afflic-

tions, for the heart that is infenfible to

forrov/

* Job V. 7.
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forrow knows not the luxury of temperate

joy, and he who feels not for another's wog

will eafily be tempted to turn his back on

juftice and benevolence j it is neverthelefs no

more than the part of true w'lfdom, and

confequently of true religion, which is the

fame thing, to keep our' minds prepared to

receive thefe unwelcome vifitors, and rengned

to the bearing patiently the utmoft excefs of

their vengeance. ** Affliction cometh not

*' forth out of the duft, neither doth trouble

** fpring out of the ground ;*" but it is a mean

appointed in the difpenfation of God for our

trial and purification. Affliction correCteth

the heart of man, loofens every inordinate

affedion for the world, and transfers our

thoughts and meditations to their greateft and

nobleft objed, the kind creator of all things,

and a future ftate of happinefs and immor-

tality.

Neverthelefs, after all that can be oifcred

by the philofopher, or the chrilHan, to

enable us to bear up againfl the afflidive

events of human life, we are no more

bound to court them, than we are able

wholly

* Job V, ^,
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xvholly to avoid them. Neither can we be

indiiTerent to them, while they necefiarily

fo much afFe6l our feveral fenfes and affec-

tions, through which our very nature has

made us vulnerable. It is, however, no

uncommon Cdic, for individuals among us

to be occafionally difpofed to over-rate the

v/eight and magnitude of their prefent griev-

ance, and to eilimate their troubles as being fur-

niflied in full meafure, preffed down and run-

ning over: but we ought to confider how in-

competent we are to judge of the comparifon

which we are, at fuch times, much inclined

to make between our own cafe and that of

others to the prejudice of ourfelves ; for,

although we may be admitted to be acquainted

with our own portion, we need not to be told

tliat there is many an aching or broken heart

whofe forrows are known only unto God.

It is a matter very open to inquiry, and very

important to be known, how far we may have

been the inftruments of our own unhappinefs,

and how far we may fuifer from the un-

deferved wrongs of others, or from general

caufes }

In
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In all cafes, in which men have deflroved

their peace and profperity by the natural

confequ.ences of their own condu'Il, they will

necelTarily fuperadd the keen reproaches of

felf-accufation and violated innocence to that

which Is almofl infupportable ofitfelf. Vice,

in defiance of its high career and boafted

independency, will ruin every pretenlion to

character and confidence, will deftroy every

dlalni to health, and difperfe the, greateil

wealth : a falfe tongue, although it may, for

a while, influence the v/illing ear, will finally

upon itfelf recoil : a bad, or even negledled,

education of our children v/ill deflroy the

fairefl blofibms V\'e may difcover in their

youth, and prepare for our declining years

the fevercil trial,

When, indeed, affliiflion is dealt out to us

by the unfparing hand of others it Vv^ill

admit of refi fiance, but not of retaliation or

revenge : and when paffion or pique has Ipent

its flrength againfi: us, we mufi; exercife our-

felves in every confideration .that may lead to

our forgivenefs of that injury which will

admit of no compenfation. As for all ge-

neral caufes, whether they ariie from the

elements
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elements around us, from war or peflilence

defohting our country, and deflroying their

thoufands and tens of thoufands, we muft re--

colled: the Being that permits thefe fcourges

to vifit the fons of men, and the beneficent

end which they are deiigned to anfwer : fot

" when thy judgments, O Lord ! are in the

*' earth," faith the prophet Ifaiah, *' the

" inhabitants of the world will learn righte-

** oufnefs."'*'

There remains to be recommended a mea-

fure regarding the flate of afflidtion, not only

of expediency, but of duty, which is this,

that whatever our lituation may be' in rcfpecft

to the feverity of the trials we may feverally

be called upon to bear, we muft take efpe-

cial care not to aggravate them by our im-

patience under them. Plow much all bodily-

complaints are meliorated by patience in pain

or ficknefs, is familiar to the mofl: inattentive

obferver : and very much will thofe afflic-

tions be alleviated, which opprefs the heart"

and mind of man, by that refignation and

fortitude which confiitute two very eflential

parts, or requintes, of the chriflian charader.

There

* Ifaiah xxvii. g»
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There is fuch a thing as brooding over our

forrows, and coUedting them together, and cyeri

cherifhing them, as if we were delirous of

trying and feeling their united ftrength ; and

this condudt is followed by a dejedion of fpiritSj

which not feldom terminates with reproaching

our maker. But the proper duty of an up-

right mind is to difmifs every irreverent or

reproachful thought or fentiment of that great

and omnipotent Being who giveth him every

good thing 5 to found his refignation on the

rational and religious confidence, that all

things are fo ordered that they will work

together for his greateft ultimate good ; and

to look upon adverfity as upon that which cari

trouble but not diftrefs us j perplex but not

drive us to defpair ; perfecute but not make us

to be forfaken ; which may caufe us to be' caft

down, but not deftroyed.*

Again. As filver is tried in the furnace,

and thereby purified -, fo man who fupports

affliclion with dignity will rife fuperior to it,

and be benefitted by it. He will be called

to the ftudy, and confequent better know-
ledge, of himfelf ; and, like a vefiel, which

has
* 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9.

VOL.t. T
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has elcaped the whirlwind and ridden the

ftorm, will generally enjoy in perfe(fl peace

the gentle breeze or calm that follows : he

will polTefs all the heart-felt fatisfadtion of

one, who having furvived the poffc of danger

attaineth that of true honour.

It might, indeed, be further obferved, ii>

proof of the want of judgment in the general

mafs of mankind in this cafe, that, notwith-

ftanding the many complaints we hear frorn^

the tenants of the houfe of mourning, it is

more difficult to acquit ourfelves, in a manner

becoming our chriftian character, in profperity

than in adveriity. The reafon of this diffi-

culty is obvious : in profperity, we are too

apt to forget the hand that has given us our

many bleffings, to lofe all recolledlion that

we are men and chriflians, and, confe-

quently, to adl in a manner unworthy of

rational creatures of God, and heirs and expec-

tants of immortality : in adverfity, we are

reminded that we cannot extricate ourfelves

by our own power, or by the might of our

own arm ; and find it to be our immediate,

as well as remote, intereft to have recourfe

to our religious principles as the guide of

our
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our condudl, and the fupport of our fpi-

rits. But, notwithfhanding this obfervation is

confirmed by the experience of mankind,

there probably are none among us who would

not chufe that ftate, which, upon this repre-

fentation, appears to be the greater evil, under a

perfuafion that we fhould be able to corred:

in ourfelves thofe errors and miftakes, which,

in like circumftances, have ruined fo many

before us. It would, however, be prudent

to move with cautious fleps where wife

men have been miilaken and good men have

/alien.

Laftly. The confideration that happinefs

prevails more extenfively in the world than

mifery, fhould abundantly reconcile us to

that meafure of afHid:ion, which the difpen-

fation of God may permit to fall to our por*-

tion.

Throughout all nature we may obferve,

with much fatisfadion and delight, that hap-

pinefs is the principal delign and end of the

deity in giving life to the rational and animal

part of the world. The pfalmiil reprefents

the ** little hills to rejoice on every fide :"*

T 2 and

* Pfalm Ixv, 12.
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and, indeed, wc may fee the very plants and

fhrubs that cover the face of the earth, not

only to retire from the chilling air of v^'inter,

(unlefs fpecially enabled by nature to bear it,)

but very fenfibly revive v/ith the genial

warmth of fpring and fummer ; in fhort, to

fpeak a language that will include them in

the general obfervation. But, be this as it

may ; if the vegetable kingdom do not fhare

in, it greatly contributes to, the happinefs and

even exiftence of every animal that breatheth

the breath of life. Animal exiftence pollefles

as much happinefs as animal enjoyment can

afford ; and though great devaftation is made

of animal life in their feveral kinds, whether

of beafts, or birds, or fiihes, and man lifts

up his hand againft them all ; their numbers

are very greatly multiplied, and tlieir happi-

neis greatly increafed by the ufe that he

makes of them.

With regard to man himfclf, the neceflary

demands of life are eafily fatisfied, and very

rarely wanted, except where idlenefs will not

provide, or where vice has deftroyed them.

Food and raiment comprife the indulgences

©f the rich, while they alfo exprefs the wants

of
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of the poor and needy. And, admitting

thefe to be provided, let thofe fay, who have

known what it is to want and what it is to

abound, whether the peafant does not receive

as much enjoyment from his humble clothing

and homely fare, as his opulent neighbour

from being clothed in purple and fine linen,

and faring fumptuoufly every day ?

From the provifion for the body, let us

pafs to a very brief confideration of the ftate

of the mind ; and let me obferve, that the

contentment of the poor and afflidied man

will nearly rival the enjoyment even of the

benevolence of the rich and profperous. The
health of labour is greatly to be preferred

to the liftlefsnefs of indolence; and, moft

probably, where the temptation to fm is the

weakefl, there will remain the moft virtue.

In the middle clafs of life, it may fafely be

prefumed there is more happinefs than in any

other. For this neither greatly elevates nor

deprefles us. Generally fpeaking, it places

us in that medium of enjoyment, which

fecludes the envy, and confequent enmity, of

others ; and ftill gives us the pofleffion of the

means of very fufficiently fupplying all our

T 3 reafonable
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reafonable wants, and relieving the occalional

necefllties of others. When we fee fo many,

otherwife great men, take their leave of truth

and rediitude in the impatient attainment of

power, honour and riches, we ought to be

thankful that we have not been tried with

temptations which might have been too power-

ful for us to have refifled ; attainments thefe,

which we muft have obferved to be no lefs

generally, than grofsly abufed. Even thofe,

who from their iituation and abilities might

have been bleffings to generations yet unborn,

have been the fcourge of the prefent and

may be the caufe of the ruin of fucceeding

ages.

If men would acquit themfelves in this

world with a confcientious regard to moral

rediitude of heart, would live in the love and

fear of God, would devote themfelves to th^

cheerful cultivation of religion and virtue in

their lives and converfation, they would be

happy in themfelves, and be conlidered as an

cxtenfive bleffing to others.

The fluctuations in all fublunary concerns

would then be only fo many reafons for purfu-

ing the ftraight and fmooth courfe of religion

and
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and virtue, without turning to the right-hand

or the left. The frowns and the fmiles of

the world would be no more regarded by us

than they juftly deferve, for our happinefs

would then be equally independant of both.

From a ferious and well-founded confidence

in the providence of God, and from the ex-

pectation of a happy immortality, we fhould

derive all the fupport that we fhould want

under the moll; grievous afflidion, and every

comfort that a rational mind could defire.

We fhould be temperate in profperity, re-

signed and patient in adveriity; our heart

would not reproach us fo long as wc fhould

live, and, at laft, we fhould meet the mef-

fenger of death without difmay.

T 4 SERMON
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SERMON XV.

THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF THE GOSPEL,.

JOHN XV. 24,

IF I HAD NOT DONE AMONG THEM Tiffi WORKS WHICH
NONE OTHER MAN DID, THEY HAD NOT HAD 3IN : BUT
NOW HAVE THEY SEEN, AND HATED BOTH ME AND
MY FATHER.

Our lord declared to his difciples that he

*' was the true vine, and his father the

*^ hufbandman :" and, in continuation of

the fame parable, adds, ** Every branch of

* his that beareth no fruit, he will take

^* away; but every branch, that beareth

*• fruit, he will prune, that it may bear

** more fruit*/*

The intimate connexion and dependence

that ought to fubiift between his difciples

and himfelf, is further inculcated in this

parable in very flrong terms ; and the gene-

ral

• John XV. I, 2, Mr. Wakefield's tranflation.
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ral doif^rlne of chriftiaii love is taught in

figurative expreflions, and in authoritative

precepts.

The oppoiltion which the greater part of

mankind formed againft a fyiiem of religion

and morals, which was by no means intended

to be accommodated to the criminal fafhions

of the world, was predided -, and that pre-

diction was grounded upon the treatment

which Jefus Chrift himfelf had received

from thofe who ** were of the world." His

difcipJes were very reafonably and very

juftly reminded, ** that the fervant was not

** greater than his lord -," and were told that

as the world had perfecuted him, it would

alfo perfecute them.

This ungracious treatment from thoie to

whom the gofpel was preached, was ndt

only reprehenfible in itfelf, but was alfo

greatly aggravated by the abundant evidence

which Jefus had tendered to them to prove

that he was the ChriO:, the promifed prophet

^nd melTenger of God. ** If I had not come
** and fpoken unto them," faid he, ** they

'* had not had fin; but now they have no

*' cloke, (or excufe,) for their fin." In

other
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other words, their not impartially attending

to the evidence he perfonally produced to

them to prove that he was the melTenger

of God, appointed to reveal his will, con-

flituted the fmful part of their condud.

And this ne^led of reafonable evidence was

not lefs fatal in its confequence, than cri-

minal in itfelf, for, as Chrift himfelf ob-

ferved, " he that hateth him, hateth his

*' father alfo/'

But, as if he were not fatisfied with re-

proving their infidelity or unbelief, from

what he had taken occafion to fpeak unto

them, he appealed to the miracles which he

had wrought among them in confirmation

of his fuftaining the charafler of a prophet.

" If I had not done among them," faid

'* he, ** the works which none other man
** did, they had not had fin : but, though

** they have feen (thefe works,) they hate

" both me and my father*."

The reception of the gofpel is here con-

fidered by our acknowledged mafter, to

depend upon evidence j and, from this ob-

fervation, fo confonant to reafon and the

aature of things, we may fafely prefume

that
* Mr. Wakefield's tranflation.
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that there Is no commendation due to thofc

who receive it upon truft, as a thing of

courfe, without inquiry or examination

;

and, indeed, for this very obvious reafon,

becaufe in fuch cafe there has been no exer-

tion of the mind, no difpoiition or labour to

attain that better knowledge which is held

out to us. Befides which, as the feed

fov/n on ftony ground, where it had not

much earth, immediately fprang up, be-

caufe it had no depth of earth ; but when the

fun was rifen, it was fcorched, and becaufe

it had no root, it withered av»^ay*: fo, like-

wife, the proper fruit of any profeffion of re-

ligion, made without inquiry or examination,

cannot be produced under the hand of any

wilfully ignorant or negledful cultivator of

it.

We ought, therefore, to confider the

religion of Chrift as offered to our reafon and

underftanding. It is an appeal to every

man, to whom thefe glad-tidings of great

joy have been announced, upon no lefs im-

portant a fubjed: than his future ilate of

happinefs or mifery after the feenes of this

prefent fleeting life fhall have clofed. It is

an
* Mark iv. 5, 6.
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an appeal which very wife, very good, and

very unprejudiced minds have judged to be

worthy of God to make, worthy of the holy

and excellent Jefus to promulgate, and wor-

thy of the reafonable creatures of God to

receive.

There have been, however, certain vindi-

cators of the chriftian caufe, who have no

lefs injudicioufly, than falfely, maintained

that the gofpel of Chrifl: is more properly

the objed of our faith than of our reafon.

And thefe have, at the fame time, under-

ftood by the word " faith," that implicit

belief and confidence, which precludes

every thought or refledion of the mind,

which confiders inquiry as diftruft, and

brands all examination with the hard names

of impiety and blafphemy.

It is well for us of the prefent genera-

tion, that hard names are not always fol-

lowed by hard ufage. They generally do

the greateft injury to thofe who ufe them ;

and this affords us the befl ground to hope

that they alfo, in their turn, will be laid

afide and difowned. But it has not been at

|efs expence than the blood of thoufands,

and'
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and of tens of thoufands, that mankind have

been convinced (if all of them are yet con-

vinced) that imprifonment, confifcation, or

even the rack itfelf, make no converts.

Thefe inflruments of violence are very well

calculated to produce an uniformity of pro-

feffion ; but, as they apply not to the reafon

and underflanding of man, they cannot pro-

duce their ferious converfion of mind in fin-

cerity and truth. The patrons of intole-

rance have learned in the fame dear fchool

of experience, that to perfecute any fedl of

religionifls, (and every denomination of them

are equally fe6ts, or parts and divifions of a

whole,) tends only to promote their caufe.

It were, indeed, to be wiihed, that the

great principle, the unity of God and that

he only is to be worfhipped, may afford an

exception to this general obfervation, and

be fuffered to proceed to its perfect eftablifh-

ment in the minds of men, without the aid

of perfecution. It is, however, certain, that

the prefent advanced reception of this im-

portant truth is greatly owing to the wretched

defences of polythelfm under the chriftian

difpenfation, and to the untempered zeal of

its
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its advocafes. Inquiry is excited by contro-

verfy, and in controverfy truth will prevail

and triumph. Every flirring of the v^aters

prevents the baneful efFe(5ts of ftagnation j

and it is to be hoped that it v^^ill not be long

after mankind have dared to examine and

think for themfelves, that every fpecies of

idolatry in the chriftian world will difap-

pear before the voice of reafon and true reli-

gion. Men's minds are opened by examina-

tion and refledion, and they are illumi-

nated and invigorated by obfervlng a con-

fident conduct in the profelTors of the gofpel

of Chrift.

It is very familiar to our ears to hear the

gofpel of Chrifl denominated a myflery ; a

condud: this, which difcourages us in our

reafonable hopes of removing the apparent

difficulties ; and indeed we are very generally

injoined implicit obedience by the fameper-

fons. And, by way of argument, with a

view to prevent inveftigation and to impofe

lilence, it is urged that the myflerics in na-

ture are iimilar to, and countenance the

exiftence and fitnefs of, myileries in revela-

tion. That difficulties will occur in both,

is
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is moft true. But as to the difficulties OC'*

curring in natural objeds, fuch as an acorn

producing an oak, an egg a bird, and the

like, it is to be obferved that the truth of

the fads is clear and afcertained by every

day's obfervation. They follow as regularly

as the effedl does the caufe, in matters

which we more fully underftand. They

involve no contradidion, no impoffibility ;

they tend to enlarge our ideas of the

power and goodnefs of God, not to im*

peach or degrade the attributes of deity.

On the contrary, if the words which we

ufe to exprefs our meaning have any appro-

priated fenfe, when I fpeak of a ** revela-

" tion," I cannot mean to fpeak of a ** myf*
** tery," for what is revealed muft ceafe to

be a myilery. And it is a very fenfible re^

mark, tbat " where myftery begins, reli^

** gion ends." The truth appears to be,

that the word " myftery" is more fre-

quently ufed as a convenient and accommo-^

dating, though foreign covering, than as the

proper, natural or ornamental garb of true

religion ; and it is worthy of obfervation,

that
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that the various difficulties which are fug-

gefted chiefly refpe(fl dodrinal queflions ; and

further, that none are fo dull as thofe who
will not learn, and none are fo deaf as thofe

who will not hear. Upon what other fup-

pofition can an unprejudiced and candid ob-

ferver account for a great number of perfons,

whom we generally efteem fenfible and

well-informed, rejeding the dodrlne of

tranfubftantiation as being contrary to all

their fenfes, and impoffible in itfelf; and

yet believing the vulgar notion of the

trinity, not only to be a part, but a fun-

damental part of the chriflian revelation ?

For, where is the difference in the abfur*

dity of believing that the father is God, the

fon is God, the holy ghoft is God, and yet

that there are not three Gods, but one God 5

or that bread and wine are tranfubilantiated

by the miniftration of the pried into the body

and blood of Chrift which are faid, even by a

proteftant church, to be '* verily and indeed

" taken and received by the faithful in the
** lord's fupper."

In both thefe cafes, we muift equally re-

nounce our reafon j it is, however, fome ad-

voL. I, U vantage
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vantage to the romanift that he ads confift-

ently with his pretenfions, while the proteftant

exercifes his reafon againft tranfubftantiatlon,

but embraces the docftrine of the trinity in

perfec^l filence and with implicit faith. So

inconfiftent is our proteftant with the very

principles of his proteft, that, when engaged

in debate with the catholic-dilTenter, he

cites his bible, and reafons upon it 5 but

when he argues with the rational unitarian

-

diilenter, he confecrates interpolations and

falfe readings, he talks of myfteries, and pleads

the opinion and authority of the church ; and

though countenanced neither by Mofes or the

prophets, by Chrift or his apoAles, he is

finally fatistied in the decifion of the civil

magiftrate without inquiry, and, fometimes^

againll convidion. And, as if this were not

fuiiicient, he fondly imagines he can pro-

trad the downfal of fuperftition by refifting

the repeal of penal ftatutes, which were vainly

intended to prevent difcuffion, but will con-

tribute, fo long as they remain a part of our

legal code, to excite inquiry, to extend,

unite, and llrengthen the oppofition to the

,
principles on which they are founded.

But
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But forbearing, for the prefent, any further

obfervations on the mode of contending for

the chriftian caufe ia fimplicitj and truth,

or on the inconfiflences and corruptions

which have unhappily been fandioned with

the chriftian name -, let us briefly confider

the evidence by which the faith of thegofpel

is fupported, and the confequence of rejed-

ing it, as delivered in the new Teftament.

In the difcourfe of our lord, now before

us, he fir/l referred his difciples to the

words which he had fpoken, direding their

attention to the internal evidence of the truth

of his gofpel ; and then defired them to con-

fider the works which he had done, in order

to call their ferious thoughts to the external

evidence by which his miniftry was fup-

ported.

The internal evidence arifes from the doc-

trines and precepts which he taught being

worthy of the .high original they claimed,

and tending to perfed man's true happinefs.

The external evidence confifled in his

doing fuch things, as no other man could

do, except God were with him : fuch, for

inftance, as the numerous miracles which he

U 2 publicly
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publicly wrought for wife and good ends,

and the many prophecies he delivered, which

have been fulfilled, and are now fulfilling,

in the world.

Thefe, taken colledlively and harmonizing

together, amount to a weight of teftimony

that would be refifted in no other cafe ; and,

in this, may very well claim our aifent

on fo important and interesting a bufinefs,

which immediately affeds our prefent and

future happinefs. An affent, however, which

muft, at all events, be voluntary, and the

refult of every man's own inquiry and con-

vidion, independent on the will or influence

of others. And an inquiry, convidion, and

alTent which refped the do6lrine of Jefus

Chrift as every one (hall read and underftand

it for himfelf in the new Testament, and

not in the decifion of any church, or in

the opinions of any men, which are often-

times fo far from being in any agreement with

the new .Teftament, that, on the contrary, s

they are in diredl oppofition to it. This

grievous miftake, in paying undeferved de-

ference to the dodtrines and commandments

of men, has produced, in m^ny perfons, a

ftrong
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ilrong prejudice againft, and, in the end, a

total reje(ftion of the genuine do(ftrines of

the chriftian revelation, although the fyf-

tems they have ftudied, and the pure gofpel

of Chrift are as oppolite to each other as

light and darknefs.

The confequence of this fufficiency, or

rather this abundance, of evidence of the

divine miffion of Jefus is, that the rejed:ion

of this gofpel by us, to whom it is tendered,

is finful; that is, highly criminal before God.

The apoftle Paul argues in the fame manner

with the Corinthians, when he fays, *' the

" fting of death is fin, and the ftrength of

** fin is the law." And immediately, inflead

of reproaching his creator with fuch inftitu-

tions of his providence, he breaks out in

the language of grateful praife, ** but

•* thanks be to God, who giveth us the

** vidory," or enableth us to obtain vidlory

over death and the grave, at the refurredion,

*^ through" the means of ** our lord Jefus

« Chrifl."

The prevailing reafon of our lord's re-

quiring our affent to his dodlrine was not

bccaufe it was his, or taught by him, but

U 2 becaufe
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becaufe it was the will and law of God ;

** the words which he fpake, he fpake not

" of himfelf, and the father that dwelled

** in him, he did the works."* And the

general conclufion, which he drew from the

condud; of the great body of his hearers,

was, that " they had feen, and hated both

** him and his father." As he came not

to do his own will, but the will of him that

{Qfit him, he was ardently defirous^ that the

good pleafure of God (hould be fulfilled in

the fuccefs, as well as in the faithfully

preaching of his word. And his own

arniable and benevolent difpofition, which

made him to weep over Jerufalem, induced

hi^i to labour without ceafing to promote,

extend, and confirm the prefent rational,

and future immortal happinefs of his fellow-

creatures, upon whom their common parent

had beftowed fo many and fo great bleffings.

If it be objeded to the chriftian reve-

lation that, according to this flatement, the

propofed benefit to be derived from it is not

equal to the hazard of our condemnation for

rejed:ing it ; it is to be obferved, that upon

the

* John xiv. 10.
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the fame principle, we might obje(5l to every

bleffing of heaven, our rcafon as well as

our religion, and every advantage that we

can derive from our education or our fortune,

becaufe we are neceffarily anfwerable for the

ufe of all thefe, in proportion to the {hare of

each which is beftowed upon us.* All thefe

bleffings, in their very nature, obvioufly point

cut the fitnefs and propriety of our rightly

uling and improving them for our own fakes,

as well as from a principle of gratitude to the

great beftower of them. No trufl, no ho-

nour, no emolument of a worldly kind, can be

appointed us, that does not draw along with,

it its peculiar duties -, and to negle(fl the

duties incidental to our fituation is to be-

tray the truft, difcredit the honour, or abufe

the advantages which are committed to us.

To negledl to ufe the means of doing good,

whether they refped the future or prefent

U 4 interefl

* " Literature is a kind of intelleflual light, which,
*' like the light of the fun, may fometimes enable us to

*' fee what we do not like ; but who would wifh to

" efcape unpleanng objeds, by condemning himfelf to

*' perpetual darknefs."

Johnfon's DilTertat. on authors, in " Mifcellaneous

and fugitive pieces." vol. ii, edit. 1774. p. 22.
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intereft of our fellow- creatures, is to prof-

titute a very facred depofit. And to a6t, in

our moral and religious capacity, as if we

were in the dark, while we are, in truth,

enlightened by a revelation of the mind and

will of God, adapted and fubmitted to our

fober reafon, appears to be the greateft ag-

gravation of mental blindnefs ; it is to hu-

mour the caprice and paffion of the moment,

at the rifk of forfeiting the animating hope

of immortal happinefs.

When revelation is faid, and it is jullly

faid, to make its appeal to reafon, it is to

be underftood that the reafoning powers of

man are exereifed without prejudice and

without partiality i in which cafe, every

judicious advocate for the truth of revelation

fhould be fatjsfied with the refult. An ap-

peal of this kind to the fober judgment of

every man is, and ought to be, final ; and

if conviction of mind fliould not voluntarily

follow fuch application, accompanied, as it

js prefumed to be, with candor and impar-

tiality, v/e are bound to maintain the in-

nocency of fuch error, becaufe it is pre-

ceded by examiriation. The prize of our

high
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high calling is nothing lefs than immortal

happinefs ; and our pretenfions are con-

feiTedly deferving of very ferious examinatioa

and attention. Our adverfaries, therefore,

ought to give a patient hearing and fedulous

inveftigation in this important affair. If

they difcharge this debt which they owe

to themfelves, it is all that we have a

right to demand from them ; but juflice

requires that they Ihould pay it to the

uttermoft farthing. Having done this, we
may have their leave to lament over the lofs

they fuflain, but have no power to put

them in pofTeffion of our faith by violence,

nor any right to make them profefs what

they do not believe.

Here let the true difciples of the blelTed

Jefus learn of him, who was meek and lowly

in heart, and they (liall find equal reft to

their fpirit. Let us love the whole race of

mankind as brethren, and if we cannot lead

a fellow-creature from that which we may
conceive to be the error of his way, by means

which will convince and edify him; let us

not, through any pretended zeal, perfecute

and harrafi him, either by any avowed or

concealed
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concealed perfecution, or by any uncharitable

opinion of him. He may be feeking the truth

as well as ourfelves, and he may be perfuaded

that he has found it, in thofe very dod:rines

which we reje6t with abhorrence. And,

finally, let me obferve, that the purity of our

own faith is not to be proved by our pro-

feffions, but by our adtual behaviour; and

the beft evidence we can produce that we are

in Chrift, is to (hew that the fpirit of Chrift

is in. us.

SERMON
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SERMON XVI.

A GENEROUS TEMPER CONGENIAL WITH
NATURE AND REVELATION.

PROVERBS XI. 24.

THERE IS THAT SCATTERETH, AND YET INCREASETH

;

AND THERE IS THAT WITH-HOLDETH MORE THAN IS

MEET, BUT IT TENDETH TO POVERTY.

How little the wifdom of Solomon is

known to the wretched Haves of avarice and

parlimony, their principles and condud:, their

chagrin, difappointment, and mifery in the

courfe of their warfare, abundantly declare.

It is the firft character of folly to facrifice

that which is eternal to that which is tem-

poral j and it is the next fo to abufe our tem-

poral polTeffions as to prevent their producing

even temporal happinefs,^and that rational en-

/joyment of them which is the moil acceptable

return to God, who gives us all that we
poffefs, and highly beneficial to ourfelves and

to
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to mankind at large, even in the prefent

world.

In refped: to this mifapplication of the

talents committed to their care, whether in

the fhape of v/eaith or other means of doing

good, men make wreck of their happinefs,

from the millaken opinion they entertain of

the nature of fuch trufts and deposits, and of

the defign, or end, for which they were com-

mitted to their hands.

Solomon abounds in aphorifms of the

foundeft wifdom ; but their force and efficacy

may ealily be defeated by the hardened heart,

or the unknown influence of evil habits.

It were no very bold undertaking to meet

the apologifts of avarice, and to engage to

defeat its ablefl: advocates upon their own

maxims and principles. They place their

happinefs in the mere poiTeffion of wealth,

without regarding any thing more than the

fecurity and increafe of it. But, what is

that which they poiTefs, that figured fome-

thing which has its relative value flamped

upon it, when they deflroy the relation it

bears to thofe comforts in human life which

It is competent to purchafe or procure ?

Were
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Were we to pollefs food and raiment, and

neither apply the one to cover, nor the

other to feed us, would they not be ufelefs

i 1 themfelves ; and would not the covetous

man himfelf defervedly condemn us ? And
yet, in what refpedl is the condud; of the

mifer more excufable ? Neverthelefs, we have

heard of thofe who have fuffered themfelves

to want the neceilaries of life in the midfl of

an abundance of means to procure them ; and

who have a(5tually perifhied from their extreme

unwillingnefs to part with that which really-

profited them nothing.

It may, indeed, be no eafy matter to con-

vince the mifer, that the bleffing of thofe

who were ready to perifh,' is an hundred-fold

return for all the difourfements he could have

made in feeding the hungry, and clothing the

naked, in giving work to the laborious, and

relief to the indigent poor. But the fordid fons

of this world need not to be told, and ought,

from motives of m.e;e policy, to recolle(51:,

that they are infafficient to their own fecu-

rity ; and that if their hands are withheld

from minillering to the afTiftance of others

the hands of others will never be extend.̂ d

to
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to alleviate their misfortunes, or to prote(5l

them from danger. Befides ; wealth can only

then promote our happinefs, when it is

applied to the commonweal of mankind by a

judicious and liberal diftribution. When it

is locked up in the coffers of its owners, it

contributes nothing to the general happi-

nefs.

If health, or peace, or contentment were

to be purchafed at a certain price, riches

would indeed be very delirable polTeffions on

thefe accounts. But the confcious refledlion

of having done all the good which it was

in our power to do will command more

ferenity of mind, more true fatisfa6tion and

joy in profperity, and more refignation under

adverfe events, than all that hoarded wealth

can give. He who binds up the broken

heart, who nurtures the negled:ed orphan,

who makes the widow's heart to ling for joy,

or who raifes the venerable head of drooping

age, through the means of his wealth, will

have reafon to be thankful that he has

been thus rich in good works. It is only in

this view, that we can add the appendages of

wealth to the beatitudes in the gofpel, and

fay,
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fay, * Blefled are the rich.' It does not, how-

ever, require opulence to perform thefe good

offices ; they are within the reach of us all

in different degrees, and we {hall all be re-

warded according as we fhall have improved,

or ufed, our feveral trufts.

When we are told fome of the melancholy

inftances of human avarice, even on the bed

of licknefs and of death, there are but two

emotions that we feel on fuch occafions -, we

are either ftruck with horror, or with pity.

We are either fhocked at the impiety of a

wretched worldling, abforbed in the contem-

plation of what he cannot poffefs any longer

;

or exprefs our pity at his folly, in fetting his

heart on the things of this world, at the

moment when he is about to take his leave of

them all.

Thefe men do indeed greatly miflake their

own interefl, and if their prejudiced minds

v/ould fuffer them to acknowledge the truth

of our text, they would cordially embrace

it : for " there is that fcattereth, and yet

" increafeth ; and there is that with-holdeth

*' more than is meet, but it tendeth to

" poverty." But the benevolent and the

avaricious
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avaricious man feparate from each other upon

the quelHon of fa6t : and until that be fettled

between them, there is no hope of perfuading

the worldly-minded man of that feemingly

Jftrange, but apoftolic and true, dod:rine, that,

** it is more bleffed to give, than to receive."

The folly of the rich man in the gofpel, who
laid up his ilores, and propofed to take his

eafe, .to eat, drink, and be merry, is more

generally admitted, than fairly applied to fimi-

lar cafes. But the narrow fpirit of the mif^r

would obje6l to all this propofed eafe and

mirth only from a principle of oeconomy j

and confequently, agree in the condemnation

of the unwife man, merely becaufe he had

been the dupe of his own vain projecfl.

The uncertainty of human life makes no

part of the argument, in this Hate of it at leaft,

for that is granted on all hands. But, let

m.e afk. With what fatisfadlion or fecurity

can the mifer look forward to the future ufe

and application of his wealth ? He may

endow an hofpital, inftitute a feminary for

learning, found an afylum for various woe

and wretchednifs, or think he has difcovered

an heir as careful as himfelf ; but the abufes

of
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df delegated trufts are infinite, and while
'* he heapeth up riches, he cannot tell who
** /liail gather them."

On the contrary ; he that fcattereth his

bounty with diicretion in his Hfe-time fhall

fee, and even reap, its increafe ; if it flow,

while yet it is his own, he- will fee its return

in the proper ufe and application of it ; and,

Gonfcious of the purity of his motives, he

Will be bleffed by the grateful hearts of thofe

whom his patronage has improved in ufeful

learning, or redeemed from mifery. ** He
** that watereth, iliall be watered alfo him-
" felf."

It is pleafing for man to think upon the

various works of his hands and fruits of his

labours, when his life hath been honourably

and ufefully fpent. We look with pleafure

on the houfe which we have built, on the

fields we have cultivated, and on the woods
v/e have planted • and he is no inconfiderable

benefador to mankind who hath made the

barren foil to bring forth, and hath produced

corn, where blade ne'er grew before. Thefe
are natural fources of great and true pleafure,

and lead to what the world calls profit alfo.

VOL. I. X But
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But how much more elevated and dignified

muft that pleafure be which arifes from our

building up living temples to religion and

virtue, from cultivating the intellectual and

future happinefs of the rational creatures of

God, and from planting in the heart of man

a juft fenfe of, and reverence for, the deity,

and a love for every virtuous pracSkice ! In

proportion to the objeCls of our purfuits,

muft be the happinefs we derive from our

efforts ', and if, from the fcenes of nature and

of art, we turn to thofe, to which a well-

dire<5ted zeal for the intereil of religion and

virtue will introduce us, we fhall receive

the applaufe, not of our caprice or paflion,

but of our reafon and reflection.

It is no fmall part of our duty to confider,

in connection with our prefent argument, how
far we ought to allow ourfelves perfonal

indulgencies which will abridge our means of

doing good, and cramp our ufefulnefs. For,.

if the exercife of an enlarged and generous

benevolence be a duty both obligatory upon

us, and productive of much happinefs, it is-

npt to be coniidered only as the employment

of what Ihall be deemed^ affluence and great

wealth.
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wealth, but of a proper portion of every

man's fubftance. How much every man's

means amount to, as it would be impertinent

for another to conjedture, fo it would be

uncertain even for himfelf to calculate with

precilion. But the opportunities of doing

good are fo many and various, (and in none

more fuccefsfully than by our example,) that

the talents diilributed to each of us, are more

equally divided than fome dare to prefume,

or others are willing to allow.

It is well faid by the apoftle Paul, that *' the

" love of money is the root of all evil ;"* and

certainly a more general caufe of fm and folly

does not exift; for money being the medium
of attaining every other kind of property, the

love of it, in the fenfe here intended by the

apoftle, means the inordinate or unreafonable

love of the world, and the things of the

world. It is this paffion, immoderately in-

dulged, that calls for every gratification, and

leads to the commiflion of every thing that

is difpleafing to God, and hurtful to our

fellow-creatures. It tempts the though tlefs

man to ri(k the happinefs of a future and

X 2 everlailing
* J Tim, vi. 10.
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everkfling world for the fake of gratlhcatlons,

which, when indulged, are accompanied with

the confcious knowledge of their bei-ng cri-

minal, and generally followed by reiiibrfe.

What is it, let me afk, but this immoderate

and criminal love of the world that prevents a

great part of mankind from feeing the truth as

it is in the gofpel of Jefus ; and difcourages

another large portion of them from profeffing

it ? What is it, but this blind attachment to the

world, that fcduces men into the indulgence

of fenfuality, and Ihuts out from their minds

all contemplation of God and his providence?

To cite the authority of the fcriptures in

fupport of our dodrine, were to tranfcribe

every page. And, for v/hat other purpofe

were they given us than to draw our affec-

tions from the world, to regulate them by

true wifdom, and ultimately to place them

on a future and immortal life ; to give us

worthy notions of God, and to induce us

to feek to pleafe him by a life of religion and

virtue, of true piety to him, and genuine

benevolence to his creatures.

It may not be abfolutely neceffary feparately

to vindicate the concluding part of Solomon's

obfervation ; J



( 325 )

obfervation; but as it is a part of the text,

I cannot, with propriety, pafs it over altogether

unnoticed.

" There is that. withholdeth more than is

ineet, but it tendeth to poverty."

We might begin our remarks by obferving

with Solomon himlelf, that ** he that hath pity

** on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord ; and

" that which he hath given, will he pay him
" again :"* we might alio add, that he who

had improved his talent, not he who had

buried it, was to receive his own with ufury.

Thefe obfervations have been made by perfons

whofe chara(!^er will entitle them to credit

;

they are alfo founded in found reafon, and con-

tribute their teftimony to prove, that " with-

holding more than is meet tendeth to poverty."

Many fuppofed cafes might be put where

this would literally come to pafs, though the

fpirit of the fentiment difdains to be confined

to the literal lignification of the words.

To withhold more than is meet, or proper,

implies a relu(5lance to employ any part of

our worldly treafure in any way that will not

infure re-payment in kind. But it fo happens

X 3 that

* Prov. xix. 17,
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that benevolence makes many fuperior re-,

turns. While wealth is employed in gene-

roufly relieving the wants and neceflities of

others, it may purchafe a friend againft a

reverfe of fortune. From the inftability of

worldly property we might produce many in-

ftances where a fmall, but fealbnable, relief

of virtuous indigence, has been repaid with

confiderable intereft. The unjuft, bat provi-

dent, fteward faw the policy of having fbme

reverfionary claim on his lord's debtors ; and

it is not his villany, but his wifdom, which

is commended in our chriflian fcriptures.

We muft all have obferved many occafions,

where parfimony has proved bad ceconomy.

The remark is founded in truth and experience ^

and is undifputed, except by thofe to whom it

may occalionally be applied.

When the hufbandman foweth his feed,

he commits it to the foil and the feafon ; but,

generally fpeaking, according as he foweth,

he reapeth. Not lefs fruitful are thofe gene-

rous deeds, which the right-hand maketh

not known unt • the leftj nor lefs grateful

they who receive fuccour from the hands of

munificence. It is certain that a good judg-

ment
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ment in difcriminating the proper occafions

and objedis of liberality, will greatly extend

its eiFedts ; and that the mere circumftance of

the manner of giving, may make impreffions

which will double the obligation in the

mind of the receiver, and, at the fame time,

may greatly tend to excite an honeft applica-

tion of the bounty to the purpofes for which

it was intended.

Let us confine our views to the promotion

of religion and virtue, and to the relief of thofe

who are really neceffitous, and we fhall not be

refponfible for the iflue of our endeavours:

The charge of ingratitude has been frequently

brought againft thofe who have fhared in the

liberality of others, but it has often arifen

from our over-rating the obligation we may

have conferred, or from our fubfequently can-

celling it. The fatal confequence of our own

mifapprehenfion or mifcondudt in thcie re-

fpe6ls is, that we abate in our good opinion

of mankind, and, by a coldnefs not natural to

us, injure the fineft feelings of which we are

capable, and wholly retire within ourfelves j and,

when felfifhnefs occupies our minds, we Ihall

ceafe not only to be generous, but to be juft,

X 4 Although
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Although it be faid, and truly faid, that ** no

** man liveth to himfelf," he may notwith-

ftanding, live lefs to others than his abilities,

his fortune, or opportunities of doing good

may properly admit. In cherifliing, therefore,

the odious fpirit of feliifhnefs, a man will

probably defeat his befl and greateft intereft,

and will only fucceed in making' himfelf

anfwerable for the criminality of his intention.

We are fo happily conftituted by nature, as

to be neceffarily dependent on each other, and

infdiiicient to our own comfort and happinefs.

This introduces our focial intercourfe and

mutual dependence, in which coniifts our

chief enjoyment. In cultivating this harmony

by doing every good office in our power, we

participate in the greateft delights of rational

life. How, therefore, can any individual

better employ his talents, opportunities, or

wealth, than in ftrengthening and cementing

thofe ties whic?i bind the heart of man to his

fellow-creatures by the joint cords of intereft

and affedion ! He is even juftified in this

upon the principles of his own general policy,

hecaufe, by fo doing, he confults his own in-

tereft and happinefs both here and hereafter.

Let

1
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Let us now clofe thefe general obfervations,

and feverally apply to our refpedive fituations,

the leading principle of our argument. Our

own obfervation and experience will evince

the truth of the wife-man's remark ;
** there

*' is that fcattereth, and yet increafeth ; and

** there is that withholdeth more than is

** meet, but it tendeth to poverty." May w^e,

therefore, be of the number of thofe who in-

creafe their own happinefs by promoting the

happinefs of others ; and may we never ex-

perience that diftreffing poverty which is

greatly aggravated by having withholden from

pur fellow-creatures more than is meet.

SERxMON
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SERMON XVII.

THE PROPER TEST OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH.

MATTHEW VII. 15.

BEWARE OF THOSE FALSE TEACHERS, WHO COME TO
YOU IN SHEEP'S CLOATHING, BUT INWARDLY ARE
RAVENING WOLVES.

Such is the power of truth upon the

human mind, that every adverfary finds it

neceflary to aflail it under falfe appearances

and pretences, and to attack it in difguife.

And, as it may require fome time before we
even fufpedt the hypocrite, and fome expe-

rience before we difcover and detedl the falfe-

hood of his pretenfions, it becomes us to ufc

fo much caution and prudence as to keep our

minds open to examination and convidion,

while we try the truth or fal/hood of the

doftrines taught us, by the evidence by

which they are faid to be fupported.

The
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The criterion mentioned by our lord, and

by which our judgment mufl be determined,

is the only one upon which we can rely,

** We (hall know them by their fruits."

The fruits, or confequences, of any doc-

trine do indeed conftitute not only a part,

but a very material part, of that evidence by

which it mufl be tried. The fruits, or con-

fequences, of any dodrine or opinion, mufl:

alfo be flated and fupported in the very evi-

dence by which it is proved j for If we adopt

the doctrine or opinion, and wait to difcover

its fruit in our own perfon, we may fall into

the pit prepared for us without being able to

extricate ourfelves. To be old, without de-

riving any benefit from experience, would

be to difcredit our age, and to have lived in

vain : and to adopt opinions, either fpecula-

tive or pra(5tical, without inquirj^ into the

fruit they may be expedled to bear, and the

cffedl they may be f ippofed to have on the

prefent and future happinefs of mankind, is

an unequivocal mark of the want of wif-

dom.

No man beginneth to build a houfe with-

out firft fettling the difpofition and number

of
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'of its appartments upon fuch a plan, as he

conceives, at kaft, will provide the accom-

modations he wants : and, knowing the

depth of his purfe, he ought, in juftice both

to himfelf and others, to proportion his

building according to it. In like manner,

he ought to fee the end or effecSt of the doe-

trine, in order to eflimate its credibility,

which may, in part, depend upon its utility

;

and knowing his wants, as a rational and

accountable creature of God, he ought to

conlider its fitnefs to his nature and fitua-

tion.

In mentioning here the confequences ap-

pendant to any religious do6trines or opinions^

I would not be underftood to mean to con-

lider therrt, as they affcdi ourfelves merely,

but as they affed: the truth itfelf. Neither

do I mean to fay, that we ought to conlider

whether the doftrine or principle in queftion

admits or oppofes our conformity with the

world, that is, whether it promotes or in-

jures our temporal interefi: ; but whether

the moral attributes and honour of God, or

the religion and virtue of mankind, are in-

volved in it ; becaufe no docflrine can be

true which is inconfident with the nature

of
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of God, or conti'adidtory to his elTential

attributes, or hurtful to his creature man,

whofe moral benefit is the leading objedl

of all his difpenfations.

To enumerate the various ways in which

the literal or figurative wolves here fpoken of>

may array themfelves in (heep's cloathing,

were to depidl the habits of every impoftor

;

and would be as endlefs a tafk as to recapi-

tulate the various frauds and chicanery of

thofe who are amenable to criminal juftice.

It muft fuffice to mention a few of them ;

and afterwards we muft content ourfelves

with ftating fome of the elTential charaders of

religious truth, in order to avoid the various

temptations, which falHiood and error are

continually prefenting to us in an infinite

variety of ihapes and drefies.

Falfe teachers come to us with the promife

of happinefs upon eafy terms, with con-

fidence in the approbation of heaven, and

countenanced, as they fay, by extraordinary

and fpecial illumination; fometimes they

pretend to be fupported by a claim to anti-

quity i and fometimes they are fandtioned by

numbers, by the influence of education, and

by the legal approbation of the Aate.

(I.) We
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(l*) We fay, happinefs in this life is the

reward of a virtuous courfe ; and happinefs

in the future world is affured to us, in the

gofpel of Jefus Chrift, upon our fincere

repentance and amendment. But, when

happinefs in this world is made compatible

with very relaxed morals, and happinefs in

the next is held out to us as purchafed and

fecured only by the death of Chrift, and he

is made a literal facrifice for our Ijns to an

offended God -, our teachers, be they who
they may, appear to violate every principle

of juftice in nature, and obtrude their own
crude and indigefted conceits in the place of

revelation. When, to this, they add the

notion of a perfonal expiation by verbal con-

feflion and penance, the outrage againll

common fenfe becomes almoft too grofs to

admit of fober refutation : but, how many
are fo blind as not to fee the folly of fuch

tenets, and fo deaf as not to hear the word

of exhortation, and to think for themfelves !

(2.) Falfe teachers, like unfkilful em-

pirics, apparently ailume a confidence in

proportion to their ignorance. It is won-

derful how much faith the multitude will

beftow
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beftow on him who claims it with fom^

peremptorinefs, although he inay have no

other title to it, than what he derives from

his own confidence. The rational chriftian

will unite ditridence with candor, but the

enthufiaft will hazard his iyftem on his own

confident afl'urance and the levere reprobation

of that of others. We need not be long in

afcertaining which of the two fliall have the

greater number of difciples. It is fo much

eafier to join in a profeffion of faith than in

a rule of prad;ice ; fo much eafier to follow

pafiion than to be governed by reafon -, the

ftrength of voice will fometimes fo much pre-

vail againfl fcrength of underfianding, that

the enthufiall is frequently accompanied by

hundreds of followers, while the ferious,

humble and rational chrifiian fhalloccafionally

find himfelf almoft a folitary individual m
his rational and fcriptural faith.

(3.) Thefe warm zealots alfo not fcU

dom make loud pretences to extraordi-

nary and fpecial illumination ; they tell us

of their having icen vilions and dreamed

dreams. But with what proofs are thefe

claims accompanied ? Without wdtnefies j

without any occafion for fuch interpofition ;

without-
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without the evidence of miracles or pro-

phecy, we are called upon to receive thefe

teachers as fpecial miniflers from the mofl:

high. It is not for us to impute all this to

art and hypocrify ; but we fhall be guilty of

no breach of charity to afcribe it to a

diftempered imagination.

('4.) Sometimes the faith and doctrines

tendered to us lay claim to antiquity. As
chriftians, we know no higher antiquity than

the miniftry of our mafter -, and whatever

dodtrines we fliall be perfuaded are to be

found in the gofpel, we fhall do well to

adopt them : but an antiquity that has

reference only to the rx.otions of the fathers

and early chriftians will as frequently prove

the early corruption, as the genuine purity, of

the chriftian faith ; and will exhibit no better

authority for fuch faith and dodrine, than if

they were im mediately derived from the church

of Rome, of England, or of Scotland, or any

other human fyftem, calling itfelf chriftian.

(5.) Sometimes thefe teachers will infift

much upon the great numbers who have

received their faith, and the numerous con-

verts which their own preaching has made.

The time has been, when the notion that the

VOL. I. Y fun
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fun moved round the earth prevailed uni-

verfally, but this famenefs and universality of

opinion were no proofs of the truth of the fad:,

as later difcoveries have abundantly demon-

flrated. The fame obfervation may be made

with refpedto religious doctrines; the time has

been, when roman-catholics would not keep

faith with thofe whom they pronounced here-

tics, but that period, we trufc, is wearing away,

if not already gone paft ; for a great nation

who profefs that perfuafion, have preceded

protectants in giving the rights of citizenfliip

to all defcriptions of religionifts. In the courfe

of this progrellive change in the opinion of the

chriflian church on this fubjed, from in-

tolerance tochriftian benevolence, the m.ajo-

rity have been, at different times, on both

fides of the queftion, and confequently the

truth and judice of neither are aiteded by

the argument of numbers.o

(6.) In addition to the plea of numbers, wc

frequently hear of the influence of education,

but thefe, united, afford no better reafon

than the former, why we fhould not fufpedt,

and carefully examine, any do(flrine. They

arc both blind guides, or bad reafons when

infilled upon by other guides. The in-

fluence
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fluence of education is determined by that

which, in common fpeech, we call *' chance,'*

and may be on the fide of truth, or may be

on the fide of faldiood.

(7.) The lail; circumftance which I

mentioned, as being aliumed by falfe

teachers, was the legal approbation of the

ftate. Perhjips this is, of all others, the

word criterion, or teft, whereby to deter-

mine truth from fal/liood. We might ob-

ferve that the bribes held out by every eda-

blifhment are more than fufficient to induce

a fufpicion that even in the eftimation of the

ftate itfelf, the fyftem adopted would not be

able to fupport itfelf by reafon and argu-

ment. But we need not confine ourfelves to

this jufl caufe of fufpicion, for all Hates

have an equal capability of difcerning the

truth, and an equal right to determine it.

In the exercife of this difcernment and this

right, it has fo happened that fcarcely any

two churches have agreed together. Reli-

gious truth differs very much in feveral mat-
ters refpedting what is called the catholic

faith, and in confequence of fuch difference,

it is one thing at Rome, another at Paris,

Y 2 and
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and a third at Madrid ; in the fame manner

the protedant faith is one thing at Berlin,

another at London, and a third at Edin-

burgh. Each church aflumes infallibiUty,

in terms impHed or expreffed, but none of

them are pofTciTed of it. Each condemns

the other, though each ought to (liew kind-

nefs and charity to all.

Let us now briefly ftate fome of the ef-

fential charadlers of religious truth, in order

to avoid . the various temptations which

fallliood and error are continually prefenting

to us in fo great a variety of appear-

ances.

The fources and the evidences of religious

truth are two, reafon and revelation. Na-

tural religion will lead us to confider the at-

tributes of God in that light, which will

inftrudl us in our duty to that great and good

Being, who called us into exiftence, who

fuftains the univerfe by his power, and gives

us every thing we enjoy. And when we con-

fult revelation, we fhall there read our obliga-

tion to obey the will of God, and fee our

advantage in difcharging it, confirmed by

the preaching of the blelTed Jefus. The

duties
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duties which natural religion fuggefts, reve-

lation enjoins ; what our confciencewhifpers

to every man, the gofpel proclaims aloud.

Some of thofe truths which natural religion

tells us are probable, will appear to be

written with a fun-beam in the religion of

Jefus Chrift.

The evidences of chriflianity are not deli-

vered with a glare and fplendor which run

away with the underftanding, but are held

out to us for our cool, candid, anddifpaf-

fionate deliberation ; they folicit and wait

our examination before they alk our alTent,

The queftion, whether Jefus is the Chrill,

is a caufe to be determined by the reafon,

not by the paffions, ofmen ; and his religion

points out the ways of peace and pleafantnefs

in this world, and gives an aiTurance of im-

mortal happinefs in the world to come, to

the virtuous and good.

The truth of revelation muft be tried and

determined by reafon ; even thofe who are

fo very ftrenuous to preclude the exercife of

oiir reafon in judging of the truth of revela-

tion, make ufe of their reafon in urging

their objedions, and appeal to ours to pre-

Y 3 vail
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vail with us to rejedl the golpel. There is,

however, no other power, or faculty, or

means whatever, to decide upon its preten-

fions. Upon no other account are we

obliged to abide the iiTue. In fuch trial, it is

effentially necelTary to the eftabliiliment of

its credit that we review the credentials, and

inveftigate the authority, of the great teacher

of it. And upon this fingle queftion, in its

proper extent, we fhould not only com-

mence, but may clofe, the evidence; for to

inquire whether Jefus preached by a divine

authority, virtually includes every evidence

by which we can eftabliih the truth of the

difpenfat'on.

Is the objedt of his million worthy of the

authority, by which he declares he ads,

and are the means adequate and fuitable to

that objeft ? Are the dodrines and precepts

which he teaches becoming a meflenger from

God to preach to man ; are they calculated

to improve the heart as well as to inform

the head ; are they accommodated to the

capacity of man, to underfland, and to his

ability to perform them ? Does this extraor-

dinary perfon produce all thofe external evi^

dences

1
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dences of his miilion which the nature of his

oliice requires ; does he confirm his cha-

rader by miracles wrought upon proper and

adequate occalions, and confined to benevolent

a(!tions 5 and have his prophecies been ful-

filled ? Does his life correfpond with his

precepts, and has his refurredion received full

proof ? Admitting thefe inquiries to be

anfwered in the affirmative, what reafonable

perfon, (and to fuch only I would be fup-^

pofed to put thefe queftions,) what reafon-

able perfon, I fiy, will hefitate to declare

that Jefus is the Chrirl;, and that he is rifen

from the dead ?

If we advance further, and find that the

hiftory of this man's life and dodrine has

been impartially written by very faithful

hiftorians, in a plain and artlefs narrative of

his words and adlions, and not in the mere-

tricious garb of poliflied periods, aided by

learning and fophiftry, prote<5led by a legal

eftablifhment, and countenanced by the vul-

gar great. If, I fay, we read the hiftory of

the holy Jefus, thus related, and furRciently

corred: in all great matters, without vainly

looking for marks of infpiration in every

Y 4 phrafe
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phrafe and fyllable, (which is neither pre^

tended by the hiftorians, nor necelTary, to

eftabUfh their credit,) we fhall have abundant

and very fatisfadory evidence upon which we

may determine, each of us for himfelf, on the

divine authority of the gofpel. The fame

evidence, in any other cafe, would be con-

fidered as demonftration ; and on much lefs

evidence we admit the truth of the hiftories

of the greek and roman writers.

If WG regard the chriflian religion as a

rational and coniiftent revelation, perfecfting

and eftablifhing the principles of natural re-

ligion, we fhall do well to confider the

gofpel as the touchftone of the truth or falfe-

hood of every religious opinion, and of the

relative importance of each refped:ively.

In fuch cafe, we ought to take this book for

our guide, and to reject all fchemes which

come {hort of it, or go beyond what is there

written, or which contradid: it, unlefs they

are fupported by fuperior teftimony ; and

turn neither to the right-hand, nor to the

left, in accommodation to the judgment or

opinions of others. We have our law, and

by that law we ought to rule ourfelves. Our

reafon
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reafon was deiigned to determine our reljVlon

;

and if, in fome rare inflance, any one Should

unhappily be led to rejed the pure gofpel of

Chrifl:, after a fair and full examination, it

were far more honourable that he fhould

renounce it, than that he fhould continue

in the merely external profefhon of it, from
confiderations of temporal interefii, or be

compelled by violence fi'cm any quarter, to

declare his aiTent to it.

If now, my brethren, we were, under the

impreffion of thefe reflcv^lions, to try by
thefe rules, the dogmatical and fanciful

theology of many enthufiafts, and even of
all the eftablifhments upon earth which are

fandioned by time, by numbers, and by
law, how foreign and unconneded will it

appear to be with the gofpel of Chrift, from
which its patrons, however, pretend to de-

rive it

!

The chriftian docSlrines are few, but af-

furedly they are important, and deferving of
our moft ferious attention, and, when re-

ceived from convidion, will produce their

proper fruit in giving us peace on earth, and
happinefs in heaven.

But
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But I prefs them no further than to re-

queft your attention to them. It is your

dutv finally to determine for yourfelves*

And, therefore, my heart's defire is, that

you may ePiabiifli yourfelves in the truth as

it is in Jefus, and that, confequently, you

may walk as he walked in all your inter-

courie with God and with each other.

You have your new Teftament in your

hands, which is the ftatute-book of our law

;

try, therefore, by the contents of that

volume, the dodrines and precepts of every

teacher, thofe in this place by no means

excepted. With this book in your hands,

or rather in your head and heart, ufe your

own unbiased understanding, according to

the meafure and means afforded to each, and

you cannot fail to difcover every impoftor,

and to be able to repel thofe wolves who

may come to ycu in fbeep's cloathing.

SERMON
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SERMON XVIIL*

CHRIST THE DELIVERER OF MANKIND.

I PETER III. l8.

CHRIST ALSO HATH ONCE SUFFERED FOR SINS, THE JUST
FOR THE UNJUST, (THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GOD,)

BEING PUT TO DEATH IN THE FLISH, BUT QUICKENED
BY THE SPIRIT,

In the commemcration of particular

events, it is exped:ed that our endeavours to

explain the v^'^ord of God fhould be directed

to fuch parts of the chrlilian dodrine and

inftrudlion, as may be peculiarly appropriated

to the folemnity of the day. And indeed, to

do otherwife would be to divert the minds

of the hearers from that fubjecfl, to the con-

fideration of which they (hew themfelvespre-

vioufly difpofed by their attendance.

The obfervance, however, of particular

days and feafons, except the lord's-day, is

of no further obligation than as our own in-

clinations may difpofe us. The fetting apart,

therefore,
* Preached on Good-Friday.
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therefore, a portion of the prefent day is

in us a merely voluntary atfllon, and judged

to be only fo far expedient, as each of us

may determine for himfelf.

The hiftory of the appropriation of the

prefent feafon to fuperflitious purpofes would

be a long, and no pleafant labour. And as

we are not difpofed to concern ourfelves in

fuch abufe of it, it is needlefs to recite how

high it is marked in the roman calendar, or

how much has been infilled concerning it, by

fome ill-judging and inconfiflent proteftants,

even fo late as in our own times.

Suffice it, for our purpofe, to attach our-

felves to the rational dodrine of the gofpel,

without regard to the fuperflitious and en-

thuliallic conceits of gloomy or vilionai-y

men ; and to labour to draw from that large

andinexhauflible fpring of living waters the

reafonable hope, the refrefhing comfort and

confolation which they afford.

The apofile Peter, in the courfe of his

argument to fuch of his chriflian brethren

as were then harraffed by perfecution, pro-

nounces them ** happy," if they fuffer for

** righteoufnefs-fake ;" and, accordingly,

exhorts
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exhorts them *^ not to be afraid, not to be

** troubled, but to fandify the Lord God in

" their hearts ; to be ready always to give

" an anfwer to every man that afked them
** a reafon of the hope that was in them,

** with meeknefs and reverence ; to have a

*' good confcience, that they might be

*' a(hamed, who falfely accufed their good
** converfation and behaviour as christians."

With a view to their encouragement and

fupport, in thus patiently fuiFering in the

caufe of religion and virtue, from the fcan*

dal and perfecution of their enemies, he re-

minds them of the fimilar hard treatment

which was (hewed to their mafter, whofe

difciples they profeiTed to be, and whofe

crofs they had taken up in fuch their pro-

feffion. '' For Chrift," faith the apoftle,

** alfo hath once fuffered for fins, the juft

'* for the unjuft."

It oftentimes happens, in the courfe of

the difpenfations of providence, that the holy

and the good are, in this world, neceiTarily

involved in the fufFerings and afflidlions of

the profligate and the wicked. ** The jews

who were born in Babylon might with

great
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great propriety fdy, our fathers have finned,

and we have borne their iniquities*;" that

is, Vv^e fuffer on their account. Peter alfo

ufes a (imilar phrafe when he fpeaks of our

lord's cruel and unjufl fuffer ings, " he bore

'•' our fins in his own body on the tree -}-,"

that is, as the fame apoflle explains it elfe^

where J, ''he was by wicked hands crucified

** and flaln /' and this fenfe is alfo con*-

firmed by the very context where the paflage

occurs in Peter's epiftle §.

Thus Chrift, in whom was no fin, fliared

the fate of a cruel and unrelenting perfecu-

tion, even unto death. He fuifered for, or

becaufe of, the fins of his perfecutors, but

his fuiferings were one neceflary link in the

chain of evidence of his divine commifiion,

as it fulfilled the prophecies concerning him;

and his death opened the way to the com-

pletion of that evidence by his refurredion

from the dead. Hence the fuffering of the

jufl: was, in fuch evidence, and in the illuf-

trious example it afforded of patient endur-

ing unto the end, greatly for the advantage

of

* Lam. V. 7. t 1 Pet. il. 24. t ^(Sts ii. 23.

§ See Graham's " Letters on the do61rine of atone-

" ment." 8yo, 1772. p. 61, 62.
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oF the unjafl. Hence, alfo, we acknowledge

our lord to be the means of ** bringing us

" to God," by. the certain aflurance he left

with us of a future ftate , for, ** being put

" to death in the flefli," or wholly deprived

of life, he was afterwards quickened, or

raifed again, by the fpirit, or power, of

God.

When we hear well-meaning chriftians

fpeak of their notion of two natures in Chrift,

the one divine, the other human -, and that

while he fuffered in the human, he was not

affeded in regard to his divine nature, we

are not only told a language not to be found

in the new Teflament, but a language un-

intelligible and contrary to our reafon : and

moreover the notion is fubverfive of the great

defign for which Chrifl was born -, for, on

their principles, his example and his re-

furrection ceafe to affed us, becaufe they are

not applied to one like unto ourfelves.

But we are otherwife perfuaded, I truft,

in this refpei^, and are contented to think

of Chrift, according as he fpake of himfelf,

and agreeably to what his apoilles have left

written
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written concerning him j and have diverted

ourfelves of former prejudices, where fuch

have once prevailed. Inftead, therefore,

of fuch an artincial, mock fuffering, as

is fuppofed by fome, and which favours more

of impofture than of truth j we confider

Jefus Chrifi: to have died on the crofs, in

obedience to the will of his heavenly father;

and, by fuch death, to have afforded us the

moll perfect and animating example of pa-

tiently bearing the difpenfations, and fub-

niitting to the good-pleafure of God to the

end of our lives. And, in his following

refurre6tion, we confider almighty God, not

only to have eftablifhcd the truth of Jefus's

miffion, but to have ftrengthened our mo-

tives to an holy and virtuous life, by a^uring

us of a refurred:ion to happinefs and immor-

tality in a future world.

In addition to, as it were, rather than in

the place of, thefe plain and obvious truths,

a large body of chriflians maintain, that

the fufFerings and death of Chrifi: become

a ftrid and proper atonement and fatisfadion

to God for the fms of the whole world j

that by his death, he difcharged the debt of

fin.
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fin, and appeafed the difpleafure of God to-

wards his offending creatures; and that by the

facrifice of himfelf he made a full, fufficient,

and complete fatisfadion to the juftice of

the judge of the whole world.

Thefe fentiments, however, appear to be

at equal variance with the revealed word of

God, with the religion of nature, and with

our own common-fenfe,

A few general expreflions in the fcriptures,

fome wholly miftaken, and others, which

are highly figurative, being underftood in a

literal fenfe, have occafioned thefe hafty

judgments of men concerning the chriftian

difpenfation, as they refpedively refer to the

one only giver of all good, and the inilru-

ment he ufed in the promulgation of his

will.

We will take notice here of fome few g^l

the paflages in the new Teftament, which

are fuppofed to exprefs the common notions

of the dodrines of atonement and fatis-

fkdion in the flrongeft terms, in order that

we may do the more impartial juftice to the

tjruth and confifteacy of the gofpel.

VOL. I. . Z
~

The
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The evangelift Matthew fays, " Chrift

** gave his life a ranfom for many*." The

apoftle Paul fpeaks ftill more extenfively,

faying, " He gavehimfelf a ranfom for allf

.

In both thefe paflages, as alfo elfewherej,

though not in all places§, our tranilators

have rendered the greek prepofition, [covl^] by

the word *' for," or " on account of ;" mean-

ing thereby, that Chrift gave himfelf, or died,

for the benefit or good of mankind, by the

confirmation which he gave to the glorious

gofpel he was appointed to preach ; not that

he died in the room of many, or in the room

of all, as their fubftitute, and in lieu of them.

It fhould be obferved alfo that the original

words
II,

tranflated by the words, ** ranfom,

*' and deliverer," are ufed metaphorically, and

are very reafonably fuppofed to allude to the

cuftom of redeeming flaves, or captives takea

in war, and had been better tranflated by

iaying, he gave his life a deliverance or re-

leafe, (i. e. a medium of effeaing deliverance

or

• Matt XX. 28. t I Tim. il. 6. % Heb. xii. 2,

§ Sec " Theolog. Repof." vol. i. p. 2io.

H
Avlgov Matt. XX. 28, and Mark x. 45, and ?»i.V«?.

Ads vii. 35.
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or releafe,) in behalf of many. In analooy to

this cuftom ofredeeming flaves, chriftians are

faid to be ** bought with a price ; and re-

*' deemed not with filver and gold, but with
*' the blood of Chrift*." Neverthelefs his

blood is, in thefe expreflions, no otherwife

confidered as the price of our redemption,

than as his endeavours to reform the world

coft him his life.

In the fame fenfe, we under/land our

text, " the juft fuffered for theunjull:," not

inftead of them, but in their behalf, and

as an inducement, that feeing the truth

of the gofpel thereby eilablifhed, they might

be prevailed upon to obferve the conditions

whereon the promifes of it were madej for

their fakes, as well as his own, it was expe-

dient that he fliould be made perfect through

fufferings.

Again ; when the apoflle Paul fpeaks of
our " being juftified by the blood of
** Chriflf ;" he means our being juftified

Z 2 upon

* I Cor. vi. 20, vii. 23. I Pet. i. 18, 19. and fee

" Theo. Repof." vol.i. p. 2C6—211. and " Graham's
** Letters on atonement." p. 34—36.

t Rom. V. g,
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upon the terms of that new and better cove-

nant, of which his blood or death is confi-

dered as the ratification. Thus, the mofaic

covenant was ratified with blood, which was

"fprinkled upon the people, in teftimony of

their refolution to regard jwhat God had en-

joined ; in allufion to which Peter mentions

** fprinkling of the blood of Jefus*."

So alfo the phrafes of ** Chrifl's giving

" himfelf for us dying for us, dying for our

** offences, bearing our fins, and fhedding his

** blood for us," or on our account ; all thefe

exprefs his great benevolence and affedion

for the human race, and they neither ex-

prefs nor imply more. For, in like maa-

ner, Paul flates our fuffering for him ;
** for

" unto you," fays he, ** it is given in the

*' behalf of Chrift, not only to believe in

** him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake-f."

When Chrift is faid to be a *' propitiation

" for our fins," to be " facrificed for us," and

the

* I Pet. i, 2. See Graham's " Letters on atone-

ment." p. 53, 54.

t Philip, i. 29. See alfo, Graham's " Letters oa

atonement," p. 56, 7. I
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the like, it fhould be confidered that the jewifli

facrifices, from whence thefe words were

probably borrowed, were not underftood to

be expiatory, but declarative of the peniten-

tial mind of the facrificer -, fo the fufferings

of Chrift were not fo properly, the procur-

ing means, as the renewed declaration of

God by him of pardon and forgivenefs

upon repentance.

To thefe obfervations it fhould be added

that throughout the whole new Teftament

no mention is made of God being reconciled

to finners ; but the whole tenor of the chrif-

tian fcriptures is uniformly diredted to per-

fuade finners to be reconciled to God by fin-

cere repentance and amendment of life.

If we now confult the religion of nature,

we fhall find the generally received dodlrine

of atonement and fatisfadion to be utterly

repugnant to it. The religion of nature

every where declares the creator of the

world to be good, and kind, and jufl, the

punifher of the wicked, and the rewarder of

them who do well ; but in the dodlrine of

atonement, we fhall, in vain, look either

Z 3 for
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for goodnefs, kindnefs, or juftice. It is a

dodrine, which, with its appendages, hath

made many men openly rejed the faith of

the gofpel, and confequently contributed

very largely to that increafe of infidelity

which has followed the impofition of doc-

trines by human authority.

In the religion of nature we are direded to

look up to a merciful God; but in the

dogmas of men, which have been faflened

on chrlftianity, and falfely called by her

name, we fee almighty God reprefented as

arbitrary, unjuil:, and implacable. Even

before an earthly judicature, the faintefl

conceptions of moral or political juftice will

not admit of this very inadequate and in-

efficient notion of fatisfadtion. In the ope-

ration of criminal law, ** it is, by no means,

a matter of indifference who fhall fuffer,

he that did the crime, or he that is inno-

cent of it. The' guilty muft be puniflied,

or juftice is not fatisfied, but egregioufly

perverted." Shall we then impute to

God that method of proceeding, which

would difgrace an human inftitution -, or

fhall
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{hall we not rather entertain thofe fenti-

ments concerning the divine charadter and

government, which are agreeable to natural

and revealed religion ?

Finally ; Let us confult our own under-

ftanding, and ohferve what will be the un-

biaffed report it will make upon this im-

portant queftion.

There is a ftrong propenfity in fome men

of ferious and well-difpofed minds, to defpile

all appeal to our own underftanding, as to

an infufificient arbiter on the fubjed:s ofreve-

lation ; and, in derifion, they affect fo call

it by the contemptuous appellation of " car-

** nal reafon." But, in truth, it i? no other

than ** the lamp of the Lord*," fhining in

the breafts of his creatures of mankind.

There is really no other medium whereby

we can arrive at, or afcertain, the knowledge

of the will of God, than that inteDei"^ or

reafon which he hath given us j nor can it be

employed upon any fubjeA more fuitable to

its nature and dignity, than in the contem-

plation of the word and will of God, m un-

folding his good-pleafure concerning us, and

Z 4 in

* Prov. XX, 27.
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in guiding us into that fui table and corre-

fpondent piaflice, which fhall, in the end,

meet with his approbation and acceptance.

It is only to our reje6Ving the ufe of this dif-

tinguilliing faculty of the human mind that

we owe either the admiffion or continuance

of the many monftrous figments which have

been, andflill are,called by the chriftian name.

To be required to renounce our underftand-

ing, is a poor compliment to the faith

tendered for our approbation and alTent ; fuch

treatment is in every refped: unwarrantable,

and induces very ftrong and juft fufpicion,

that the dodrines propofed will not ftand

the tefl of a candid and rational inquiry, and

are, therefore, unfit for a reafonable mind to

receive. For, furely, it is far better to re-

jedt the evidences of the chriftian religion,

after fair and full examination, than to re-

ceive them upon the idle credit of a blind

implicit faith. On this very important

queilion, it is alfo a neceflary duty, incum-

bent upon every man according to his abi-

lity and opportunity, to do juftice to himfelf,

as well as to the chriftian caufe, in order to

prevent the future reproaches of his own

mind.
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mind, and to be able to exhibit, before

God, the innocence of error.

At the fame time, I am fully perfuaded,

that there is no temper or difpofition of

mind, no outward circumftances of any

kind, which promife more peace, tran-

quillity and happinefs, than may be enjoyed

by him who has candidly inquired, and is

rationally convinced of the truth of the

chriflian religion -, and who has alfo regu-

lated his condud:, according to the example

of Chriil and the precepts of the gofpel.

Under thefe convidions and thefe habits,

we are entitled to rejoice, in this our pilgri-

mage, that Chrift died for us, becaufe, by

fo doing, he prefented himfelf a perfect

example of obedience to God, and benevo-

lence to man ; he gave the moft folemn fanc-

tion to his miniftry, and the moft fatisfadory

proof of his appointment and defignation to

the office of a divine inftrudtor of mankind.

SERMON
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SERMON XIX.

FUTURE LIFE AND HAPPINESS THE PROPER
OBJECTS OF A CHRISTIAN'S PURSUIT.

JOHN VI. 26, 27.

JESUS ANSWERED THEM (THE PEOPLE) AND SAID, VERILY,

VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE SEEK ME, NOT BECAUSE

YE SAW THE MIRACLES, BUT BECAUSE YE DID EAT OF
THE LOAVES, AND WERE FILLED. LABOUR NOT FOR
THE MEAT WHICH PERISHETH, BUT FOR THAT MEAT
WHICH ENDURETH UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE, WHICH
THE SON OF MAN SHALL GIVE UNTO YOU: FOR HIM
HATH GOD, THE FATHER, SEALED.

When the people who followed Jefus to

Capernaum found him there, they faluted

him with a mixture of impatience and cu-

riofity, faying, ** When cameft thou hither ?'*

Jefus, having very recently fed five thou-

fand perfons with five barley loaves and two

fmall fifhes, and knowing that it was that

miraculous fupply of provifion, which in-

duced them thus to follow him, anfwered

them, " Verily,verily, I fay unto you, yefeek

** me.
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" me, not becaufe ye faw the miracles, but

** becaufe ye did eat of the loaves, and were

" filled." He then proceeded to fupport and

judify this deferved reproof by a mod bene-

volent exhortation, in order to remove all

occafion for it in future, charging them

'* not to labour for the meat which pe-

'* riOieth, but for that meat which en-

•' dureth unto everlafting life, which the

•* fon of man fhould give unto them : for

** him had God, the father, fealed.

This reproof and advice were, with pe-

culiar propriety, given to thofe, to whom it

was addrefTed ; and it remains recorded in

the gofpel of John, for the inftrudion of

all the future followers of Jefus Chrift.

The exhortation to labour for the meat

that endureth unto everlafling life in pre-

ference to, and even to the negledt of, that

which perifheth, is founded in wifdom,

and may be of great advantage to us. It

cannot ^except by wilful mifapprehenfion)

be confidered as a precept, forbidding us

to pay that reafonable and proper atten-

tion to procure a decent and comfortable

provifion for ourfelves, our families, or thofe

who
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who may want our affiftance, which nature

and the ftate of fociety demand of us ; for

we have various diredtions, both in the old

and new Teftament, to provide for thofe of

our own houfliold, and to give to him that

necdeth. Mofes tells us, that God placed

man " in the garden of Eden to drefs it,

" and to keep it."* Solomon abounds with

obfervations to our purpofe :
** He that ga-

** thereth in fummer is a v^^ife fon ; but he

" that fleepeth in harveil is a fon that

** caufeth fliame."'f' " Seeft thou a man
'* diligent in his buiinefs ? he fhall iland be-

'* fore kings, he fhall not ftand before

** mean men."J " Whatfoever thine hand
** findeth to do, do it with all thy might;

** for there is no work, nor device, nor

** knowledge, nor vi^ifdom in the grave,

*• whither thou goeft." § Chrlft himfelf,

in the parable of the labourers in the vine-

yard, reproves them for *' ilanding all the

" day idle."
II

The apoftle Paul tells us

** not to be flothful in bufinefs ;"** and

reminds

* Gen. ii. 15. f Prov. x. 5.

X Prov. xxii. 29. § Ecclef. ix. 10.

H Matt. XX. ^. ** Rom. xii. 11.



( 366 )

reminds the ThefTalonians, that he '* heard

** that there were fome, who walked anions:

** them; not working at all, but being bufy-

*' bodies;" in confequence whereof he

commands and exhorts fuch, *' with all

'* quietnefs, to work, and eat their own
*' bread."*

The proper reconciliation of thefe plain

and repeated directions to labour in our re-

fpedive worldly occupations, with the an-

fwer of our lord to thofe who followed him

for the fake of the loaves and fiihes, depends

upon our giving the due preference to duties

of the firft and mofl important obligation,

and making the provifion for our temporal

wants a fecondary, inftead of a primary,

duty ; and fubordinate to our obtaining that

** meat which endureth unto everlafting

'* life." The reproof of the fcribes and

pharifees by our lord himfelf will illuflrate

this diftindtion, and juftify the preference

given to that which is mofl needful ; for

they complied with all the ceremonies of

the law, ** they paid tithe of mint, and

** anife, and cummin, but omitted the

•* weightier

* 2 ThefT. iii. ii, t2.
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*' weightier matters of the law, judgment,

" mercy, and faithfulnefs : thefe ought ye

** to have done," faid Chrift, ** and not to

** leave the other undone*."

Upon thefe high authorities, approved

by our own reafon, and confiftent with the

nature and the neceffity of the cafe, we may

very fafely prefume, that the direftion of

our lord in our text, ** not to labour for

'* the meat that perifheth," meaneth only

that we are not wholly to devote ourfelves

to the inferior concerns of the prefent life in

preference to the infinitely more important

ones of the next ; but that we fliould make it

the chief objed: of our attention, and the end

of all our labours, to fecure the, approbation

of God, and the happinefs promifed us in a

future life : rememJjering alfb, that every

endeavour to procure the meat that pe-

rifheth (our food, our raiment, and other

comforts of life) be conduded with juftice,

integrity, and honour towards others -, and

that the fruit of our labour be enjoyed with

temperance and innocence with refpedt to

ourfelves, and with kindnefs and benevolence

towards others. Neither fliould it be unob-

ferve4
* Matt, xxiii. 23.
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ferved here, that we cannot more power-

fully recommend ourfelves to the favour of

God, than by confulting the happinefs or

relieving the mifery of our fellow-creatures

;

by comforting the afflided, vindicating the

injured, or fupporting the opprefled ; by

maintaining a virtuous, and honourable con-

dud in all the ordinary occafions and inter-

courfes of human life. The fruits of a

virtuous induftry are not lefs confiderably

beneficial to the world at large, in the ex-

ample which it affords to the reft of man-

kind, than it is generally found to be to the

individuals who pradife it.

But the exhortation in the text not only

calls upon us, more efpecially, to labour for

that " meat which endureth unto everlafting

" life," but alfo to purfue the great objeds

of our chriflian profeffion for their own

fakes, without any intermixture of unworthy

motives of fecular intereft : it calls upon

us alfo to own and acknowledge the mailer,

whofe difciples we profefs ourfelves, in our

whole converfation before the world. This

exhortation calls upon us, in language ex-

preffive of the mod ferious importunity, ta

follow
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follow and obey the gofpel, as a revelation

of the will of God by a divine authority ;

and on account of its own appropriated cha-

raders, (the forgivenefs of lins upon re-

pentance and amendment, and the afTurance

of eternal life,) which are fufiicient induce-

ments to attach us to its faith, and fupport

us in its pradice.

If, in this part of our argument, it fliould

be afked. In what confifteth this " meat

** that endureth unto everlafting life ?" It

fliould be remembered that our lord further

explains himfelf by adding, that it is that

** which the fon of man will give unto you,"

which, in other words, is faying, that the

gofpel is that bread which endureth unto

everlailing life : and his authority for faying

fo is exprefsly affigned, " for him hath God,
'* the father, fealed," that is, " hath ac-

" knowledged (as a man does a writing to

*' contain his mind by fetting his feal to it)

" that God hath performed his promife of

'* fending the meffiah to inftrudt mankind,

** and hath now fent him*."

Our
* See bifhop Peaice, vol. i. on John iii. 33.

VOL. I. A a
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Our prefent inquiry purfued will finally

refolve itfelf into our doing the will of God

as revealed to us by his highly-favoured mef-

fenger and prophet Jefus Chrift ; for our

obedience to the known pleafure of our hea-

venly father is that bread which alone en-

dureth unto everlafting life. So pointedly does

Jefus exprefs himfelf on this fubjedt, and fo

intimately does he conned his name with

the duties enjoined by his dodrine, that when

the people who obferved that fome of his near

kindred were ftanding without, and defirous

to fpeak with him, he faid, *' Whofoever fhall

** do the will of my father who is in heaven,

** the fame is my brother, and fifter, and

" mother*." And again, it was his prayer

to God, that his difciples might be one as

his father and he were one f , that is to fay,

in agreement and defi^n, for his obedience

conftituted that unity which was the great

excellence and perfedion of his charader

:

an unity of defign and intention, not of per-

fon, nature, or attributes.

It now only remains to make fuch obfer-

vat'ons as will bring the application of the

fubjed home to us all.

The
* Matt. xii. 50. t John xvii. ir.
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The diftance of time, and confequent

change in the manners of the age in which

we live* from the days in which Chrift and

his apoftles preached, by no means leiTen

our obligation to pradtife the religious and

moral duties taught in the gofpel, which are

fubftantially the fame yefterday, to-day, and

for ever. They remain, from their own nature

and their immediate fitnefs to the wants of

man, of eternal obligation ; and would have

been fo, from that very circumftance, had

they never received the fandtion of a fpecial

revelation from God.

Certain duties may indeed be rendered ob-

folete by a change in the temper, or exi-

gencies, of the times. When chriftian

charity, for inftance, ihall become uni-

verfal, we (hall not be called to face, or en-

dure, perfecution. While the well-regulated

inftitutions of civil fociety are preferved, we
are not required to pofTefs all things in com-

mon. Neverthelefs, we are required to feed

the hungry, and to clothe the naked : we are

alfo expe<fled not only to be patient under per-

fecution, but to fubmit to it even unto death,

A 2, 2 for
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for the fake of the truth, when the arm of

intolerance is lifted up ngainll us.

This hofiile difpofition to all inquiry, to

every thing that is likely to prove moil fa-

vourable to religion and virtue, to all that is

truly great and good, appears, in our day, to

have been rather fmothered than totally fup-

preffed or baniflied our land. If a favourable

opportunity were to offer, it may be pre-

fumed, from fome very recent ad:s of violence,

that there yet fubfifts a malignant zeal,

diredly-contrary to better knowledge, which

would rekindle the fires of Smithfield in one

fhape or other. For there are calumniat-

ing and ftarving, as well as burning inquiii-

tions ; and thofe who are capable of bafely

robbing another of his well-earned laurels in

the caufe of truth and liberty, or of defam-

ing a fair and blamelefs charader, would (hew

little averfion to burning his body, under

the hypocritical pretence of faving his foul,

if the laws of his country would barely over-

look the outrage.

But, if we may be allowed to fuppofe this

indelible dilgrace to the chriftian name to be

abated, men will be more fparingly called

forth
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forth to refifl the effuftons of bigotry. And,

we trufl that we have furvived the laft dying

ftruggle of anti-chriftian intolerance; and

that the influence and fuccefs of the gofpel,

which is gradually meliorating the fpirit, and

correding the temper of mankind, will con-

vert bigotry into charity j and, by the exten-

fion of its light, will difpel all darknefs and

prejudice from the human mind.

Let us, however, learn true wifdom from

the conduct of our enemies, and avoid thofe

rocks on which they have made fo great a

fhipwreck. The fpirit of perfecution mud:,

in the firft place, never be fuffered to arife

in our own breafts : and, for our own fakes,

ought to be continually and carefully watched

in others.

But to return. Our text requires of us

that our motive to the reception of the gof-

pel as a revelation from God, (hould be the

iimple convidtir.n ^ four own minds, and in-

dependent of the confequences, whether fuch-

our reception of the chriftian faith involve

us in the lofs of the favour and countenance

of the world, or even draw upon us its.

higheft refentment and difpleafure.

A a 3 When
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When we obferve a ftream of water to

run clear, we particularly fuppofe that the

fpring from whence it flows is pure and clear

alfo. It is the fame with the faith, the doc-

trines, and the precepts of the gofpel, which

together are called the ** living water," or

** a well of water fpringing up into everlaft-

** ing life; and whofoever drinketh of this

" water," pure and unadulterated, " fhall

*' never thirft * :" but intermixed and pol-

luted with the dodrines and commandments

of men, this draught naufeates the tafte, con-

founds the underftanding, and deftroys the

health of thofe who drink of it.

If, therefore, we apply to the word of

God, with the honeft intention of being

di reded by it, we (liall be pure in our motive

and more corredl in our pracftice, becaufe our

minds will be detached from all foreign and

unworthy confiderations, and we fhall be

influenced by the uncorrupted authority of

the original records of our religious faith,

and the befl guide of our lifce Our princi^

pies, by being Angle and unconneded with

any pretended collateral affiftance from de-

vices

* John iv. 10. &c.
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vices of merely human invention, will be equal

' to our fupport in all the trials and contiidts,

to which the prefent fcene of things {hall

cxpofe us.

Again. The diftindion between the im-

portance of the meat which periiheth, and

that which endureth unto everlafting life, is

a diftindion, which, (if we admit the autho-

rity by which it is made, that is to f^y, if

we admit that the christian difpenfation has

aflured us of a future llate of happinefs and

mifery according to diftributive juflice,)

fliould not only attach us to the fervice of

virtue, but fix us, immoveably, in the fchool

of true religion, whofe ways are ways of

pleafantnefs, and whofe every path is peace.

This general fyftem ** hath God, the fa-

** ther, fealed." We may obfervc both in

the univerfal courfe of nature and in the

chriftian revelation, that virtue and happi-

nefs are ultimately leagued together, and are

nearer than fiflers to each other. Confcious

integrity of heart and mind produces infi-

nitely greater comfort and joy than all that

the world has to give, or pretends to ofi^er,

as its price. It is a cafile and a bulwark

A a 4 that
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that nothing but madnefs or folly will at-

tack, and which will equally refift the moft'

promifing and moft daring aflaults. The

heart of man, confidered as the feat of animal

life, may be wounded from a thoufand ex-

ternal caufes, but, as the citadel and fortrefs

of religion, virtue, and honour, is impreg-

nable from every enemy without, and canT

not be taken unlefs furrendered by treachery

within. Remember, therefore, the repeated

advice and exhortation of Solomon. Let us

diligently ** keep the commandments of

** God*," let us ** write them upon the

" table of our hearts
-f*

; retain his words J,

** and bind them continually about us § -,"

let us ** keep our heart with all diligence
|| ;

*' and guide it in the way** ;" or how fhall

we be able to *' give it unto religion, or let

*' our eyes obferve her ways -f-f-
?"

In the language of the pfalmift, let us

*' praife the Lord with our whole hearts, and

** fhew forth all his marvellous v/orks JJ."

Let

* Prov. iii. I, f Ibid. iii. 3. and vii. 3.

X Ibid. iv. 4. 21. § Ibid. vi. 21.

jl
Ibid. iv. 23, ** Ibid, xxiii. 19.

tt Ibid, xxiii 26, %% Pfalm ix. i.
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Let us refolve, with Jofhua, to fear the

Lord and ferve him in fincerity and in truth,

and put away the gods which our fathers

ferved. Let us come to this determined con-

clulion in reference to the great firft caufe of

all things, and unite w^th the prophet of

old in declaring, ** as for me and my houfe

*' we will ferve the Lord /* and with the

people, in their anfwer, ** The Lord our

** God will we ferve, and his voice will we
*^ obey *."

* Jofhua xxiv. 14, 15, 24.

SERMON
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SERMON XX.

THE SHORTNESS OF HUMAN LIFE.

JOB XVI. 22.

WHEN A FEW YEARS ARE COME, I SHALL GO THE WAY
WHENCE I SHALL NOT RETURN.

When Job was opprefTed Avith his vari-

ous and fucceffive afRidions, he appears to

have had recourfe to thefe two principles

;

a truft and confidence in God that he would

deliver him from, or fupport him under, the

weight of his burthen ; and a fatisfadlion in

the fpeedy clofe of human life, which would

conclude his fuiferings, and releafe him from

the cruel and unrelenting hands of his per-

fecutors.

Both
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Both thefe principles are important in

themfelves, and in their confequences. A
trufl: and confidence in God is the main flay

of the chriftian's hope and fecurity >, thefe

will fuftain his fpirit, and animate him to

encounter all the confiidls in which he may

be engaged in this world* with the fortitude

that becomes the foldier and fervant of Jefus

Chrift, who, over-looking things that are

temporal, contemplates thofe things which are

eternal. And whenever the animal fpirits

are feeble and ** brought low through op-

** preilion, afiiidion, andforrow*," with how

friendly an eye do we behold the fliort fpan

of human life, and the winged fpeed with

which it pafles away ! When the mind is

borne down with trouble, it will naturally

droop ; but when enlightened by the chrif-

tian faith, it will look forward with compla-

cency, unmixed with impatience or re-

proach, to that gcal whither we are all tra-

velling, and contemplate, with pleafure, that

reft from labour and fcrrow which charac-

terizes the lilent grave, the intermediate

* Pfalm cvii. 39.
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dwelling of the fons of men, between their

death and rerurre<^ion. This expectation,

neverthelefs, will not induce one faithful

difciple to defert his poft of duty in the

courfe of his chriflian warfare, but will excite

him to fobriety and watchfulnefs throughout

his fervice.

The (liortnefs of human life, even at its

mofl extended period, and the uncertainty

of the time of our death, however fami-

liarized by repeated obfervation in lefTons of

religious inftrudtion, and by the inftances of

mortality which every day brings to our

knowledge, are fa(fls that deferve our ferious

attention.

But it is one of the paradoxes incident to

the fallibility of our nature, that while the

do(ftrine of the mortality of man mofl:

forcibly prefles upon him the wifdom of

a preparation for a future and more endur-

ing ftate, he oftentimes perverfely applies

this very argument to the more fpeedy and

efFedtual provilion for the prefent life. It

is, perhaps, becaufe we too frequently pre-

fume upon the prefent time as our own, and

fuppofe
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fuppofe that which appears to be at a dif-

tance may never come ; and becaufe the

objedls of fenfe are at hand, and thofe of

refledlion are beyond the intervening ages

ofunconfcious fleep,thatwc impofe thus upon

ourfelves. But, under fuch delufion, what

becomes of the proper effed of our chriftian

profeflion, which tells us, that the morning of

the refurredion will unite with the clofing

fcene of this life, and appear as the dawning

of the riiing fun upon the face of renewed

nature ?

The mortality of man is a fa(5t, which

is undifputed ; but the improvement of this

difpenfation ought afTuredly to have rc-

fpecl to that future and enduring world,

for which the prefent is only a ftate of pro-

bation. Inftead of this, the temporal

fehemes of men, their projecSts, their la-

bours, their prudence, (as they falfely term

it,) are too frequently direded to objeds

which both commence and end with the

perilhing fcene before us, and bring no

other confequence with them, but that of

diverting, or wholly detaching, our minds

from
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from more noble purfuits ; purfuits, more

worthy of us as reafonable beings, and as

chriftlans.

With how much more pains and avidity

may we obferve men to labour for the bread

that feedeth the body, than to inquire

into the will of God, although to know

and to obey his good pleafure is truly

the bread of everlafting life ! How much
more felicitous are we about our perfonal

accommodations for this our earthly ta-

bernacle, than in preparing ourfelves for

the inhabitancy of *' an houfe not made
*' with hands, eternal in the heavens !*

How much more anxious about our trea-

fures in this world, which, neverthelefs, in

our dcarefl and ncareft friends, are fubjedt

to feparatlon and death -, and in our other

polleilions, may be deflroyed by ** moth and .

*' ruft, which will corrupt, or by thieves,

*' who may break through and ileal, "-f* than

in accommodating our own tempers to the

fluduations and viciflitudes of this life, or

qualifying ourfelves for the enjoyment of

the happinefs of the next

!

Thefe

.* 2 Cor. V. I. t Matt. vi. 19, 20.
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Thefe obfervatioiis, however, (liould only

be coniidered as applicable to our prefent

argument, when we give an undue preference

to the things of this world, and are difpofed

to facrlfice good principles and fair profpeds

in order to obtain them. For the ordinary

bufinefs and duties of life fliould be attended

with chearfulnefs and affiduity, becaufe they

miniiler not only to our neceffities, but to

the reafonable enjoyment of the comforts of

the world : and fome attention to thefe con-

cerns promotes a more general fpread of the

like bleffings to others, by clothing the

naked and feeding the hungry through the

means of that labour which preferveth the

virtue of their minds, and the health of their

bodies. Every exertion of this fort is uling

the good things of this world in the way

intended by the great beftower of them ; it

is to promote virtue and happinefs among

his rational creatures, while we at the

fame time enlarge our own. In this view,

the encouragement of the arts, the improve-

ment of agriculture, and the extendon of trade

and commerce, diffufe bleilings through-

out the whole circle of fociety; bleffings,

which



( 385 )

which are not confined to thele temporal

comforts, but enlarge the mind, improve

the heart, and break forth in thankfulnefs

to God, and in rendering the mofl ac-

ceptable return to him by doing good to his

creatures.

It is, indeed, a tafk of fome difficulty to

fay to ourfelves, in refped to any v/orldly

paffion, thus far will we go and no further :

and it is equally difficult for any man to pre-

fcribe the precife boundary for another in this

refped, becaufe fo much depends upon the

peculiar fltuation and circumftances of the

individual. The utmoffc length, therefore,

to which general inftrudion can proceed, is

the ellablifliment of general principles : the

degree of particular attention we ought to

give to the things of this world, muft be

referred to the particular iituation and cir-

cumftances of every man.

Certain it is, that feveral very principal

duties of man may be purfued to that ex-

treme which will include or interfere with

the difcharge of other duties equally obliga-

tory ; in this cafe, though the duties may
be commendable in themfelves, to be fo

VOL. I. B b wholly
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wholly devoted to them, as to fuffer them

to occafion the negle^^^t of equal duties and

obligations, becomes blamable. All perl^jnar

attachments, for inftance, fhould give way

to truth and juftice, when fuch attacli-

ments interfere with them. The enjoyment

of plenty fliould not be confined to the

owing no man any thing, however com-

mendable it may be to pay to all their

jufi; demands ; but fliould be extended to the

fharing- out a generous diftribution to certain

others of our fellow- creatures, according as

they have need. However great we may

conceive the obligation to be which lies uport

parents, to nurture and provide for, to pro-

teifl and inftrudl their children, (thofe blef-

fmgs which heaven hath lent them,) they

ought to remember, that while the charadler

of parent may make the ftream of affection to

run the Wronger, becaufe it is fomewhat more

confined ; it ought not to prevent its diffufion

abroad, into the various fmall channels which

will difperfe the fruit of univerfal benevolence

among the reft of the children of men.

There is no plea more common in the

mouths of worldly-minded men, or more

weak in itfelf, than to pafs over and flight

the
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the prefent opportunity of doing good; and,

like Felix, in anfwer to the reafoning of the

apoflle Paul concerning the chriftian faith,

to put off the time of becoming chriftians,

not in word only, but in deed, " until a

*• more convenient feafon.*"

It were needlefs to cite the authority of a

wife king or an apoftle-f*, to prove that we
know not what will be on the morrow ; or

to attempt to advance more convincing argu-

ments than fuch as our own obfervation will

afford us to fhew that '* whatfoever our

** hands find to do, we (hould do with all our

** might ; for, we well know, that there is no
*' work, nor device, nor knowledge, norwif-

" dom, in the grave whither we are goingj."

Notwithflanding all the changes and

chances of this mortal life, who is there

among the rational creatures of God, who
has not abundant caufe to be thankful ?

Almofi: every poffible event is convertible to

fome good purpofe ; it brings us to the

better knowledge of God, of ourfelves,

or of others. With reiped to the public

B b 2 events

* Ads xxiv. 25. t Prcv. xxvii. i. and Jam. iv. 14,

X Ecclef. ix. 10.
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events of our own time, how much have thofe

which are recently paffed, exceeded all ima-

gination : and were we to attempt to antici-

pate others which are in the womb of time,

we fliould probably be equally diilant from

any correal eftimate of what will happen!

Caufes and effed:s are fometimes fo inadequate

in appearance, that we frequently fee good

arifc out of evil, great works performed by

very humble inftruments, and fom.etimes

good works by wicked agents : We fee the

aged and infirm to follow the young in pay-

ing their debt to nature; and perfons in dan-

gerous ficknelfes to recover, while thofe in

apparent health are unexpe(5tedly numbered

among the dead. All thefe uncertainties,

which bafiie our limited forefight, bid us fo

to number our days, that we may apply our

hearts to true wifdom; and no longer to

negled: the improvement of our time, our

talents, or our opportunities.

But when we fet ourfelves ferioufly to

conlider thefe things, we muft take the

further care that we employ ourfelves in ob-

jeds worthy of us as men, as citizens, as

chriilians.

Man,
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Man, in a flate of nature, is bound to

his fellow-creatures by the laws of nature ;

and when he enters into fociety, thofe ob-

ligations are ftrengthened by compadt, ex-

preiTed or implied. Nature will direft us to

the offices of humanity and benevolence, and

intereft us in the general happinefs and wel-

fare of our fpecies ; but as citizens we are

engaged not only to preferve, undiminiOied,

thofe portions of civil and religious liberty

which we have received from the virtue of

our anceftors, but to improve them, and ef-

fe(ftually to fecure the enjoyment of all thofe

rights which belong to man in every ju ft,

equal, and free government. True liberty is

the fource and fountain of all political blef-

lings j the juft and only honourable end of

all political labours. For men are made

good citizens by the happy temperament of

the conftitution and laws of the govern-

ment under which they live ; in the fanle

manner as they become more religious and

more virtuous by the benign influence of

chridianity.

But we are more particularly concerned,

at this time and in this place, with the cha-

raifters of men, as the profefTed difciples of

Chrift. As chriftians, therefore, let us be

B b 3 more
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more efpecially careful that our attention be

not too much occupied in labouring to at-

tain bleffings which are temporal ; for,

however important they may be in them-

felves, (and I will readily admit the high

importance of many of them,) they are,

every one of them, inferior to thofe which

await us as the dlfciples of Chrift and heirs

of immortality. Indeed, we can derive no

real advantage from the heft of them, unlefs

we make them fubfervient to that future

happinefs which is promifed to the fmcerely

good and virtuous of every age and nation,

of every rank and condition in life.

Worldly bleflings may and ought to

excite our gratitude in the reafonable and

wife enjoyment of them : the only fault is

to fuffer them wholly to occupy and en-

gage our mind, and to be unprodudlive

of their proper effed. But our great and

chief bulinefs is to employ and improve

our time, by making advances in true wif-

dom, and proceeding in the cultivation of

religious and virtuous principles, which will

not only procure, but preferve, peace and

happinefs. Thefe are not to be attained

upon
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upon any other terms, nor to be fecured

by any other means than by our conftant

and unwearied attention to them. It is

not the practice of any rigid aufterlties,

nor the affuming of any name whereby we

.may be called, that will accomplifh our

purpofe; but a regular progrefs in that

lieavenly-mindednefs and equanimity, which

religion bids us to afpire after and proceed in,

,and which claims an independency upon the

failure or fuccefs of worldly fchemes, pro-

jeds, and exped-ations. This independency

of mind amply re-pays the purchafe, for the

price is only the facrifice of the petty ob-

je6ls of worldly minds.

Let us then regard time as the proper fea-

fon of preparation for eternity j and confider

the approaching day of our diffolution, as

the birth-day of immortality. Thefe confi-

derations will require our obfervance of

every religious and focial duty ; and induce

a purity of mind, which is known only to

the heart that feels the full influence of the

chriflian difpenfation.

When we confider with Job, that after

** a few years are come, we fhall go the

" way whence we fhall not return /' the

B b 4 wifdbm
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wifdom and forefight of worldly-wife men

appear weaknefs and vanity ; for one grain

of fand compared with the unnumbered

beds which lie on the fea-fhores is not fo

difproportioned as time oppofed to eternity.

Take alfo along with this view of the li-

mited meafure of our days the uncertainty

of the continuance of our poiTeflion of this

world's goods under their moft plaufible te-

nure, and it will be difficult, upon any con-

liftent principles of reafon or religion, to

account for the attachment we difcover for

thefe things. It is fcarcely poffible for us

to overlook, or forget, the leiTon conveyed

to us in the hiftory of the rich man in the

gofpel, who had no fooner purpofed to pull

down his barns and build greater, in order

to ftore the abundant produce of his pof-

feffions j and had vainly faid to himfelf, " I

*' have much goods laid up for many years

;

*' I will take mine eafe, eat, drink, and be

** merry;" than " God faid unto him,

** Thou fool, this night thy life (hall be

" required of thee: then whofe fhall thofe

** things be which thou haft provided."*

Thefe

* Luke xii. 15—20.
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Thefe obfervations, which our lubjed

naturally fuggefts, are perverted from their

proper tendency, when they are fufFered

to raife any diffatisfa^lion with the arrange-

ment of the fyftem in which we live, or

with the wife governor of it. For it is eflen-

tial to our happinefs, that we neither over-

value the bleflings of this life, nor under-

value thofe of the next. There is a jufi:

eftimate to be made of both j and in mak-

ing that eflimate, and adling agreeably to it,

confifts our truefl wifdom.

It is a very familiar, but not lefs juft, com-

parifon, to confider ourfelves as travellers to

a better country, as Grangers and fojourners

as all our fathers were; and, confequently, to

look upon this world, and all its compounded

accommodations, as our inn, and not as our

home ; our place of temporary trial, and not

our abiding reiidence. There is no other re-

prefentation more accurate in refpetfl to fad,

or more confonant with our own feelings.

For nothing contributes more to the com-

fort of the traveller, than his moderating his

wants and expe<5tations, and being contented

with fuch accommodations as are provided for

him:
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him : with thefe difpofitions he finds them

<;iuite fufficient, and receives them thankfully;

he enjoys the refrefhment and pleafure they

afford, he readily parts with them, and chear-

fully purfues his journey. Were our lives

uniformly regulated by the fajne principle,

our journey through this world would prove

more fatisfadiory andpleafant to ourfelves, and

the fruits of them v/ould be more acceptable

to God : we fhould view the objedls and events

that occurred, with the fmgle, or pure, eye,

which beft enlightens the whole man*. By

not over-rating either the poileffions or plea-

fures of life, fuch as come, in our way are

bell: enjoyed ; and fuch as fall not to our

fhare we fuffer to pafs by without difap-

pointment or chagrin.

This procedure is not recommended merely

as a matter of difcretion and good policy, but

upon higher and better principles ; upon the

principles of religion and virtue, as beft

anfwering the defigns of almighty God, and

as the beft means of aflifling and advancing

our trueft, and moft durable, happinefs.

A grateful heart will be fenfible of a glow-

ing piety and thankfulnefs to God in the

reafonable

* Matt. vi. 22.
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reafonable enjoyment of his blefiings : and,

knowing^that no return will be acceptable to

the giver of every good thing, but the mak-

ing a right ufe of his bounty and goodnefs

in promoting the comfort and happinefs of

his creatures, he will proceed and perfevere

with alacrity and chearfulnefs in the freight

and even road of duty; he will place his

confidence in God, and will rejoice that

Jehovah reigneth. Confcious of his own
defire and endeavour to do the thing that

is right, he will commit his peace with him

who fearcheth the heart and trye.th the reins.

He will fubmit to the diiTolution of this

his earthly tabernacle with the calm joy

and chearful relignation of one who humbly

looketh for his manfion in heaven, and

the blifsful fcenes that fhall accompany

Jjis abode there. And though he looketh

for the unconfcious intermediate reft of the

grave, he looketh alfo for the time when the

prifon-doors of the tomb fhall be broken

open, and he fhall arife to fland before a

merciful and impartial judge, and fhall receive

of him that recompenfe which fhall be beft

adapted to his capacity of enjoyment, in a

future



{ 396 )

future ftate of never-ending and continually-

increafing happinefs.

In fine ; fince our years cannot be many,

and the thread of life is every moment liable

to be broken long before nature's courfe be

run out, let us, my brethren, fland as cen-

tinels and watchmen over ourfelves, that we

may not be furprifed and taken hence in a

flate of mind or condudl unprepared to meet

our judge: let us be furnilhed, if not with

innocency, with that repentance and refor-

mation of life which the almighty will ap-

prove, when we ihall feverally be called to

pay our debt to nature, be it on the morrow,

or on fome protracted day.

SERMON
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SERMON XXI.

OBEDIENCE TO THE GOSPEL THE BEST
PROOF OF OUR BELIEF IN GOD.

JOHN Xll. 44.

JESUS SAID, HE THAT BELIEVETH ON ME, BELIEVETH
NOT ON ME, BUT ON HIM THAT SENT ME.

It was the great object of the miffion and

miniflry of Jefus Chrift to pubHfh the mind

and will of God to man : and, accordingly,

he was ever faithful to his truft, never feek-

ing to do his own will, but the will of him

that fent him. It was his meat and drink to

execute the good-pleafure of God in en-

lightening mankind by the dodrines of his

gofpel, informing them by his inflrudion,

and improving them by his counfel and ex-

ample.

JeHis, by this conformity of his labors and

his life to the commands of his heavenly

father.
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father, approved himfelf to God. The purity

and excellence of his own charad:er cafl the

moft brilliant and becoming luftre on his

precepts -, and thefe, united together, are fuf-

ficiently adapted to allure fuch part of man-

kind as profefs themfelves the difciples of

Chrifl: to tread in his fteps, and to walk even

as he walked. However thefe means may

have failed of their fuccefs with many in the

different generations ofmankind, they certainly

are well-adapted to produce that eifedl which

the friends of religion and virtue would na-

turally expedt from them. The blame of

difobedience mull be referred to the un-

willing ear and to the hardened heart, not to

any incapacity in the rational creatures of God

to learn and do his will.

It is elTential to the attribute of juftice

afcribed to the deity that he requireth no

more of us than we are able to perform -, and

if v/e confult and commune with ourfelves,

we are fo far naturally difpoled to adhere to

the truth, that our own hearts will tell us,

that we have the power to ceafe to do evil,

and to learn to do well. Without this power,

the word of exhortation would be lofl upon us

;

the
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the fcnptures themfelves would be an ufelefs-

code of law ; and the inflidlion of puniihment

on our difobedience would be injuflice and

tyranny.

Convinced, therefore, of our proper per-

fonal refponfibility for our moral and religious

condu<5t in this life, we are, under the pro-

fefiion of the gofpel, not only to believe in

Jefus as the Chrilt ot" melTenger of God, but

by believing in him, to believe in him that

ient him.

..To believe in God, is a very comprehen-

five creed, for it refpeds his charader as our

creator, governor, and judge, and the duties

. which refult from the feveral relationlhips in

which we ftand towards him.

A jufl fenfe of our great and adorable

creator, through whom we live and m.ove,

and have our being, and from whom we derive

our life, all the means of our fubliftencCy

and every comfort we enjoy, fliould, in its-

natural effeifl, fecure our ready obedience to

the laws of his moral government. The
very principle which he hath implanted in us^

like a faithful mirror, will reprefent to us the

duties and obligations portrayed by the hand

of
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of God hlmfelf in the conftitution of nature.

A firm perfuaiion of his continual prefence

in and over all the works of creation muft

command that reverence and refpedt which

the prefence of fuch a Being is peculiarly

calculated to infpire : a reverence, which a

good mind would naturally fuggeft to itfelf,

not as the offspring of fear, but the voluntary

tribute of unfeigned love.

It is recorded of a learned chriftian, and

one no lefs learned in the laws and works of

nature, than he was well acquainted with

the evidences of chriftian ity, that he never

pronounced the name of God without making

a fhort paufe in his fpeech. When we con-

traft this reverential demeanor with the in-

decent manner, in which the moft folemn

en^asrements in his name are adminiftered in

our courts of juftice, we fhall be the more

fenfibly ftruck with the probable different

effeds of thefe very oppofite practices. The

conduct of the great Mr. Boyle was a reproach

and reproof to thofe who ufed the name of

God on every unhallowed occafion ; and

we cannot but confidcr the almoft infinite

multiplicity of legal oaths, as the unavoidable

caufc
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caufe-of a grievous multiplication of perjuries ;

and the fliameful and irreverent manner of

adminiftering them, is another very great

means of familiarizing the mofi: proftituted

departure from truth, and from all reverence

of God.

The many unchriftian pradlices which are

not only connived at, but countenanced, and,

in a great meafure, occafioned by the over-

forward requifitions of chriilian governments,

give juft caule of offence to many ferious

perfons. And this is to be lamented, not

only becaufe they by fuch means defeat their

own purpofes, for when they offend the con-

fcience of the chriftian, they injure the cha-

radter of the citizen ; but becaufe they tend

to corrupt good and upright minds, to feduce

them from the principles of chriftian limplicity,

and to involve them in perfonal guilt, and

confequently in perfonal refponfibility.

But our belief in God is not confined in

its confequences, or indeed in the expreffion

itfelf, to the duties which are immediately

conned:ed with him, but includes alfo the

difcharge of fuch duties as concern his

creatures. A fimple profeilion of our belief

in God, is a very feeble proof of our piety,

VOL. I. C c and
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and can be held in no eftimation by him who
is omnipotent; becaufe, as Elihu iliys in the book

of Job, " If thou be righteous, what givefl

** thou him ? or what receivcth he from thine

•* hand ?"* But, with refpedt to our duties

to our brethren of mankind, as the creatures

of the lame great author of our being, the

ingenuous and habitual pradice of them will

alone prove either our faith in God, or out

regard for thofe whom he hath made; for,

as the fame fpeaker obferveth, ** our wicked-

** nefs miay hurt a man as thou art, and thy
^

*• righteoufnefs may profit thefon of man. "-f*

The apoflle John very pertinently putteth

our love of God to this proof, that we love

our brethren. ** If a man fay, I love God,
** and hateth his brother, he is a liar : for

** he that loveth not his brother, whom he

*• hath feen, how can he love God, whom
** he hath not feen ?" And in the fame

cpiftle, we immediately read the pofitive in-

jundion, to conned: the love of man with the

love of God ; " This commandment have

** we from him, that he who loveth God,

*' love his brother alfo."t

To
Job XXXV. 7. t Job XXXV. B,

% I John iv. 20, 21.
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To believe in God and to love him are,

properly fpeaking, infcparable from each

other ; for as the former implies a knov^^ledge

of his character, fo the latter is the effect

connedled with the caufe. V/e might almoft

fay that to believe in God and to love him,

is one and the fame thing, and may be con-

lidered as one a6t of the mind, for God is

love. Our love of God may alfo be flated

as the natural effufion of gratitude, as well

as the fpontaneous approbation of all that is

truly excellent and eftimable, for it is as

plainly to be read in the book of nature, as

of revelation, " we love him, becaufe he firil

" loved us."*

Again ; in order further to illuftrate our

general argument, whenever we meet with

the word ** faith" in the fcriptures, or make

ufe of it upon any religious fubjed, as expref-

iave of our belief in revealed religion, or in

the authority of its precepts and commands,

we are to underfland it as requiring a pradice

perfectly correfponding with fuch belief. For

a religious faith without good w^orks, is dead

an4 ufelefs ; and a life which is not regulated

C e 2 by

* I John iv. 19.



( 404 )

by the fober convidions of our mind, is a di-

re(ft contradiction to any pretenfions we may

make to the proper profeflion of the chriftian

faith. WhereVer our faith is made the fub-

je6l of exhortation in the fcriptures, we

find it connected by exprefs words, or by

neceflary imphcation, with the approbation

and favour of God, or with his difpleafure,

refped:ively. But, as the mere behef of the

mind is not within our contfoul, we cannot

confider fuch behef as the proper fubjed either

of the mercy or condemnation of God, with-

out impeaching his juflice. A concurring

practice, therefore, with the full perfuafion

of our minds in favour of religious truths,

muft uniformly and univerfally be underftood.

as neceflary to fecure the favour of God •

and every departure from fuch our convidlions

in the caufe of religion and virtue, riiuft be

coniidered as giving jufl caufe for his dif-

pleafure.

In a very affecflionate exhortation to the

chriftian brethren, to add practice to their

faith in the miffion and gofpel of Chrifl, it is

obferved by the apoflle James, " Thou be-

" lievefi: that there is but one God : thou doefl;

*' well : but even the demons believe, and

** tremble.
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** tremble. But doft thou wifli to be con-

** vinced, O! foolifli man ! that belief is dead

" without works ?"* The reafoning of the

apoille here feems to be, Thou wilt perhaps

tell me, as an argument of thy faith, that

thou believeft th?re is one only living and true

God : but even demons profefs this faith

without its producing any good works in them,

or obedience to God, or any thing but fear.

True faith, therefore, conlifts in believing

that God is a rewarder of them that diligently

feek him; in having a firm afilirance that

all he hath revealed will be fulfilled; and

in our acting according to fuch belief,"

When our lord told his difciples that he

that believed on him, believed not on him, but

on that Being who fent him, he intended to

declare to them that a mere belief in his being

the mefi^enger of God pre-fuppofed, and was

dependant upon, the proper belief in God
himfelf: and, by a very natural connexion,

fuch belief is, (not only in the fcriptures,

but alfo in nature,) fuppofed and expected to

bring us to that obedience to the precepts

C c 3 and

* James H. ig, 20* Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation.
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and pradlice of religion and virtue, which

a due fenfe of God, as our creator, governor,

and judge is fo well calculated to produce and

fecure. If, indeed, our difcharge of the reli-

gious and moral duties does not arife from the

proper principle of duty to God and our

neighbour, our obedience not only lofes its

befl: effeil in improving our own minds, but

confequently fails, in a great degree, of render-

ing us fit fubjcdls, and deferving the bleiling

and favour, of almighty God.

The gofpel of Chrift, throughout the

whole book of the new Teflament, univerfally

invites and folicits our attention to the faith

and practice of its firll preacher, whofe life

was one regular and a(5live fcene of obedience

to the doclrines and precepts Vv-hich he

taught; and v/ho endeavoured to bring every

thought and every a(!3:ion, the whole tenor of

his life, into obedience to the pm'ity of the

difpenfation which he promulgated, and who

aimed at the attainment of that perfedion

wliich was moil highly acceptable to his

father in heaven, and invited us to become

his difciples, in no other characTter, than as

he was the mefTenger of God.

Of
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Of all the chiiftian virtues and attainments,

the firft leading principle ,
and the greatefl

fecurity of them all is, to entertain juft and

worthy conceptions of the deity. This is the

corner-flone of the difpenfation which we

received by Jefus Chrift ; and without this

we behold a fuperftrudure without a founda-

tion. It was the deplorable ftate of this

principle of religion, and the wide fpread of

idolatry, that chiefly gave occaiion to the

preaching of Chrift : and we find that fo far

from his affuming the charafter of God, he

rejedied all divine honours, and rejoiced only

in the fervice of his father in heaven. And
what fervice fo high and honourable as that of

a prophet and meflenger of the mofl high ; or

what fervice more faithfully difcharged than

his, v/ho made his whole life fubfervient to the

glory of God, and the happinefs of his crea-

tiires ?

In every inquiry into religious fubjeAs, we
fhould confider faith and practice as infe-

parablc, and the real importance of any

dodrine as proportionate to, and only to be

eflimated by, its tendency and iniluence to an

holy life. Upon this ground let us confider

our belief io the unity of God, in contra-

C c 4 diftindioa
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diftindlon to the more popular dodrine of a

trithelflic notion of the deity. In the one

we meet with a jargon and con tradition of

ideas and charadters, which confound and dif-

trad: the underftanding -, which infmuate un-

amiable impreffions of caprice and variablenefs

in the deity -, and which deftroy that veneration

with which we are dehghted to think of

nature's God. This degrading affimulation

or mixture of charader and office ; of a judge

implacable without the lacrifice of the inno-

cent • of a more merciful and kind interceilbr

to make atonement for mankind ; and of a

Being who grants or effeils the pardon, con-

nected with, but independent of the other

two : this confufion and contrariety of cha-

racter has not feldom led men to ailbciate the

idea of aufterity and implacability with the

name of God, while all that is attractive or

engaging has been transfeiTed and confined to

Jefus Chrift; and to conceive of the holy

fpirit as a diftinCt perfon, though it is no

other than the power of God, or God himfelf,

A very little ferious examination and reflection

will difcover to the moft unlearned difciple

of Chrift, that to make him the means of

degrading the peerlefs majefly of God h

to
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to lubvert the whole tenor of the new Tef-

tament. And it has frequently happened

that the ufe of fuch humiliating language has

generated, not only low and unw^orthy, but

impious notions of the one living and true

God.

Dire(5t now your attention to the coniidera-

tion of God under an unity of perfon and cha-

racter : view him as the Being, who is from

everlafting;* who only hath immortality
^-f*

whofe underftanding is infinite; J who tneth

the heart and the reins ;§ is the rewarder of

them that diligently feek him ; is full of

mercy, long-fufFering and goodnefs ; and who

regardeth not the rich more than the poor,

he being no refped:er of perfons. View him,

I fay, as he is, and we fhall fee all the ex-

cellence and perfedion in himfelf, which wc

look for in fuch a Being; we fhall difcover

his beneficence in all his works, and read his

loving-kindnefs in every page of the golpel.

Love cafteth out fear, and God is love.

The unity of God, the one felf-exifting

and firfl caufe of all things, is the great corner-

ftone

* Pf. xciii. 2. f I Tim. vi. i6.

X Pf. cxlvii. 5. § Pf. vii. 9.
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ilone of the whole fabric of religion, no lefs

wnder the chriftian than the jewifli difpenfa^

tion. Numerous, indeed, have' been the

builders who have rejected, and they are

numerous who continue to rejed:, this ftone

;

but they, like fome who have gone before

them, have fhewn themfelves unfkilful in the

felection of other materials, and equally igno-

rant in putting them together with untem-.

pered mortar. The unity of God is the only

foundation upon which we can eftablifli truth

and confiftency in revealed religion: and in^

6delity has gained more profelytes from chrif-

tians having maintained the do(5i:rines of the

trinity, tranfubflantiation, atonement, and

orisinal fin, and from certain civil eftab-

lifhments in religion, than from all other

caufes put together. Jefus Chrift is our

•* wife mailer-builder, who laid this founda-

•* tion" upon the principles of reafon and

truth ; and it is the fcandal and reproach of

the chriflian world that others have dared

** to build thereon,"* who, by the mifpro-

portion and uniitnefs of the edifice which they

have erected, have occafioned the competence

and

* I Cor. iii. 10.
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and fufficlency of the great architedl of the

world to be queflioned.

It would be charity, it may be faid, to cafl

a veil over thefe miftakes of well-meaning

men, but, my brethren, it would be charity

mif-named, By our connivance we ihould

make ourfelves Iharers in the guilt, and do all

in our power to perpetuate the injury.

In the language of Elijah, let us refolve,

** if the Lord be God, to follow him ; but

* if Baal, then to follow him."* We have

the fcriptures for our guide; we have our

Own underftandings for our interpreters j we
have God before us, and heaven's happinefs

in view. Let us then fo fight that we may

conquer, and fo run that we may obtain

;

never forfaking thofe principles which will

- lead us into the ftraight path of our chriftian

courfe, and preferve us in the fame to the

end of our lives.

The world prefents many impediments in

our way, but let us equally difregard the im-

proper biafs of our temporal intereft, the

temptations of pleafure, the fcoifs of libertines,

and the threats of bigots. As fucceflive years

pafs

* I Kings xviii, 21,
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pafs over our heads, it is to be hoped that

we iliall be able to look back upon thofe

which are pafi:, with fatisfadion and comfort,

and upon thofe which are to come, with in-

creafmg hope of iinally obtaining the favour

of God.

Let us, therefore, my brethren, return to

our feveral duties, whether they belong to

us in common, or be appropriated to our

particular lituations, with the refolution, with

the integrity, with the perfevering fpirit be-

coming us as chriftians, believing in and

worfhlpping the one . only living and true

God ; and looking for a joyful refurre(5lion

upon the evidence of the gofpel of Jefus

Chriil.

SERMON
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SERMON XXIi.

REPENTANCE AND AMENDMENT
OF LIFE INSEPARABLE.

MATTHEW IV. 17.

REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.

Lmmediately upon the imprlfonment of

John the baptift, who had preached the doc-

trine of repentance for the remiiTion of fins*,

Jefus departed into Galilee, and, leaving Na-

zareth, came and dwelt fome time at Caper-

naum-f*. John baptifed the inhabitants of

Judea and Jerufalem, upon their confefling

their finsj -, and Jefus, while at Capernaum,

on the commencement of the perfecution of

that melTenger, who was fent to prepare his

way before him§, began, from that inilant,

to preach the do6trine which John had firfl

opened

* Mark i. 4, 5.

t Matt. iv. 12, 13, and Mark i. 14.

X Mark i. 5. § Mark i. 2.
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opened to them ;
" Repent, for the kingdom

" of heaven is at hand."

Jefus had, indeed, before this time called

to him Philip and Nathaniel ; and Andrew

and Peter had followed him, though they ftaid

not long with him. He had alfo changed

water into wine at Cana*. But thefe appear

to have been all the minifterial adts he had

done previous to that, of which we are

now more particularly fpeaking.

And, no time could be more feafonable for,

Jefus Chrift to begin to preach the dodrine

of repentance, than in the moment when the

voice of his harbinger the baptifl was con-

fined within the walls of a prifon. There

could be no time when it was more necelTary,

both on account of John being filenced by

the commencement of the perfecution againil

him» and his being the forerunner of th?

great prophet of God.

The fliort fentence which has been recited

for our prefent fubjedl comprifes at once the

duty enjoined, and the reafon upon which it

is founded. John made ufe of the fame ex-

'

preffion when he preached in the 'wildernefs

in

* See |?l{hop Pearce on Matt. iv. 17.
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in Judea ; or in that great plain which lay

along the weftern fide of the river Jordan,

and reached from the lake Afphaltis one hun-

dred and fifty miles northward*.

The phrafe ** the kingdom of heaven,"

occurs in different parts of the facred writings,

and, in order to be rightly underftood, admits

of fome variety in the interpretation, agree-

ably to the delign of the fpeaker or writer,

which can only be determined by confider-

ing the context wherever it occurs. In one

place, it may refer to the fVate of the gofpel,

as in the prefent cafe; in another, it may-

mean a fpiritual kingdom oppofed to temporal

power, as when Chrifl fays, " My kingdom
** is not of this world;" in a third, it ex-

prefies the place of future happinefs, or

heaven itfelf.

In the text before us, " the kingdom of

" heaven," appears to mean the better know-

ledge of the mind and will of God with refpeO:

to his dealings with his creatures of mankind,

which was then about to be revealed to them

by the miniftry of Chrift himfelf; this pub-

lication

t See bifliop Pearce on Matt. iii. 2. note (B.)
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lication of his gofpel was then near at hand.

Jefus taught that chearing and falutary doc-

trine, which John had taught before him,

and for wliich he now fuffered : he even

adopted the very words of the baptift, who,

being caft into prifon, was no longer in a

capacity of preaching this condition of the

christian's hope and happinefs.

The kingdom of heaven, in the fenfe here

contended for, is no lefs near at hand to us,

than it was to Chrifb's immediate hearers.

The expreflion was not attended with cir-

cumftances that confined it to any fta-

tionary or temporary fignification ; but moil

naturally and moft obvioufly will continue

equally applicable to every generation of chrif-

tians, 'till the difpenfation fhall become unl-

verfal, and reign in the hearts of all the fol-

lowers of our acknowledged mafler to the ex-

clufion of every evil word and work.

This knowledge of the kingdom of heaven,

or of the will of our heavenly father, as de-

clared to us in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, is

our highell glory, our heft inheritance, our

great fecurity : it is able to improve our diC-

pofition and regulate our temper, and, in the

end.
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end, to qualify us to avoid the fin and wicked-

nefs of the world, and to make us rife fupe-

rior to the pains and forrows and all the varied

afflictions with which our lives are wifely and

kindly chequered for our good.

There was, indeed, a time of ignorance

which God is faid to have winked at ; that is

to fay, when ignorance is involuntary, it is

pardonahle ; but, under the gofpel-difpenfa-

tion, when the moral laws of his orovernmento
and the refurredion to a future life, in which
we fl:iall receive according as we fhall have

done good or evil in the prefent world, are

written with a fun- beam, we can have no
cloak for our fms. Neverthelefs, dark and
deplorable as is the ignorance of the heathen

world, the great bulk of the chriftian world

are very little enlightened by the true know-
ledge of the gofpel. Much time and blood

have been fpent to perpetuate darknefs by
thofe, whofe peculiar duty it was to " fhew
" forth the praifes of him vv^ho hath called us

" out of darknefs into his wonderful li^^^ht*."

And the corruptions and abufes of chriilianity

have been much more widely fpread and
Vol. I. D d deeply

* I Pet. ii. 9.
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deeply rooted than the plain and fimple truths

of the gofpel. Neither are thefe adulterations

confined to do6lrines which might ftand or

fall by themfelves, without involving any ma-

terial confequences, but fame of them imme^

diately affedt the objecfl ofour religious worfhip,

and the whole fpirit of the religion we profefs.

A revelation thus perverted, like a fpring that is

poifoned, " carries many and dreadful evils into

the country through which it takes its courfe.

Inftead of univerfal peace and good-will,

which are fo beautifully portrayed by the pro-

phet Ifaiah, when men " fball beat their

*• fwords into plough -fhares, and their fpears

'* into pruning-hooks ; when nation fliall not

" lift up fword again ft nation, nor fhall they

*• learn war any more* :" we hear of wars and

rumours of wars, founded, without excep-

tion, in iniquity, and a thirft for dominion.

And inftead of beholding the propheficd days,

*• when the wolf fhall take up his abode with

** the lamb ; and the leopard fhall lie down
** with the kid : and the calf, and the young

" lion, and the fatling fhall come together;;

" and

* Ifaiah ii, 4.
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" and a little child Ihall lead them : and the

** cow and the fhe-bear fhall feed together ;

** together their young ones fhall lie down :

" and the lion fhall eat flraw as the ox : when
** the fuckling fliall play on the hole of the

" afpic ; and on the den of the bafilifk the

** new-weaned child fliall lay his hand: when
** they fhall not hurt, nor deflroy, in all my
** holy mountain (as the prophet writes) ; for

'* the land fliall be full of the knowledge of
** Jehovah, as the waters cover the depth of

" the fea* :" Inflead of fuch happy times, we
flill fee the bitterefl animofities and jealouiies

continue to fubfifl between different perfons on

account of their different opinions concerning

this fame divine religion of Jefus Chrifl.

Suffice it, therefore, for our prefent pur-

pofe to obferve, that to us, of this age and

country, the kingdom of heaven is as near at

hand, as it was to the immediate difciples of

our lord, when he addreffed himfelf to

them on John's being taken away. For

though we cannot hear him preach in perfon,

he flill fpeaketh to us in the faithful hiflory of

D d 2 his

* Ifaiah xi. 6—9. See bifhop Lowth's and Mr. Dod-

fon's Tranflations.
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his evaiigelifts ; and the evidence of prophecies

which have been fulfilled fince his time, and

are now fulfilling in the world, is fuperadded

to thofe proofs of his divine miffion which ac-

companied his refidence on earth.

Having now confidered the reafbn affigned

for our being called upon to repent, becaufe

** the kingdom of heaven is at hand," and

endeavoured to explain the fenfc of thofe

words, as we read them in our prefent

text, we will proceed to confider the nature of

that repentance which is here enjoined us,

and of thofe fruits which we are bidden to

bring forth, " fuitable to repentance.'*"

Repentance is, indeed, a very familiar word,

and we may readily grant that it is pretty ge-

nerally underftood j but there is fo ftrong a

difpofition in us, on many occafions, to fhut

our eyes where we ought to be moil wakeful,

that we frequently have no fooner made a fo-

lemn profeffion and promife of repentance,

than we forget both its nature and extent, its

obligation and completion.

Repentance, without reformation of life,

like faith without works, is dead : in other

words

;

*Matt. iii. 8. Mr. Wakefiejd's TranflatioH.
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words ; repentance, without amendment of

heart and reformation of manners, is no re- {

pcntance ; it is, in fuch cafe, a mere empty

word, and nothing ehe ; high founding, and

great pretenfions, but barren and unprofitable.

** Not every one who faith unto me," fays

Chrifl in his fermon on the mount, *' Lord

!

** Lord ! fliall enter into the kingdom of

** heaven ; but he who doeth the will of my
•* father, who is in heaven*."

The only evidence by which we can afcer-

tain the exiftencc and diftind: properties of the

different producftions of nature is, the cha-

raders which, experience tells us, are effential

to them. Foflils, minerals and vegetables

have their determinate properties and qualities.

Birds, beafts, and fifhes are diflinguiflied and

claffed by the fame rule. The moral and re-

ligious charadiers of men can be judged by

us after no other manner. Indeed the cha-

radter arifes from that very evidence by which

we fliould prove it. For inflance ; it is not from

any merely verbal profefiion, but from genuine

and ftrong fentiment^ of humility, and flill

Xjaove from ads of humility, that we judge of a

D d 3 truly

* Matt. \ii. 21.
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truly humble mind; it is from the entertain-

ment of charitable fentiments, and from adls

of true and tried chriflian benevolence, not

from any occafional or oflentatious preten-

iions, that we decide upon a charitable cha-

radter. In like manner, reformation of heart

and life is better evidence of repentance, thari

any declaration or promife, though accom-

panied by the mod folemn proteftations :

good works alfo are a better proof of a right

faith, than all the confefTions, fubfcriptions

or oaths, which the fertile ingenuity of man
can devife.

To acknowledge that we repent, and to

repeat the fame crime of which we have

profeffed our repentance, is to fin againil

convi<5lion -, for the very profeflhig our re-

pentance, though it will neither infure our

doing right, nor commute for our negledi,

certainly implies our knowledge of having

done wrong : and juft as much as it fails of

having its proper effecft on our life, fo far it

falls fhort of being any repentance, but in

name, which is afluredly worfe than no

repentance at all. '* For it were better for

^* us not to have acknowledged the way of

** righteoufnefs.
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(' righteoufnefs, than, after this acknow-

*' ledgment, to turn afide from the holy

** commandment delivered unto us-^"

That the gofpel of Chrift confiders re-

pentance in this view, we may read in every

part of the new Teftament, which tenders to

us no other atonement or facrifice for fm,

but that repentance which is followed by a

reformation of life.

John the baptift preached repentance as

the condition of remiffion of fm. Jefus

Chrift did the fame in the parables of the

publican and finner-f, of the loft ftieep, of

the piece of filver, and of the prodigal fon,J

^nd on many other occafions.

*' To repent and turn to God, by doing

works worthy of this repentance§," defcribes

the natural progrefs of a good mind, con-

vinced of having wandered from his way :

it takes the principles of real contrition for

paft offences, and of reverence and duty to

God, as the medium through which it pro-

duces works worthy of repentance.

D d 4 Temporal

* 2 Pet. li. 21, t Luke xviii. 9—14.

t Luke XV. § A6ts xxvi, 20.
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Temporal deliverances and rewards were

given as the recompence of repentance in

the feveral cafes of the children of Ifra^l*,

of Rehoboam-f , AhabJ, and Manafreh§ ;

and of Jofiah**, the people of Ninevehj-f-f^

Ezrajt> and Nehemiah§§, as we read in the

old Teftament. And, in the new Tefta-

ment, this doftrine of repentance is recom-

mended by the promife of a future reward,

very ftrongly exprefled. *' I fay unto you,

*' that more joy will be in heaven over one

** fmner that repenteth, than over ninety-

*' and-nine righteous perfons who need no

" repentance ||."

It has been very juftly faid, that a tree is

known by its fruit ; and as no one under-

flandeth the heart of man, except the God

who made him, we mufl: have the fama

proof of our own repentance as of that of

other

* 2 Chron. xv. 3 and 4. Pf. cvi. 45—45.

t 2 Chron. xii. i. and 5—

7

:j: I Kings xxi. 25. 27—29.

§ 2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. 9— 13.

** 2 Chron. xxxiv. 19—28.

tt Jonah iii. 3—10,

XX Ezra viii. 21. 23. and x. i.

§§ Nehemiah i. 4*

jj Luke XV. 7.
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ofher perfons ; for we are, on many occa-.

fions, as little acquainted with our own true

character, as with that of each other. *' By

** the heart men believe unto juflification,

" and make confeffion with the mouth unto

^* falvation*." But, fays Jeremiah, " the

-** heart is wily above all things ; it is even

** paft all hopci who can know it-f ?" that is

to fay, humanly fpeaklng, and, according to

the apodle James, ** no man can tame the

*' tongue, it is full of deadly poifon if."

What other criterion, it is fometimes

afked, is there lefs equivocal than the pre-

fumed language of our heart, and the words

of our mouth ? The anlwer is obvious. The
actions of our lives will determine oar cha-

rader in every cafe. In whatever difguife we
may endeavour to clothe ourfelves, our

condud: in life will decidedly afcertain

our internal character. Even God, to

whom the whole man is known without

any concealment, will reward or punifh us,

not for our involuntary thoughts, not for the

whifpers of correded paffions, for if he

fhould

* Rom. X. iG. Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation,

t Jer. xvii. g. Dr. Blayney's Tranflation.

X James iii. 8.
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ihould be exa<fl in marking our imper-

fedions, who fhould be able to abide his

judgment ? But he will judge us accord-

ing to the good or evil refpedtively which

we Ihall have done. Upon the truly peni-

tent and contrite heart, he will have mercy ;

but the unrepenting linner will neceffarily

be excluded from future peace and joy, for

jiappinefs cannot dwell with iniquity.

The fceptic may be difpofed to queftion

the neceflity of thi§ repentance, and to con^

tend that the goodnefs of God who made

us is fuch, that he will overlook our lin

becaufe of our conftitutional pronenefs to

commit it. In anfvver to this objedion I

would recommend it to him to confider,

whether we have not the moft fatisfadtory

evidence, that we are placed in a ftate of

probation, not of perfedion ; in a ftate of re-

fponfibility, not of impunity : that though

we have paffions which may difpofe us to do

what is wrong, we have reafon given to us

to regulate and diredt them : and, that though

vice may boaft her pleafures for a feafon,

virtue gives peace, and joy, and happinefs in

the life that now is, in the clofing fcene of

it, and at the refurredion of the juft.

We
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We will, for a moment, fuppofe fuch ob-

jedlor to admit himfelf to have oiFended his

neighbour, to have declared his forrow and

repentance for the wrong he had done him,

to have tendered to him all the fatisfadion

which the nature of the cafe would admit,

and to fhew every returning good-will

towards him. Would he not, under all this

expreffed and implied contrition, exped: for-

givenefs from the injured party ? But if

he had contented himfelf with barely ac-

knowledging his fault, and pofTibly with

doing that with no good grace, could he

l-eafonably expedt to be reftored to the fame

place in his regards which he pofTeiTed be-

fore ? No 1 He would remain the convinced,

but unrepenting offender, and confequently

would and ought to be kept at a diftance that

he might have no opportunity of repeating

the injury.

Tf, therefore, we can fee the juflice of our

dodrine, when applied to common life by

way of illuftration, it will be flrange if we
do not fee it in our concerns with God,

to whom we are indebted for every blelling,

and vvhpfe will it is manifeftly our duty to

pbey.

If
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If we lay it down as a general truth, and

jt will not be denied me, that no man liveth

and finneth not, it follows of courfe that we

are all concerned in the doflrine of repent-

ance. Under this acknowledgment of our

fituatlon, and the necefTity of changing it,

we fhould turn our thoughts towards the

proper means of effeding the neceffary

change, A little impartial inquiry into

our fituation here, and an ingenuous e^ami-

nation pf ourfelves, will prefently point out to

each of us our weaker fide; and, in fuch caie,

no one more competent to judge for us than

each for himfelf. Indeed, the very exercifc

of this inquiry and examination will improve

us in the knowledge of ourfelves, and there

are times and circumftances when every man

ought more particularly to be his own pried

as well as his own phyfipian. If we difcover

our diforder, we already know our remedy ;

we cannot plead ignorance or want of ikill

;

our bibles are before us, and our intelleiftual

powers are fully equal to all that will be rer

quired of us.

Let us, then, my bretheren, as men, as

chriflians, and as proteftants, difcharge this

duty
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duty which revelation, approved by our rea-

fon, tells us is indifpenfible. Let us difcharge

it, not with that reludance which will de-

feat every good effed: upon our own temper

and manners ; but with that ferioufnefs and

.energy which will fpeak peace to our minds

while we fojourn here, and crown our per-

feverance with pardon and acceptance at the

throne of heaven. As the return of the

prodigal fon made the father's heart leap for

joy, fo let us improve our {lock of rational and

fubftantlal happinefs by rejoicing at each

other's advancement in this good and necef-

iary work. Let us affift, and not impede,

our fellow-travellers on the journey of life,

and each endeavour to edify the other by his

example ; for *' know ye," faith the apoftle

James, *' whofoever bringeth back a fmner

** that hath wandered from his way, will

** fave his own foul from death, and cover

*• a multitude of fms *."

* James v. 20.

SERMON
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SERMON XXIIf.

THE OCCASION FOR CIRCUMSPECTION.

I CORINTHIANS X. 12.

LET HIM THAT THINKETH HE STANDETH, TAKE HEEp
LEST HE FALL.

In the courfe of the apoflle Paul's ge-

Iheral argument in this epiftle to the Corin-

thians againfl: their partaking of meat which

had been offered to idols, and thereby

countenancing idolatry, he recites the pre-

vailing defire after evil or forbidden things,

the idolatries, the fornications, the fpeaking

againft God, the murmurs and difcontents

of their fathers, and alfo the high difplea-

fure (hewn by God againft fuch their feveral

offences. He then exhorts them to profit

by fuch examples, and to avoid thofe fins

which would incur the juff difpleafure and

puniihment of God -, and adds, that they

were
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were written in the books of Mofes for their

admonition upon whom the laft age, that

is, the age of the gofpel, had comd. This

part of his argument is illuftrated by this

pertinent application, ** let him thatthinketh

he ftandeth, take heed left he fall ;" and he

concludes it with the following confo-

lation and advice. ** There has no tempta-

** tion befallen you, but fuch as is common
" to man ; and God is faithful, who will

^* not fuffer you to be tempted above what

" ye are able to bear, but, with the

*' temptation, will alfo give you ftrength

*' to bear the efFefls of it. Wherefore,"

fays he, " my dearly beloved, flee from
** idolatry," or, " (liun this attention to

" idols."*

The particular portion of the apoftle's

cpiftle, which conftitutes our more imme-

diate fubjed:, conveys very important and

very ufeful advice, not only on the fub-

jecft upon which he was then writing to

his Corinthian converts, but on every other

occalion, where prefumption is dangerous,

and where diffidence is fecurity.

With

* Cor. X. 13, 14. Mr. Wakefield's Tianflation.
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With refped to the argument before him,

the obfervation was moft feafonably applied.

The relapfe of the early jews into idolatry

deferved to be mentioned as an example

and a warning to the converts at Corinth,

not to be feduced by complying with

any temptations to vice, which might en-

danger their faith, or enervate their for-

titude ; which might lead them to think

lightly of their obligations to God, who had

done fuch great things for them, and who
could not be more juflly offended by any

thing, than by their " giving his glory to

*' another," or " his praife to graven
** images/'* or by their " worfhipping and
*' ferving the creature, and not the creator,

" who is bleffed for ever/'-f-

Thefe examples were probably recited by

the apoftle with good effe6}, and may be

read with edification by chriifcians of eveiy

defcription at this hour. For as the rea-

foning of the apoftle will confirm and

flrengthen the faith of thofe who believe in

and

* Ifaiahxlii. 8.

I Romans i. 25, Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation.

~ VOL. I. E e
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and worfhip no other than the God of Paul,

lb it will tend to deftroy every fpecies of

idolatry, which, under different difgui

ftill pervades fo great a part of the chrift

church,

Harfh as the imputation of this offence

may found in our ears, it is not to be con-

fined merely to thofe who fall down before

and worfliip flocks and flones, pidures or

crucifixes, but is to be extended alike to all

who give divine homage and honours to

any other Being, than the one only living

and true God, Jehovah, the God and father

of Jefus Chrift, and of all mankind.

Innumerable instances of each of thefe

practices may be found among very fincere

profefibrs of the gofpel, who follow the

fober convidions of their own minds.

Under thefe circumflances, where the

party hath not indolently followed the mul-^

titude without thought or refleftion ; and

where he hath not rejected the informa-

tion prefented to him,
,
nor violated his

own perfuafion in accommodation to the

world, we ought, in juftice both to them

and to ourfelves, to obferve and diftin-

guifh
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guifh, that though the nature of idolatry

be unchangeable, there can be nothing cri-

minal in thofe who pay their religious vvor-

fhip according to the beft of their under-

fbanding. Indeed, as they can have no

fafer or better guide to direcft their conduct,

than their own reafon applied to the written

revelation of God, fo they are bound to re-

gulate their faith and practice by that

flandard, finally interpreted by, and for,

themfelves. So entirely juftifiable is fuch

conduct, that it is more commendable in

fuch perfons to profefs error in fincerity,

than the truth in hypocrify.

But all this allowance prefuppofes dif-

paffionate inquiry and rational convicftion.

In which cafe, we mufl prefume that God,

the creator of the world, will mercifully

regard the various hindrances which different

perfons may have had to a better know-

ledge of him ; and, from the conlideration

of the motive of that homas^e which fhall

thus innocently have been afcribed to the

creature, will forgive thofe who have, in

fuch inftances, miftaken his word and

will.

E e 2 Upon
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Upon any other fuppofition, fuch conduct

is abfolutelj indefenfible, is the greateft

fcandal we can offer to the almighty go-

vernor of the univerfe, and becomes the

occafion of the groileft hypocrify, becaufe

we can impofe upon man only by infulting

our maker; and is yet more unpardonable,

becaufe it tends to prolong the reign of

darkiiefs and fuperftition, and to wound the

credit of revelation by making it inconfiflent

with reafon and nature.

If we apply the words of the text to the

general religious Hate and condudt of man-

kind, they will be equally deferving of our

attention, and at the fame time we fliall do

no violence to the fpirit of our author's

meaning.

In what ftate of our chriilian warfare do

we not feel the force of, and might we not

receive advantage from, the advice contained

in this detached axiom, '* let him that

" thinketh he ftandeth, take heed left he

*« fall ?" It would indeed ill-fuit with the

haughty fpirit of the felf-fufficient pharifee,

but it well accords with the humble-

minded publican in the gofpel, who, when

he
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he went up to the temple to pray, *' ftood

'* afar off, and would not lift up fo much as

** his eyes unto heaven, but fmote upon his

** breaft, faying, God be merciful to me a

** linner*."

In a moral view, our charader is never in

greater danger than when we affume extra-

vagant confidence in our own defigns, and pre-

fume upon our refolution and firmnefs, inde-

pendent of the fovereign aid of God, or of an

habit of mind cultivated and exalted by the

exercifes of piety and devotion. Generally

fpeaking, we fhall obferve the greateft con-

fidence in thofe minds, where apparently there

is the leaft ground for it ; and oftentimes the

greateft diffidence and diftruft, where there

appears to be the leaft occafion for dif-

quietude.

Where the body preferves its ordinary

health and ftrength, we may look for that

ferious, manly chearfulnefs, which is ac-

ceptable to God and honourable to his

rational creatures, being the natural refult of

a firm belief of the truth of the chriftian

revelation, and the pradice of virtue.

E e 3 As

* Luke xviii, ii.



( 438 )

As that arrogant prefumption and con-

fidence which are ofifenfive to God and fatal

to ourrelves, are the offspring of ignorance;

10 defpair and defpondency are moft fre-

quently the confequence either of a diftem-

pered body, or of dark and fuperlUtious

notions of the deity and his difpenfations.

Many occafions may call us to take our

parts in fcenes attended with great difficul-

ties and trials, fuch as greatly exceed thofe

which attend the ordinary occurrences of

life : and before we engage in the conflict it

may be neceiTary to put on the whole armour

of God, in order that we may acquit our-

felves like men and like chriflians. But the

very preparation here fuppofed forbids pre-

fumption by previoufly recommending an

humble dependance upon God, who alone

is our fupport and rock of defence.

Our lord himfelf, though he fufFered

the bittereft perfecutlons, did not court them,

but told his apoftles, " when they were

** perfecuted in one city to flee to another*;'*

and a Ihort time before his laft fuffering, he

prayed to God, faying, " O my father, if it

*« be

* Matt. X. 23.
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** be pofTible, let this cup pafs from me : ne-

" verthelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt*."

Neither were the whole army of chrlilian

martyrs more inflexible in their integrity, or

more religned under their grievous afflic-

tions, than they were ardent before the

throne of heaven in fupplication for fupport

under the feverity of their trials : they ac-

quired firmnefs without arrogance, and a

cool intrepidity that equally rejesfted a rafh

and wilful facrifice of their lives, or any

bafe recantation of their own decided con-

vidions. Life is defirable and greatly to be

prized by us, but it may be bought too dear,

as well as wantonly thrown away. And ho

price can exceed that which cofts the pur-

chafer his integrity and his principles, the

relinquifhment of the power of truth, and

the defertion of his reliance upon God, who

is able ** to kill, and to make alive-f-."

Something may, indeed, be faid in more

familiar cafes, which feems to lead to con-

trary conclufions, but the obfervation may

be admitted, without any prejudice to our

main and proper principle. We fhall be

E e 4 told

* Matt. xxvi. 39. t 2 Kings v. 7.
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told that no man will acquit himfelf well in

any department or employment, who has

not fo much confidence in himfelf, as to

think himfelf fully capable of difcharging

it; and that, without this perfuafion, he

ought not even to accept of it. But it is

equally obvious to reply, that that con-

fidence which barely animates us to purfue

with diligence and chearfulnefs the means

which are adapted to a certain end, is a very

different confidence from that which would

lead us to fnatch and fecure the end without

ufing the proper means. We may even go

further on general ground, and fay, that to

think well of the dignity of human nature,

as the work of God, is one means and incen-

tive to a6t well ; that fo far from leading

to any criminal prefumption, it has a natural

tendency to excite us to exert ourfelves to

fupport the character anfwerable to fuch

fentiment ; that it raifes the mind above all

groveling and felfilh ideas, expands the heart

to receive within its affection the whole

human race, and tells us we cannot more

elevate ourfelves than by obeying God, and

aliifling our fellow-creatures. Neverthelefs,

this
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this honeft afpirant after the difcharge of

duty fhould not fail to *' take heed left he

** fall."

So many and various are the fedudlions of

the world, that the only fecurity againil:

their inHuence, is to pradife a regular and

habitual purfait of the true and proper

object of this life, which is the faithful and

adilve difcharge of the feveral duties of our

refpedive fituations, in order to meet the

clofe of it, with the approbation of God,

and our own confciences. Thefe fednd:ions

of the world put on fuch different appear-

ances, and oiter themfelves under fuch pro-

miling circumftances and at fuch unguarded

moments, that they frequently furprife, and

fometimes defeat, our greateft vigilance.

Some approach us in the garb of pleafure,

fomc in that of duty, and others even in that

of religion. We ought, therefore, con-

tinually to " take heed left we fall ;" and

uniformly to regulate ourfelves by the pure

and fimple rules of religion and virtue, and

a fixed refolution to do our duty to God
and man. Many of our fellow-creatures

have been greatly and grofsly deceived.

Nature has been outraged under the mif-^

taken
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taken intention of doing God fervice; the

chriftian faith has been nearly deflroyed

and banifhed from the earth by the very

officious afliftance of merely human help and

the aid of the civil power j patriotifm, as it

refpedts the v^^orld at large, has been facri-

iiced to national interefts, and the love of

our brethren of mankind to the partial re-

gard for a much fmaller circle. Yet thefe

have, for the mofl; part, innocently offended

againfl the principles of nature, juftice, and

policy ; and their friends and countrymen

have applauded their deeds.

At an early age, we are taught to entertain

high ideas of roman virtue, which, in truth,

amounted, upon the whole, to nothing more

than unbounded attachment to the roman

empire, and a delire to extend it to the ut-

moft limits of the then known world, to the

great wrong and oppreffion of thofe countries

which became its diftant provinces. Hap-

pily for its dependencies, its government

was overthrown by its wide- extended con-

quers ^ for the thirfl: of dominion, however

commended in the fuccefsful efforts by

which it is acquired, involves every fpecies

of
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of violence, enormity, and wrong. Our

religious maxim will, therefore, equally ap-

ply to the political adventurer, whije " he

*' thinketh he ftandeth," let him ** take

« heed left he fall."

If we defcend to private life, the fame doc-

trine may be applied with equal propriety:

Whatever duty we find to do, let us do it

quickly, and with all our might, for we

know the fhortnefs of the utmoft fpan of our

prefent exiftence, and how unexpectedly it

is frequently cut (hort. But let confideration

precede adion, and honeft principles accom-

pany every movement towards the attainment

of our end. Let the end and the means be

alike worthy of our charadter as chriftians*

Let us proceed, in our feveral undertak-

ings, with that refolution which fhould at-

tend our firm perfuafion that we ought to

be fo employed ; and while we a6l with dili-

gence and perfeverance, let us not negledl to

make our folemn application to God for his

blefiing on our undertakings. Thus guarded,

we may be ajTured that all things will work

together for good to us, whether we fucceed

or
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or fail. The failure of enterprize will fome-

times be a trial of our fpirits, more falutary

than fiiccefs itfelf ; and fuccefs would, at

other times, be more fatal than a defeat.

I would further obferve^ that one of the

greateft obftacles to the more general re-

ception and improved knowledge of the gof-

pel, is for one fedt or party of chriftians to

aifume the exclufive favour of God to them-

felves, and to deal out his judgments with an

unfparing hand on others. This arrogance is

fatal to chriftian charity in its beft and

highefi: fenfe ; in (lead of teaching men to love

their enemies, it bids them to condemn their

friends ; it removes its unhappy votaries from

the obligation of all moral law 5 and loofens

thofe ties of religion which induce men to

approach the prefence of their God with

love, and joy, thankfgiving, and hope : and

in no cafe^can our fubjesft be more ftrongly

applied, than to thofe uncharitable fpirits,

who, forgetting themfelves, are occupied in

apportioning to their fellow- creatures, the

heavy judgments of God. Beit, therefore,

the peculiar bufmefs of thefe perfons, while

they
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they think they ftand, to take heed left they

fall.

I will conclude in the words of an ex-

cellent writer. ** The emperor Julian,"

fays he, ** was a man of great ingenuity,

*' fobriety of manners, and good-natured in

*' himfelf : but his zeal for the religion

*' which he had embraced was exceflive,

'* and degenerated into bigotry and fuper-

** ftition ; infomuch, that with all his pre-

** tenfions to right reafon, and all his profef-

'* fions of humanity, moderation, tendernefs,

*' and equity, he has not efcaped the juft

" imputation of* being a perfecutor."

" I cannot but think, that a review of the

*' hiftory of this perfon, of fhining abilities

" and high ftation, may lead us to fome
*' ferious reflexions : particularly it holds

" out to us this humbling and ufeful admo-
*' nition : Let him that thinks he ftands,

" take heed left befall*."

* Dr. Lardner's " Jewifo and heathen teflimonies."

chap. xlvi. at the end. fSee his Works, vol, viii. p. 423.

SERMON
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SERMON XXIV.

LOVE FOR MANKIND BEST ASCERTAINED BY

PROMOTING RELIGION AND VIRTUE IN

THE WORLD.

JOHN XV. 13,

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT A
MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS.

The whole chapter from which our fub-

jedt is taken, is a difcourfe of our lord on

the mutual love which ought to fublift be-

tween him and his difciples : and he recom-

mends it to them to receive the dodlrines

which he taught, to obferve the pre-

cepts which he commanded, and to follow

the example which he fet before them,

as the only fatisfadtory proof of their love for

their mailer, and of their iincerity in the

profelTion of his religion.

The
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The endearing appellation of " friends,"

with which he addrefled himfelf to his fol-

lowers, was, in his mouth, expreffive of

his whole heart without hypocrify, and ex-

pofed to no caprice : for, as his friendfliip with

them was founded in religion and virtue, it

would never ceafe fo long as they continued

to walk in the ways of truth and righteouf-

nefs. The condition of this friendfhip with

his difciples is confined to their obedience to

the will of God. And from the perfonal

interell and aftedion which he had for thofe

who fhould be obedient to the good-pleafure

of God, he diflinguiflies, with no inconfi-

derable emphafis, between the two characflers

of friend and fervant. *' Ye are my
" friends," fays he, " if ye do whatfoever

** I command you. Henceforth, I call you
*' not fervants j for the fervant knoweth not

** what his lord doeth : but I have called you

" friends ; for all things that I have heard of

" my f\ther, I have made known unto you."

Jefus Chrifl, never aiTuming to himfelf original

power, and ever defirous faithfully to execute

the delegated commill!on he received from

heaven, revealed the mind and will of almighty

God,
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God, his and our heavenly father, According

to the meafure that was imparted to liim.

Love for all the rational creatures of God is

the mod diftinguifhing feature of this re-

velation, as it alfo is of the charadter of God

himfelf; the moft amiable and excellent of

the human race v^''as the chief preacher and

meflenger of thefe glad-tidings -, and the

happinefs of all mankind, both here and

hereafter, was the ultimate delign of the

gofpeL

It was, and ever will remain, a leading

obje<5t of the chriftian difpenfation, (how-

muchfoever it may have been concealed, or

perverted,) to correct and reprefs pagan idolatry

by the miniftry of Jefus of Nazareth, a man

approved of God; and to bring a deluded

world, funk in the groffnefs and iniquity

of idolatrous rites, to more worthy notions

of the one eternal, almighty, and only true

God, through the mediation, orinicrumentality,

of the man Jefus Chrift.

But, notwithftanding this great and con-

fiftent objedl is written in equally legible cha-

ra^ers in the book of nature and of revelation ^

iiotwithftandtng this iirfl principle of all reli-

VOL. 1, F f gion>
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gion, ana great fecurlty of all virtue, is en-

graven on the heart of man, and was intended

to be imprinted there by the million of Jefus

Chrift, this defign has been defeated, and

this impreflion effaced, by the great body of

profeffed difciples of our common m.after f

InconfiHent and fliocking as their notions

mufl: appear to our reafon,. in this refpecft 5.

and our reafon is the only means we have of

interpreting revelation ; this mifapprehenlion

of the word of God is further accompanied

by no lefs fatal miflakes refpecfting the nature,

miniftry, and death of his great prophet and

meiren9:er. If the wit and inve^ition of man

had been racked, and deliberately leagued

together to effed: the defiruxftion of chrif-

tianity, its enemies could never have {o en-

tirely fupprelTed it, as its nominal friends

have fucceeded in corrupting it. The moft

unworthy opinions have been, and ilill are,

maintained of that great Being, whofe fiat

Galled all things into exiltence. He has hten

fuppofed to have taken an human form, and

•by- uniting with it, in lome unknown and

inconceivable manner, the divine nature, to

have exhibited himfelf in the perfon of an

belplefs
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helpkfs infant j to have lived the tenant of

an earthly tabernacle like ourfelves, and (to

complete the fcheme) tO have reconciled

himfelf to mankind by his own death upon a

crofs.

We will not enter upon any formal anfwer

to theie unhappy notions; they have been

again and again refuted to the fatisfadion and

conviction of a very numerous hoft of free

and impartial inquirers. But it can never

be unfeafonable in us fervently to pray unto

God, to forgive the miflakes of thofe who
have finned againft better light, and to permit,

in his good time, the entire removal from

the chriftian world, of all the corruptions of

his word. Thefe degrading and contradiclorv

notions of God, and of the duty we owe to

him, and to each other, hav^e a ftrong tendency

hot merely to relax, but to defiiroy every

principle of religion, properly fo called ; to

countenance the melancholy prevalence of

vice and folly ; and to leave the world in

pofleflion of nothing but ignorance, defpair

and wretchednefs, in refpeft to every thing

that concerns their trtie interefl in this

F f 2 world,
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world, and their happinefs in that which is to

come.

It is no uncommon anfwer to fuch obferva-

tions and refle6tions as thefe, to be told,

that ** truth and error are, in fome degree,

*' relative terms ; and that it favours of pre-

" fumption to fuppofe that our prayers fliould

" influence the deity in his providential care

** over the world."

There is, however, more plaufibility than

real force in thefe anfwers. For it may be

replied, that truth and error are abfolute

terms in themfelves, although we may enter-

tain different apprehenfions of them. Indeed,

with refpe(5l to the general truth of the gofpel

as containing a revelation of the mind and

will of God, many of thefe objedtors are

agreed with us; and we are ready to ac-

knowledge that every man's own interpre-

tation of his bible is to that man the truth,

and ought to be his guide. With regard to

influencing the deity, it is not reafonable to

expe£t that prayer will have any effed: with

God, who knoweth the thoughts and in-

tentiops of the heart of man, unlefs it be the

offering of a fcrious and devout mind, fully

reTolved
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refolved to obey his commandments ; and

that the fupplicant renders himfelf, by the

piety and virtue of his life, capable of ob-

taining and enjoying the bleffing he prays

for. The nature of prayer is greatly mif-

underftood, when it is fuppofed, of itfelf, to

move the deity to change his purpofe. It is

the proper tribute and natural expreffion ot

a pious, a good, and a grateful mind, and

peculiarly calculated to yield a feven-fold re-

turn, by making the fame mind more pious,

more good, and more grateful. In this way,

it is an approved mean to a defireable and

blifsfu! end ; and a mean congenial with our

nature, and recommended by revelation : it

will be found to infufe a divine tranquility

over our minds, to purify the enjoyments of

the prefent life, and to prepare us for a chear-

ful reiignation of them ; it will prepare and

fit us for our great change, by eftablifhing us

in fuch a knowledge and pradtice of our duty

to God and man, as fhall fecure to us an

happy immortality.

But to return. Our text fays, ** Greater

" love can no man fhew than to lay down
" his life f^r his friend." If we barely con-

F f 3 fider
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iider the love of animal life which nature hai

implanted in us for its prote(5tion, we fliall

find it is no fmall flake we rifk, when we

hazard it in any caufe. But, if the value of

life be elHmated, as it ought to be, by the

importance of our exiftence here, as a pre-r

paratory ftate to that future life which is pro-

mifed us, our love for our friends, or more

properly for our brethren of mankind, cannot

be proved by any more unequivocal teil. It

is, however, the higheft confolation, on every

fuch trying occafion, that when we fulfil any

equivalent or necefiary duty by the very ad:

of parting with life, it anfwers the end for

which it was given us ; and we make our life

and death unite in fecuring that happinefs

which this world alone can never give. Our

life, when protraded to the greateft age in the

common courfe of nature, may be made happy

to ourfelves by the exercife of that love towards

mankind which is recommended by our lord j

and the lafi: clofing fcene of it may prove highly

edifying to our friends and others, the fpec-

tators of our mortality -, but there are feveral

pccafipns which may improve the value of

our
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our death to our own advantage, and the

advantage of generations flill unborn.

It is impoffible to overlook here the great

company of holy men who have nobly died

martyrs to the caufe of religion, and more

efpecially him who is the great captain of our

falvation, and who could ihew no greater love

to his fellow-creatures than to lay down his

life for his friends, or difciples, and who by

being raifed from the dead, was the inftrument

of finally eftablifhing the evidence of that

^ofpel which he had preached.

In fubfequent ages, the noble army of

chriftian martyrs was indeed furnished by fuf-

ferers for very different, and even oppolite

opinions, owing to their different apprehen-

iions of the truth as it is to be found in the

gofpel of J^fas, but with equal honour to

themfelves. And inafmuch as the religion of

Chrift Is better underffood, in proportion as it

is interpreted by reafon, it k not to be pre-

fumed that its friends and profeffors would

withhold the fame teftimony in our own
day, (if not of the truth of their caufe, cer-

tainly of their own integrity,) if perfecu-

tlon fhould demand their life. Religious

bigotry, it is to be hoped, is already fuf-

F f 4 ficiently
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iiciently glutted with blood, and will require

no more human facriiices. But true chriflian

moderation is not its immediate fucceflbr.

The chriftian world have much to unlearn,

as well as much to learn. There is an in-

tolerance which can deilroy the comfort and

happinefs of life, without taking away life

itfelf ; which can wound charader, while it

leaves the body unhurt; which can filently

reduce a devoted vidim to that diftrefling

fituation, when, from the remembrance of

better days, he fhall be unable to dig, and

to beg he fhall be afhamed. Lefs love can

no man fhew to the gofpel of Chrift, or to

his brethren of mankind, at any time, than

covertly to exercife an intolerant fpirit ; and

a greater miflake he cannot fall into, than to

think that he thereby doeth God fervlce.

We fliould not omit, and confequently

fliould not be thought to go out of our way,

to obferve that on great occaljons alfo in

civil life many of our fore-fathers have fallen,

and fallen nobly. He who thinks that the

tyrant's yoke and the oppreflbr's rod ought, in

no cafe, to be refifled unto death, has very

confined and inadequate notions of the true

value
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value and many bleffings of civil . liberty.

The fludluating and unfubftantial poflefTions

of the world, even thofe which are veiy

generally thought moft enviable, are often-

times bought too dear, but genuine, legi-

timate liberty, civil and religious, is inefli^

ipable. We may confider them as twin-

(iflers, united in their birth, and who will

be infeparable in their death j we may fay

of them both, their ways are ways of plea-

fantnefs, and their paths lead to peace ; in

their effect they furpafs all underrtanding, and

without them the rational creaturcs of God

are firft voluntarily degraded to the ftate of an

herd of cattle, and then infulted for their

humiliation

.

The maxims laid down, and the example

fet us, by our lord, in Ihewing his love to

his brethren of mankind, both in his life and

death, include the cultivation, and enjoin the

pra<flice, of univerfal benevolence; ihey will

jointly promote peace on earth, and uni-

verfal good-will to men ; they will har-

monioufly concur to put to filence the tongue

of the flanderer and deceiver, and the tale-

bearer, and the whifperer, who feparate the

' clofeft
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clofeft friendfliips. The precepts and ex-

ample of Chrill:, if candidly confidered and

impartially applied, will extirpate every

malignant thought and adion ; and hold

forth a Ibvereign balm for the wounds of un-

deferved calumnies and refentments. ** For-

** give one another," and ** love one another,'*

are precepts of equal authority and extent.

That our lord fuffered death upon the

crofs, is an hiftorical fad; upon which wc

may prefume the world have been very

generally agreed from the time it is fiated

to have happened to this hour. That he

laid down his life for his friends, is believed

upon equally credible teftiniony by his dif-

ciples, but they have differed very widely

concerning the delign and eifed: of his

death.

We all know that the far greater part of

the. chriftian world confider the perfon Jefu^

Chrift to be one and the fame with almighty

God, and to have died to fatisfy his juftice

for the fins of mankind; in fhort, that the

almighty creator and governor of the uni-

verfe was, in the perfon of Chrift, brought

tiy a- public and ignominious -death to fatisfy

his
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his own juftice, and to appeafe his own dif-.

pleafure ; and that only by the merits and

death of this God-man we are faved.

The recital of fuch language were enough

to confound every fenfe we have, and can-

not but make us fhudder at the ftntiments

which fuch words fuggeft.

Let, now, the rational and confiftent

chriftian take up his new Teftament, and read

it with the fame candour and impartiality

he would read any other book. He vv^ill

there learn, that it pleafed almighty God to

feled; and appoint the man Jefus Chriil to

reveal or publiih his mind to the world, and,

for this end, to beflow upon him great and

eminent powers in order to prove that he

was divinely afiifted in the work of his

miniftry, and that he was the meffiah

promifed to the jews. The great doctrines

he taught were, the pardon of our iins upon

repentance, and a refurredion to a future

life. Confiftently with the religion of na-

ture and of Mofes, the unity of God appears

to have been uniformly preached by ChriH:

and his apoflles. All thefe dodtrines are

highly favourable to the eilablifliment and

improvement
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amprovemtnt of virtue, but faith in them all

is confidered as an infinitely inferior attain-

ment to a good life. It is by their fruits

that men are known and will be judged.

Not every one that faith. Lord, Lord, fhall

enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he

that doth the will of God.

If now our afFedion for the gofpel of

Chrift (hould be tried by perfecution on ac-

count of our faith in its docflrine, or by re-

proach from the world on account of our

obfervancc of the prad:ices which it teaches,

be it our care to relifi: both the one and the

other, with that virtuous fortitude which

will refledl dignity on our profeflion, and

give ftrength and beauty to our moral cha-

rader.

" Greater love hath no man than this,

" that a man lay down his life for his

*' friends."

Human power may fpend its vengeance on

the body, and the utmoft that our duty can

require of us is the refignation of life. But

the fame authority which prefcribes this evi-

dence of our love elfewhere bids us ** not

" to fear them, who can kill the body only,

«* but
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*' but rather to fear him who is able to de-

" flroy both body and foul *".

Admitting, for a moment, that we were

called to this fiery trial, it may reafonably

be believed that many would be able to en-

dure it, who, neverthelefs, at a diftance, are

diffident of their courage and diflruft their

fortitude. Poffibly, it is more difficult to

bear adveriity in private, whether it arifeth

from the contumely of the flanderer, or the

oppreffion of the pov/erful, than to face the

injuftice of the public, when the notoriety

of our conduct may attradt obfervation and

excite compaffion, where our example may
do good, and in a caufe, in which we fliould

not be left friendlefs. But, independent of

thefe, the principles of religion and virtue

are, or ought to be, equal to their own de-

fence. They are the beft flay and fupport

of man here, and will be the crown of his

rejoicing hereafter.

The ilTue and event of things are, indeed,

in other hands. The time of our fojourning

here, whether clofed by the gentle finking

into the grave of our fathers, or by im-

portant!/

* Matt. j^. 28.
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portantly ferving the caufe of religion and

virtue in our death, requires the adive vigi-

lance of our mind, and a right diredion of

Our condudt.

Be it, therefore, our pleafure as it is our

duty, to inquire after truth for ourfelves,

and to promote it in others 5 to ferve and

vindicate every valuable interell of mankind,

in which their liberty of mind and juft

freedom of adiion are involved ; to encourage

virtue by our precepts, and confirm and

cflablifh it by our pradice. The length or

duration of our days is very immaterial in

itfelf. Human life, like iron, may be as

foon confumed by ruft, as by adion. A
(hort life, well employed, is far preferable

to a long one containing a continued void«

To live, only to eat and to drink, to lie

down and to rife up, (fave indeed in infancy

and old age, when nature is capable of

nothing more,) is an ignoble confumption

of a rational mind. When we look upon the

new born babe, we are naturally difpofed to

think of its advancement to ufcfuhiefs, and

to the charader it will be called to fuftain in

life. When we view the hoary head of age,

we
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we as naturally travel back to the review of fiis

life, and inquire what he hath done worthy

of man.

What then ought to be the refledion of

ybuth and manhood, but to confider that

they ought to work while it is day, left

the night come on, when no man can

work I And neither of them can fet out upon

their chriftian pilgrimage, with a better im-

preiiioh upon their minds than the obfervation

of the emperor, who confidered that day as

loft, in which he had done no good ad: ion.

To devote our life to the caufe of reli-

gion and virtue, of truth and liberty, i8 fully

equivalent to our laying it down in the fame

caufe. We may ferve them in our life, and

we may ferve them in our death. The mean-

ing of our lord, liberally interpreted, is^

that greater love can no man ftiew thare

that he devote himfelf to the eaufe ta

which he profeifes his confciencious attach-

ment. Whatever different opinions may

fubfift refpeding particular dodrines or pre-

cepts, thefe do not affed the teftimony

which fuch an one giveth of his lincerity

and love ; he is only anfwerable for his

ca.ndid inquiry and impartial judgment.
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It is alio no fmall comfort and fecurity

to the good man, that his recompenfe de^

pends not on the fuccefs of his endeavours*

Known unto God are all things, and in his

hands are the iflues of all our labours ; and,

independent of them, he can do whatever

pleafeth him. Neverthelefs, we are anfwer-

able for all our anions, and our mofl: fecret

thoughts are not hidden from him.

In a word. In our chriftian warfare, let

every foldier of Jefus Chrift attend to and

keep his pofl. Let him be fober and vigi^

lant ; let him live in the fear of God, in

Umplicity and lincerity ; let him live to

himfelf, only by living to others ; and be

virtuous here that he may be truly happy

here, and everlaftingly happy hereafter. In

like manner, may we, my brethren, fo ac-

quit ourfelves in all our varied fituations

and relations in life, that we may finifli

this temporary fcene of probation in the

fpirit and temper of our great mailer -, and

lliew forth fuch great love to God, to our

friends, and the whole family of mankind,

as may amount to a full obedience to the

gofpel of Chrift, and obtain the final appro-

bation of God.

SERMON
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SERMON XXV.

THE WISDOM OF GOD IN THE WORKS OF
CREATION.

PSALM CIV. 24.

O LORD! HOW MANIFOLD ARE THY WORKS; IN WISDOM
HAST THOU MADE THEM ALL : THE EARTH IS FULL OF
THY RICHES.

In the book of pfalms we meet with a

rich variety of the moft elevated fentiments

concerning almighty God; fentiments, which

exprefs the moft undivided affedlion and moft

fervent piety of the human heart towards the

great author of our being, from whom, and

from whom alone, we receive all we enjoy

or hope for.

In this view, they are, generally fpeak-

ing, well adapted to form a part of our reli-

gious fervice. Some of them, indeed, are at-

tended with difficulties which prevent their

being accommodated to chriftian worfhip ;

VOL. I. G g but
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but many of thefe difficulties would be in a

jjreat deo:ree removed bv a more corredt

tranflation.

Neverthelefs, the prefent fubfifting ver-

fions of this book abound with expreflions of

true dignity and limplicity united ; expref-

lions, which, at once, convey fentiments that

grace our lips in the delivery, affift the

mind in its meditations, and are at the fame,

time level to the common underflanding of

mankind.

** O Jehovah I how manifold are thy

** works ; in wifdom haft thou made them

** all : the earth is full of thy riches."

This is an acknowledgment that God is ;

that his works are without number, and per-

fed: in their kind, for in wifdom he made

them all. It expreifeth alfo a grateful

acknowledgment of the abundance of his

bleffings in this habitable world in which

we dwell, ** the earth is full of his riches.'*

By the name of Jehovah, we exprefs the

peculiarly appropriate name of the firft great

caufe of all things, and governor of the uni-

vcrfe j a name, which leaves no doubt in

refpedt either tQ his exidence before all time,

or
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or his continuance to all eternity; his abfo-

lute unity, or his being the only proper ob-

ject of all religious worfhip : in the words

of the pfalmift, " men may know that

" he whofe name alone is Jehovah, is the

«* mofi: high over all the earth *,"

The works of Jehovah are manifold, they

are confpicuous in every thing we behold,

and in nothing are they more wonderful than

in our own frame and conftitution of body

and mind. The organization and ftrudure of

the whole animal world -, and the faculties

in man and beaft, which we denominate rea-

fon and inftind:, proclaim, with one united

voice, the wifdom and goodnefs of the author

of our being. Traverfe the vaft range and

clalTes of flores int:ombed in the bowels of

the earth, and the principle of vegetation

which is given to it : examine the rich foiTil

or the negled:ed pebble, the foliage of the

flately tree, the ornamental /hrub, or the

humble blade of grafs; thefe all in filent,

but expreflive language fay, in wifdom were

we formed. The grain of fand and the huge

rock, the gentle flream and the impetuous

G g 2 torrent,

* Pfalm Ixxxiii. 18.



( 468 )

torrent, the little valley and the thoufand

hills, the level field and the rugged defert,

are all evidences of the wildom and power,

of Jehovah, our God. The gentle breeze

and tempeftuous wind, the refrefliing fliower

and the greater rain, the genial warmth of

the fun and the keen froft, hail and fnow,

are all the meflengers of various bleffings.

The more we confider and reflect upon

the works of creation, the more we fliall be

impelled, when we behold them, to cry out

in joy and thankfulnefs, that truly they are

very good. When we contemplate the fcenes

of nature and refled on nature's laws, where

fliall we fet bounds to the tribute of gra-

titude which is due from us. In life and in

death ought we to acknowledge the goodnefs

and loving-kindnefs of God.

If now we turn to our fituation as reli-

gious and moral charaders, how greatly in-

creafed will be our obligation to devote our-

felves to the good-pleafure of the Lord, Je-

hovah ; to do his will, to walk in his ways,

and to keep his commandments. He hath

dignified our nature with reafon, and hath

ftt before us a well -authenticated revelation

of
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of his mind and will. And, lince the light

of nature and revelation unite their beams to

enlighten the mind of man in this our he-

mi fphere, we are bidden to fuftain a cha-

rader highly favoured before God, and ad-

vantageous to ourfelves and to our fellow-

creatures.

In proportion to the importance of thefe

advantages, be it our iirft concern to make

the proper ufe of them. They were de-

figned to blefs us in time and in eternity ;

and it will be our fault and our greateft lofs,

if we do not make them fubfervient to our

comfort here, and our happinefs hereafter.

Let us, therefore, look with the eye of rea-

fon both on nature and revelation; and in

the exercife of our beft, unclouded, and un-

biased underflanding, follow the didlates of

honeft hearts in the ways of God's laws,

and in the works of his commandments.

His nature may be incomprehenfible and

part: finding out to perfedion ; but we know
enough of him to know that he is one, felf-

exifting, eternal, omnifcient, and omnipo-

tent Being. We know alfo that his v/ays

are fo dired, that no one can (without much
G g 3 pains
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pains and trouble) wilfully miftake them ;

and that his moral laws are fo plain, that we
need no interpreter to explain them.

Thefe obfervations are very generally ad-

mitted as axioms, even by thofe who have

unhappily difregarded them in practice. But

the duties of religion by being flighted and

trampled upon by the vicious and profane,

or violated by perfecutors, under pretence of

doing God fervice, are not lelTened in their

importance, ; nor is the truth of them im-

peached, or our obligation to fulfil them

weakened thereby. Vice indulged will gene-

rate inveterate habits which are a fecond na-

ture ; but acquired habits will never excufe

one immoral adion : and zeal without know-

ledge, like paffion without reafon, will carry

perfecution to the bofoms of our deareft

friends.

Happy are they who improve every op-

portunity of doing good which is afforded

them, and cultivate every talent committed

to their care : who dignify their nature by

fuftaining a charadler that reflects honour on

the nobleft work of God, and exemplify

every chriftian virtue in the perfon of the

profefled difciple of Jefus Chrift. Then,

and
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and then only, is our allegiance (hewn to our

proper lord and mafter, when we obey,

from the heart, the precepts of his God and

our God. For that allegiance will be no

virtue which is not the fruit of convidion,

and will deferve no reward, if not perfevered

in unto the end. The relation between God

and man can never be diffolved on the part

of our heavenly father; our duty, there-

fore, will remain obligatory upon us in all

fituations, in all trials, and under all cir-

cumflances to the end of our lives.

Very emphatically does the apoftle Paul

exclaim, when fpeaking of the gofpel of

Chrift, ** O the depth of the riches, both

*V of the wifdom and knowledge of God* !'*

Were the queftion afked us. How have ye

ufed thefe true riches which have been com-

mitted to your truft-f- ? It would be a very

important circumftance for us, to be able to

prove ourfelves faithful ftewards. We cannot

ferve two mafters; we cannot divide our-

felves between the temporary intcrefts and

gratifications of this world, and a faith-

ful difcharge of the duties of the gofpel,

G g 4 agreeably

* Rom. xi, 33. f Luke xvi. 11.
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agreeably to the true and genuine fpirit of its

law.

A compliance with the innocent cuftoms

of the world is one thing ; a conformity

with its follies and vices is another. As

we fow, fo fhall we reap. If we fow to

folly, we fhall reap fhame j if we fow to

vice, we fliall reap forrow and condemna-

tion. In proportion to the talents given us,

whether they refpe6l the better knowledge of

our duty, the extraordinary motives which

we have in the gofpel to pradife it, or the

opportunities of doing good to our fellow-

creatures in the ordinary concerns of life,

we {hall be required to render our account

at the laft. Whichever way we turn our

eyes, the world is full of the riches of God :

be it our fpecial care and folicitude to ufe and

improve, not to abufe or negledt them ; to

promote a more pure and extenfive know-

ledge of the truth as it is in the gofpel of

Jefus, and to imprefs mankind with a more

powerful and commanding love of virtue and

rational happinefs.

The invitation in the gofpel of Chrift to

repentance and amendment of life, with the

aiTurance
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afTurance of immortal happinefs, is (in our

eftimation) no lefs the work of God than

the vilible creation around us. We con-

ceive that we fee the charaders of infinite

wifdom in its precepts, in its dodtrines, in

its external evidences, and in the appoint-

ment of his meffenger Jefus Chrift, as the

great preacher of righteoufnefs.

Becaufe we fee that this gofpel has been and

continues to be greatly corrupted, both in

letter and fpirit, and proflituted to many

unworthy fecular purpofes -, becaufe we fee

it made the occalion of drawing the fword

out of the fcabbard, inftead of beating it into a

plough-fliare, and to countenance perfecution

and war, inllead of peace on earth and good

will amongft men : becaufe of thefe things,

we may fee fome good men fall away from

their faith in Chrift as a teacher and pro-

phet appointed by almighty God. But tiiefc

abufes and perverfions of the laft, heft, gift

of God to man are no impeachment of its

internal excellence, of the authority from

which it is ftated to be derived, or of its

being calculated and adapted to advance the

happinefs of the rational creatures of God.

hi
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In like manner, we may have frequently

feen the greateft natural abilities, and the

finefl underfVandings debafed and mifufed in

counterad:ing all the deareft interefts of

man ; we may have feen the fedulous ap-

plication of much fludy and labour directed

to work mifchiefi we may have feen the

did^ates of nature difregarded and counter-

adedi and the manifold bleffings of God va-

rioufly mifapplied. But thefe are no im-

peachment of the wifdom or goodnefs of

God in the liberal difpenfation of them.

We are ftewards, with whom are depofited

many important and facred trufts : and,

being ftewards, we are accountable for our

faithfulnefs, and anfwerable for every trea-

fure committed to our keeping.

In the difpenfation of the gofpel, we read

our duty to God and man in plain terms

:

the conditions required of us are not only

pracfticable, but defireable on their own ac-

count. The yoke which Chrift hath left

with us is eafy, and his burden is light.

The difcipline we have to go through in

the prefent life is the very means of

promoting and fecuring our happinefs in

that
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that which is to come. Every palTing fcene

and event may fit us for the fucceeding

one; and the varied lucceffion of what we

vulgarly call the changes and chances of

this mortal life, may prepare us for the

finally parting with them, and qualify us

for the exalted ftation of faithful fervants of

God in the world to come.

The various differences of opinion, which

prevail in the v/orld, need neither to dif-

turb our tempers, nor impede our journey

heaven- ward. They are unavoid.ible while

we are men ; but, however oppofite to each

other, can never injure us in the eftimation

of God, when they are the refult of inquiry

and convicftion. So far from being hurtful,

diverfity of opinion, like inequality in our

different fituations in the world, of rich and

poor, calls forth into adion the great prin-

ciple of benevolence, and produces an abun-

dance of profitable fruit. Between rich and

poor, various relative duties fubfifl which

may be difcharged with equal advantage to

both, and are accompanied by a thoufand re-

fledtions which may be converted to our

greatefl good. In the fame manner, the ne-

cefTary
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ceilary exiflence of diverlity of opinions

fhould teach us that univerfal good-will

towards our fellow-creatures, which is the

favourite virtue of the gofpel, and that hu-

mility and modefty which fhould be flamped

on the character of the chriftian of each and

every perfuaiion.

It is fometimes faid, that the impulfe to

duty fhould have been irrefiftible to have

fecured man's obedience. But, where then

would have been his title to a recompcnce

or reward ? A mere machine performs its

fundions without refpedt to any praife, ex-

cept what may be given to the fcientific

head that invented it. But man's dignity is

increafed by his refponfibility, and his reward

will be proportionate to his deferts.

The little influence of the laws of the

gofpel upon the bulk of profeffing chriftians

will afford jufl occafion for very ferious

concern to a good and benevolent mind

:

and no higher or more exalted objed: can-

any man have, than to promote the caufe of

true religion and virtue among his fellow-

creatures. But the deplorable flate in which

we may view the public morals, and the

difregard
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difregard and flight we may obferve to be

caft upon the principles and obligations of

religion by an untold number of all ranks

and conditions in life, from the higheft to

the lowed:, by no means attach either blame

or reproach to the great author of nature

and governor of the world. Even thofe

who objed thefe things anfwer themfelves,

for their very argument pre-fuppofes the

power of man to chufe the good and refufe

the evil, by the very ftatement of the fad

choice which fo many men have made.

But, in truth, the deity is no more juftly to

be reproached for the mifconducft of his

creatures, than the benevolent man for the

ufe that may be made of his advice by the

thoughtlefs, or of his bounty by the needy.

Known indeed unto God are all things ; but

were he to adl, in the prefect cafe, upon this

attribute of omnifcience, and give or with-

hold his bleffings, agreeably to the ufe he

forefaw would be made of them, v/e mud
ceafe to be what we are, and be made either

more or lefs than man.

Carry thefe obfervations to whatever cafe,

or to whatever extent, you pleafe, the fubje(ft

may
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may be refolved in the fame manner. The
queftions fuggefled by the apoftle Paul will

recur again and again :
** Who art thou that

** difputeft with God ? Shall the work fay

" to the workman. Why didft thou make
** me thus ? Hath not then the potter fuch

'* power over the clay, as to make out of

** the fame lump one vefTel for honourable

** ufes, and another for difhonourable* ?"

To conclude. Whether, therefore, we
direct our eyes to and examine the works

of nature, or fcrutinize the moral go-

vernment of God, we fhall have equal reafon

to fay with the pfalmift, " O Jehovah !

** how manifold are thy works ; in wifdom
«* haft thou made them all : the earth is

** full of thy riches."

Under this perfuafion, nothing can be

more difgraceful to us than to Hand in-

different fpedtators of f ) inchanting a fcene,

and be difobedient fubjeds of fo excellent a

government : for a right and juft knowledge

of the truth is the ftrongeft obligation to

duty, and the bed: fecurity for our perform-

ing it ; and the pofl: of true honour is the

poft

* Rom. ix. 20 and 21. Mr. Wakefield's Tran/lation,



( 479 )

poft of real and adlive ufefulnefs as oppor-

tunities Ihall offer, and occafions {hall de-

mand. ,

On the contrary, great will be the claims

of juftice again ft us, if, in the midft of

all this light, which cannot but penetrate

the clofeft and darkeft receiTes of the human

heart; great, I fay, will be the claims

of juftice againfl us, if we wilfully reiift

the light, and Oiun the directions of nature

engraven on our hearts, and the evidences

and fandions of revelation wliich are now

made known unto us.

Let us then arife, fhake off all coldnefs

and indifference, and go forth to the proper

work of our chriftian calling and chara(fler;

and, in defpite of every groveling temptation

the world has to offer, perfevere in well-

doing, until the hour cometh when we fliall

be called to the lilent and peaceful grave.

But let us take with us, as our companion

through this earthly pilgrimagCj the no lefs

beautiful than jufl fentiment of Paul, and

infcribe it on our heart wherever we go : let

us fpeak of it when we fit in the houfe, and

when we walk out, when we lie down, and

when
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when we rife up. O !" fays the great

apoftle of the gentiles, *' the deep riches of

wifdom and knowledge, that are in God

!

How unfearchable are his determinations,

and his ways not to be traced out ! For

who hath known a purpofe of the Lord ?

or who hath been his counfellor ? And

who hath given him firft, fo as to receive

only a recompence in return ? For from

him, and through him, and unto him,

are all things. To him be glory for ever.

Amen*."

* Rom. ix. 33—36. Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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